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We have had a busy couple of months for the past and current commit-
tees and this has been a hectic introduction for yours truly as the newly          
installed Commodore.  The biggest issue for the club was getting our new 
Facilities Lease signed.  Special thanks to Tony Goldsworthy and Alan 
Gray for their considerable outlay of time and effort to achieve a much           
improved outcome for the club.  Whilst our annual costs have gone up, 
the increase is significantly less than what we were initially confronted 
with at our first meeting with the council.  We have also successfully ne-
gotiated a reduction in our liability for property damage excess from 
$10,000 to $1,000. 

As the incoming Commodore I would like to thank Bob for his efforts over the previous year.  
As most of you would know, Bob had a recent health scare and he is also in the process of    
selling up and moving to Wodonga.  It’s amazing that he could find any time to contribute to the 
club, thanks again Bob. 

We recently held our annual Xmas in July function which was very well attended and all         
participants appeared to have a good time.  Thanks again to those members who helped to    
prepare and decorate the club rooms and to all the participants who pitched in to help clear up 
after the function.  The caterers also appear to enjoy looking after us and have agreed to do it 
again next year. 

We have significant earth works going on in the lake precinct at the moment so please be aware 
of the heavy vehicle movements around the lake and take care when walking across the clay  
covered access paths as they are extremely slippery when wet. 

As mentioned at the last club meeting a revised By-laws draft will be placed on the notice board 
shortly for members to review.  We hope to publish and distribute the revised By-laws during  
September. 

Whilst the weather gods have not been particularly kind over the past couple of months many 
members are still turning up for some on water fun or just to enjoy the club facilities and      
camaraderie.  Please make an effort to contribute to the cleanliness and tidiness of the club 
rooms so that the burden does not fall on the regular few.  

Happy sailing,  

NeilS.     

Commodore’s Report 

COVER PHOTO 

All flags flying on Bob 
Owen’s top sail Schooner.  

Photo by Tony Weaver 
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Bob Owens Moves North 

As most of us know by now, our former Commodore has jumped ship and set up camp in rural 
Wodonga with the lovely Lorraine. Bob has not severed ties with the Club and will still be a regular 
sailor at the Club. Flying will still be on his agenda also, so he will be a very busy boy. 

We all wish Bob and Lorraine all the best for a long and enjoyable partnership. 

Just in case we may have forgotten some of the activities that Bob has been involved in over  

recent years, some reminders are pictured below. 

Stoney face 
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Photos by Tony 
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An Englishman and a Scotsman, both driving too fast in opposite directions along a narrow, 
twisting road, collide at a sharp bend. 

To their amazement, they are unscathed, though both cars are total wrecks. In celebration of 
their luck. They decide to put aside their nationalistic antipathy for each other. 

At this point, the Scotsman goes to the boot of his van and fetches a 12 year old bottle of 
Sherry. He hands the bottle to the Englishman, who exclaims ‘May the Scots and the English 
live together in peace and harmony for ever!’  

The Englishman then tips the bottle and gulps half of the bottle down. Still flabbergasted over 
the whole thing, he hands the bottle to the Scotsman, who waves it away saying “No thanks, I’ll 
just wait until the police get here.” 

Just for Larfs 
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Don’t forget the Rule about 
driving safely when entering 
the park to unload. 

Cartoon by Mal Roberts 

My neighbour knocked on my door at 2:30am 
this morning, can you believe that, 2:30am?!  

Luckily for him I was still up playing my  

Bagpipes.  



         What sail is that? 

 Originally created by Stephen Biesty, Cross-Sections Man-of-War. 

For all the Club’s sailors so that they will be able to converse with Claude, as if 
they know stuff. 

* 

* 
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Paddle Boat Day 

Paddle boat day started with the creation of the ”Surray River”. 
The fertile minds of Ross McRae, Alan Gray and the deckhand 
skills of Grant Austin combined to lay down a narrow winding river 
course for the ‘Paddle Past’. Most “Skippers” had no trouble  

negotiating the course, a few thought that hitting the buoys was 
more fun. All in all a fine day was had by members and public alike. 

23rd. June 2013 

Photos by Ross McRae, Don 
Bladier & Tony Weaver 
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More Paddle Boat Day 
23rd. June 2013 
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Seen about the Club 

Swan lake ? 

Photos by  

Tony Weaver 

Barbie takes Ducks for a bath. A bit of 
everythi

ng 

Croc fe
ast 

Historic IC Hydro 

Which is the real  

“pointy end” ? 
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Following this Bi-Centennial event,  suggestions, to the then 
Box Hill Council, by our founding members, (Including Adrian 
Brewer, Author of this report) managed to secure the Club 
facilities  that we now enjoy. Thank you founders. 
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Christmas in July 
Saturday 27th. July 2013 

Photos by Ross McRae 

A great social night was enjoyed by an almost full house of Members and guests. 
Compered by new Commodore, Neil Spencer, catered by our regular Chef, Gary 
Overton, and with the clubrooms professionally decorated for the occasion, the 
night was convivial, cosy and jolly. A small army of members did a magnificent 
job in sprucing up, setting up and cleaning up. Thank you all very much. 
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More Christmas in July 
Saturday 27th. July 2013 

Photos by Ross McRae 
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How long does it take to charge my NiCad or NiMh battery? 

To figure out how long to charge your battery for:  

 
(battery capacity (battery's mAh rating)/charger output (mA) x 1.4(for NiCad batteries, 
1.5 for NiMh batteries) = time (in hours).  
 
For example: a) 

 I have an 1100 mAh battery and charger output set at 180mA (it should be  

 written somewhere on the charger - Output= (X) mA - or something like that).  

 It's a NiMh battery so you multiply by 1.5.  

 
 (1100/180) x 1.5 = 9.146666 hours  
Or, 

 example: b) 

 I have an 3000 mAh battery and charger output set at 500 mA (.5 amps)   

   It's a NiMh battery so you multiply by 1.5.  
 
 (3000/500) x 1.5 = 9.0 hours  

Do I need to discharge my NiCad or NiMh battery between uses? 

The short answer for weekly users is,  No! As long as you almost always recharge your 
battery at a slow rate of charge, say under 0.5 amps. Fast charge ups, and then discharg-
ing between uses (weekly) could shorten battery life.  

 NiCad and NiMh Battery tips 

There are many points of view on battery charging and maintenance, the information  

Below is an example of some of the latest views on the subject. 

If any Members have questions (or suggestions) about their battery care please contact 
the Editor and, through Members, answers will be obtained and  

included in forthcoming Bilgewaters. 
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Sep-2013 Time   

01-Sep-2013    Sun 10.00am Normal Club Day, Fathers’ Day. 

08-Sep-2013    Sun 10.00am Buy Swap & Sell Day  (Next Monthly Meeting, Sunday  13th. Oct) 

13-Sep-2013    Fri 7.00pm 'Friday Thirteenth' Film and Pizza Social evening 

15-Sep-2013    Sun 10.0am Normal Club day 

22-Sep-2013    Sun 10.00am Steam Day 

27-Sep-2013    Fri 7.00pm Night Sail 'Get them lights a flashing' 

29-Sep-2013    Sun 10.00am Normal Club day 

     

Oct-2013 Time   

06-Oct-2013    Sun 10.00am Ladies Day at the Club - Lunch prepared and served by the  

members 

13-Oct-2013    Sun 10.00am Monthly Meeting and Club day 

19-Oct-2013    Sat 8.00am Como Gardens 

20-Oct-2013    Sun 7.30am Whitehorse Spring Festival (? Date TB Confirmed) 

20-Oct-2013    Sun 8.00am Como Gardens 

25-Oct-2013    Fri 7.00pm Training night (Topic TBA) 

27-Oct-2013    Sun 10.00am Square Rig Day 

      

Nov-2013 Time   

01-Nov-2013    Fri 7.00pm Trivia Social Night 

03-Nov-2013    Sun 10.00am Navy Day 

10-Nov-2013    Sun 10.00am Club day (Next Monthly Meeting is Sunday 1st Dec. ) 

17-Nov-2013    Sun 10.00am Normal Club day 

24-Nov-2013    Sun 10.00am Schooner, ketch and couta-boat parade 

      

Calendar of Events 
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Who we are:  

Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions 
who construct and sail model, radio controlled boats. 

What we do: 

We build, sail and talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally 
from half a metre to three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats, 
yachts, tugs and fast electric craft. These remote control models are mostly 
powered by electric motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft. 

LOCATION & CONTACTS 

 Sailing Venue & Clubhouse 
Sunday and Wednesday mornings 

Surrey Park Lake 
Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128 
Australia 

Clubrooms Phone 
 

No phone available 

Club Email Address spmbc@optushome.com.au 

Snail Mail P.O. Box 2, Ascot Vale, Vic. 3032 Australia 

Webmaster spmbc_webmaster@dac.org.au 
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OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2013-2014 

    Commodore: Neil Spencer 

Vice Commodore: Tony Weaver 

Secretary: Tony Goldsworthy 

Treasurer: Martin Lui 

First Ordinary Member: Martin Hopper 

2nd. Ordinary Member: Nick White 

Quartermasters: Peter Eames, Phil Clarke 

Safety Officers: John Kierys, Richard Carlson, Phil McArdle 

Auditor: Alan Gray 

Newsletter Editor:                                 Tony Weaver 

Webmaster: Michael Best 

Almoner: John Savage 

Membership Secretary: Ian Jemmerson 

Subscription Fees 2013 - 2014 

  

Annual Subscription             
** 

1st Oct to 31st Dec 1st Jan to 31st Mar 1st Apr to 30th Jun 

 Adult (18 years +) $70.00 $52.50 $35.00 $17.50 

 Concession    
(Pensioner or 55 
years) 

$60.00 $45.00 $30.00 $15.00 

 Family Member  
ship (at same ad-
dress) 

$75.00 $56.25 $37.50 $18.75 

Junior (under 18 
years) 

$30.00 $22.50 $15.00 $7.50 

 $10.00 entrance fee applies to the above amounts. 

 $20.00 discount on annual club subscription fee applies to members who live more than 60 km from   
SPMBC. 

 ** Annual membership renewals are due 1st July each year and must be paid before September to main  
tain club rights. 

 Payment can be made by either: 

 * Cash or Cheque with application form to the Membership Secretary; -or- 

 * Direct deposit into any ANZ Bank branch -or- 

 * Internet Banking EFT to "Surrey Park Model Boat Club Inc" BSB: 013-345, Account Number 2484-
82891. 

Make sure that you put your NAME on the payment in the payee surname box for identification. 

Any queries about payments, please contact Treasurer or Membership Secretary for clarification. 
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