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Well the weather seems to be finally on a turn for the better following a pretty cold and 
miserable few months.  Notwithstanding the often inclement conditions, club days seem 
to be increasingly well attended as do our special events such as the night sailing.  This 
combined with a healthy increase in new members indicates that our club is a great place 
to participate in both model boating and social activities. 
    Following our recent AGM we have two new club committee members: Bob Griffiths 
has taken over the Treasurer’s role following the retirement of Martin Lui and Peter Lemm 
was elected to the position of second general member – welcome to the team gents and 

thanks to Martin Lui and Nick White for their past contributions.   I ask all members to support the new 
and ongoing committee members in their activities as the various responsibilities are often more onerous 
than they may appear. 

       In addition to the formal committee positions we have a small number of very dedicated members 
who are almost always helping out with the less glamorous activities (like cleaning up, setting up etc).  To 
avoid leaving anyone out I’ll simple say that these guys know who I am referring to and I would like to per-
sonally thank them for their ongoing above and beyond efforts.  It used to be said the 80% of the work in 
most clubs is carried out by 20% of the membership however I have observed that these days the ratio is 
more like 90/10 in clubs of all kinds.  As the old saying goes, “many hands make light work” so I encourage 
all members to chip in to ease the burden on the few. 
          Following recent meetings with the council and their landscape architects we are now better 
informed about the upcoming program of works which will have a significant medium term impact on our 
activities.  The dock area and pathways immediately in front of the club house will be completely redevel-
oped with new paving and a much extended dock facility will be created.  This work is unlikely to com-
mence before the end of the year however there will be ongoing survey activities in addition to construc-
tion of public toilet facilities near the public BBQ area.  Please be mindful of all contractors working in the 
area and stay well clear of their activities. 
            As previously mentioned our club special events are becoming increasingly popular and we have 
included some additional dates in the calendar as a result. In order to ensure that general boating activi-
ties are not disadvantaged, the basic format for special activities will be a dedicated two hour time slot 
from 1000 to 1200HRS where the theme activities have preferential access to the wharf and the necessary 
on water area.  During this period general boating can usually be accommodated on the far side of the is-
land which has become increasingly utilised following redevelopment of the pathways. 

                     As a follow up to our meetings I would also like to remind members not to “donate/dump” items  at 
 the club rooms without prior agreement with the committee.  Members would be amazed at the  “stuff” 
 that we have uncovered during recent cleanup activities.  On a similar note please ensure that  
 committee approval is obtained BEFORE making any purchases on behalf of the club, the new Treasurer  
 Is going to be very diligent on this front! 

      Another item of special thanks goes to our Vice Commodore, Tony Weaver, who has taken on the role 

of club historian.  Tony is currently creating an archive of Bilgewater history, some of which will be  

available on our web site shortly.  Tony is also amassing a collection of interesting photos of club activi-

ties and he will be looking to fill the gaps from member’s home collections where possible. 

Enjoy the improving weather and let’s see some of those winter projects on the water. 

Happy sailing, 

 

Neil  Spencer. 

Commodore’s Report 
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COVER PICTURE 
Early morning at Surrey Dive finds Frank 

Roberts trimming up his new  

acquisition, 12:1 Scale PS Adelaide. 

Photo by Tony Weaver 



A calm Winters day saw the running of the Endurance events. Well almost. The  electric  motor 

powered event was run and won, even though the 

lap counting department (camped inside the club-

rooms to keep warm) lost count early. Apparently 

the numbers on the boats were too small to make 

out. 

The Sail boat event was called off due to lack  

of any breeze. This section of the event will be run 

as part of the Micro Sail Boat Day. 

A big Thank You to Alan Gray for organising the 

event so well. 
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Photos by Tony Weaver 

Endurance Run 
Sunday 1st. June 2014 

Limp wind-sock, no wind,   no Sail Boat enduro.  

Judges equipment all ready. 

The winner and runner up  
receive their prizes from Alan Gray 

Speed is starting to spread the field out. Grant and Ross lead the field home. 
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     Puns for Educated Minds:  
    (But I included them anyway. Editor.) 
1. The fattest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Cumference.  

 He acquired his size from too much pi. 

2. I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island, but it turned out to be an optical Aleutian. 

3. She was only a whiskey maker, but he loved her still. 

4. A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra class, because it was a weapon of math 

 disruption. 

5. No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery. 

6. A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was cited for littering. 

7. A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would result in Linoleum Blownapart. 

8. Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie. 

9. A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police are looking into it. 

10. Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana. 

11. Atheism is a non-prophet organization. 

12. Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. One hat said to the other:  

 'You stay  here; I'll go on a head.' 

13. I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it hit me. 

14. A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab centre said: 'Keep off the Grass.' 

 

Just For Larfs 

Some useful nautical definitions? 

 Power Boat:  one that sails even when there is no wind. 

 Sail Boat:  one that has a mast. 

 Sloop:  one that has one sail in front of the mast and one behind. 

 Cutter:  one that has two sails in front of the mast and one behind. 

 Ketch:  one with two masts, the bigger one in front. 

 Schooner:  one with two masts, the smaller one in front. 

 Steam Boat:  one where most of the fun is in the setting up. 

 Square-Rigger:  one where most of the fun is not in the setting up. 

 Tug Boat:  a powerful boat  that is all bow and no stern. 

 Galleon:  a seventeenth century sailing boat that is all stern and no bow. 

 Paddle Wheeler:  one that is not sure whether it is a boat or Combine Harvester. 

  Work Boat: one that is painted. 

 Navy Boat: one that is painted grey. 

 Pleasure Boat: one that is varnished. 

 Fast Boat:  one where all the above-mentioned boats are required to leave the  

   water for twenty minutes. 

 

Courtesy, Claude Miller. 



Just For Larfs, Blast from the Past 
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Paddle Boat Day was an exceptionally well  

attended event. A big Thank You goes to Ross 

McRae who put a lot of effort into arranging the 

photo shoot, Sail past, a two lap ‗race‘ and 

‗around the Island‘  events. New ―work in  

progress‖ boats were in attendance, a small  

outbreak of paddle boat construction. 

Grant Austin 

Tony Weaver 

Ross 
McCrae 

1 

2 

3 

Splashing, not sinking 

They're off! Busy port scene. 

Full steam ahead. 

Paddle Boat Day 
Sunday 22nd. June 2014 

Plenty of  land-based Captains 
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Paddle Boat Day 
Sunday 22nd. June 2014 

 Rob Loveridge’s Steam powered 

Adelaide 

Realistic, except for the giants in the background 

Editor’s Success 

Ross McRae’s  Fortitude 

Crowded wharf 

Frank’s Adelaide 

Photos by Don Bladier, Ross McRae, & Tony Weaver 



Seen about the Club 
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Drama at the Dive 

Who is older,  

Les dug this old 

Sailer out of a fire-

place display and is 

modernising some of 

the  

running gear. 

Photos by Tony Weaver & 

Martin Lui 

Les ? or the transmitter? 

Float test for Bob 
Griffith’s ‘Pevensy’ 

IC engine in John 
Kiery’s  ‘King of 
Shaves’ 

Surrey Dive was the set for a scene in the TV Drama Series 

―WENTWORTH‖ on Friday 11th. July. 2014. 

The diver did not find any missing Subs however. 

Wednesday Food—Fest 



Fast Boat Appreciation Day 
Sunday 13th. July 2014 
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Photos by Tony Weaver 

A variety of sizes were in attendance 

Probably the biggest turnout of fast boats 

ever, made for a very successful day.  

The morning was cold but the fast boats 

were hot. Some were hotter than others 

and will require a little expense to fix.  

Definitely, fast boats have cemented a 

place in our Club. Thank you to all those who 

brought their boats along. 

John Kierys’s collection 

Early morning rescue. 

Richard Tree Bender? 
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By Ross McRae 

My father, Roy McRae and good friend Campbell McArthur purchased “Golden City” paddle 
steamer in 1946 from the Gill Family. 

 The Golden City had been built in 1884-85 and launched June 1885.  She was 59 feet (18m) length 
overall, with a 9 foot 7 inch beam and a 17 foot 3 inch width over the paddle boxes. Of course, much of 
this was a mystery to me, as I didn’t arrive until February 1949.  So it wasn’t until some years later that  
I became aware of the steamer’s existence. 
 The original boat was iron framed (ribs) with New Zealand Kauri planking bolted to the ribs in a  
carvel construction. The planks then corked with cotton, the inside of the hull was tarred and the outside 
painted. Many of the Wendouree steamers had vertical boilers, however, when my father took  
possession, Golden City was fitted with a 6-cylinder petrol (Invincible) engine (the steam engine having 
been removed in 1934).  This engine was later replaced with a war surplus GMC truck engine, which sat 
on the steam engine’s original longitudinal iron girders of a fabricated (riveted) design. The engine  
powered through a Parsons forward neutral and reverse gear box to an Austin worm drive on the paddle 
shaft with eccentric bilge pumps out board from the worm wheel housing. A 27 gallon galvanized  
rectangular fuel tank was mounted forward of the worm wheel housing. 
  In my time, the Marine Board of Victoria licensed the Golden City to carry 100 passengers.  
However, originally it was said that she was designed to carry 150. This must have been scary, with 100 
onboard she was well down and difficult to handle whilst approaching wharfing (which was known and 
referred to by us as approaching “the Gardens Jetty” or “View Point Jetty”).  I believe  today’s replica is 
licensed to carry approx 40-50 passengers. 
 The “Steamer”, as we called her, was housed in a purpose built weatherboard shed with a narrow 
jetty down one side that serviced the boat, 44 Gallon drums of standard petrol, the old invincible engine, 
ropes, spares, decorations, extra flag poles and the like. So the Steamer, although now not a steamer but 
rather petrol driven paddle boat, was still called “the Steamer”, therefore the boat shed was known as 
the Steamer Shed. 

Or, why Ross is keen on Paddlers. 

The Story of The Golden City 



The Story of The Golden City 
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 Over the years that my father owned the Golden City, she was overhauled a number of times,  
I think I can recall 4 or 5 times over the 20 year ownership period. She would be slipped out onto the 
path around the lake between the Ballarat Rowing Club shed and Gill’s boat shed. “Slipped”, rather she 
was dragged sideways using winches mounted on trucks and in turn tethered to trees. This was always 
an anxious time for my father and Campbell, with the threat of storm or vandal damage.  
 So on the last of these ‘slippings’ my father decided to leave the canopy (roof) of the Steamer in 
the shed.  Placing beams under the canopy and attaching them to the walls, whilst the stanchions were 
unscrewed, allowed the canopy to be removed. Drums, placed on the deck were filled with  
water allowing the Steamer to be driven out from underneath the canopy. This averted the worry over 
wind damage to the canopy, as the boat was out for sometime for extensive re-planking and corking.  
After this refit, the boat promptly began to sink and was quickly moored at View Point Jetty, getting 
lower by the minute, until the Fire Brigade was called to pump her clear. Of course this is not unusual for 
a corked timber boat, until the timber and corking swell to seal the hull.  All went well in the end.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 Returning to the 

canopy, it was constructed of closely fitted timber slats similar dimensions to trellis with canvas stretched 
over the top. It had a camber which reflected the decks camber so when a squall  

approached all hands would be sent to man a stanchion to apply extra down force and the helm would 
be rapidly put over to bring the boat up before the wind.  

Roy McRae at the controls of  
the Golden City. 

View towards the 
stern 

View towards the 
bow 

Continued .......... 
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Photo from State Library of Victoria 

Golden City decorated for Ballarat Centenary 1935 

“In the early years many of the lake, 
steamers were decorated with gum 
tips on special occasions. I think this 
must have either been due to hard 
times or fashion, who knows…” 

 The Golden City was used for a variety of events other 
than passenger service. For night cruises, weather blinds were 
fitted, seats removed and a piano installed and the dance party 
would begin. 
 Fish hatchery fingerlings were also liberated annually from 
the decks of the Steamer.  
 Begonia Festivals also engaged the Golden City; she was 
decorated with coloured lights mounted under the  
sponsons and in the paddle boxes.  Twin in line hinged  
pennant poles were fitted to the canopy. 
 Kings Cup and Olympic Games’ rowing events  
employed the Golden City as a vantage observation platform 
mid-way on the course. 

The Story of The Golden City 

1966—She was then sold to Archie Spooner  (of Tom Piper Foods) who considered her to be "a fine   
antique kept in perfect condition" - The Golden City was later transported by truck to work on the  
Carribean Gardens lake . Her hull was heavily fibre glassed and a  diesel engine installed.  She was there for 
a further 21 years  
1987 - The Apex club of Ballarat recognised the unique and historic importance of the Golden City Paddle 
Steamer to Ballarat and after an inspection with Mr Chris Gill, grandson of the original Thomas Gill, the Club 
bought the steamer and returned her to her original home, Gill's Boatshed, Lake Wendouree,  
 Ballarat.  
2000 - The paddlesteamer was taken off the water by order of the Marine board for extensive restoration. 
March 2006 - In a shocking turn of events, only weeks from completion, the boat is completely  
destroyed by fire . 

March 2006 - The Ballarat Historical Society is overwhelmed by gestures of public support and  

begins planning to build a new Golden City. 

May 2006 - Victorian State Government pledges $100,000, City of Ballarat $50,000 and Rotary Club of Bal-

larat South $15,000.  

May 7 2012 - The new Golden City is launched and moved to the boatshed for work to continue. 

November 7 2013—Premier and Minister for Regional Cities Denis Napthine officially launched the newly 

rebuilt Golden City paddle steamer onto Lake Wendouree, Ballarat.  

Recent Time Line. Editor 

 ........ Continued 

Story and photos by Ross McRae.  

More about boats on Lake Wendouree next issue 
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Friday July 26th. 2014 

Christmas in July 2014 

Thirty six  merry folk enjoyed a great night of Christmas fare and Trivia questions. To all those 

that helped clean up and set up the clubrooms prior to the rest of us arriving, thank you very 

much. Particular ‗thank– yous‘ go to the McRae family, Glenda for making the beautiful table 

cloths, and Ross for clean up & photographing. Also our special thanks to Bill Gilbert for the  

provision of the wonderful decorations. We look forward to seeing Bill back on deck well before 

next year‘s Christmas in July. Our Commodore, Neil Spencer handled the M.C duties in his usual  

expert manner. Gary Overton Catering again did a great job.  

Neil, our Master 

of Ceremonies. Paparazzi Ross. Gary and team serving it up. 



Calendar of Events 
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September 2014 Time Event 

07—September 2014 Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 

14—September 2014 Sun 10.00 am Buy, Swap & Sell 

21—September 2014 Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 

26—September 2014 Fri 6.30 pm  Night Sail 

28—September 2014 Sun 10.00 am Steam Day 

October 2014 Time Event  

05—October 2014 Sun 10.00 am Normal club Day 

12—October 2014 Sun 10.00 am Bi-monthly meeting & Club Day 

18 - October 2014 Sat 8.30 am Como Gardens Open Days 

19—October 2014 Sun 8.30 am Whitehorse Spring Festival, Como Gardens & Club Day 

26—October 2014 Sun 10.00 am Square Rig Day 

November 2014 Time Event  

02— November 2014  Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 

09— November 2014 Sun 10.00 am Navy Day 

16— November 2014  Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 

23—November2014  Sun 10.00 am Schooner, Ketch and Couta Boat Day 

30—November 2014  Sun     10.00 am Normal Club Day 

December 2014   Time Event  

  07—December 2014 Sun 12.00 am Christmas Function at The Manhattan 

   14—December 2014 Sun 10.00 am Bi-Monthly Meeting & Club Day 

   21—December 2014 Sun 12.30 am Informal Clubroom Christmas Luncheon & Club Day 

  28—December 2014 Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 



Who we are:  

Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who 

construct and sail model, radio controlled boats. 

What we do: 

We build, sail and talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally from 

half a metre to three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats, yachts, 

tugs and fast electric craft. These remote control models are mostly powered by 

electric motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft. 
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LOCATION & CONTACTS 

 Sailing Venue & Clubhouse 
Sunday and Wednesday mornings 

Surrey Park Lake 
Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128 

Australia 

Newsletter Editor 

 
editor@spmbc.org.au 

Club Email Address secr@spmbc.org.au 

Snail Mail P.O. Box 2, Ascot Vale, Vic. 3032 Australia 

Webmaster web_master@spmbc.org .au 



OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2014-2015 

    Commodore: Neil Spencer 

Vice Commodore: Tony Weaver 

Secretary: Tony Goldsworthy 

Treasurer: Bob Griffiths 

First Ordinary Member: Martin Hopper 

2nd. Ordinary Member: Peter Lemm 

Quartermasters: Peter Eames, Phil Clarke 

Safety Officer: Les Lees 

Auditor: Alan Gray 

Almoner: John Savage 

Membership Officer Claude Miller 

Newsletter Editor:                                 Tony Weaver 

Webmaster: Michael Best 

Payment of Club Fees 2014 - 2015 

  Annual Subscription    **  1st. March to 31st August  

 Adult (18 years +) $60.00  $30.00  

 Concession  (Pensioner or 55 
years) 

$50.00  $25.00  

 Family Membership (at same 
address) 

$65.00  $32.50  

Junior (under 18 years) $20.00  $10.00  

 $20.00 Joining Fee applies to the above amounts. 

 ** Annual membership renewals are due 1st September each year and must be paid before  

September to maintain club rights. 
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To reduce administrative load the Club prefers that fees are paid by: 

 

(A) Internet banking EFT to "Surrey Park Model Boat Club Inc." BSB: 013-345, Account Number 2484-82891. 

  

(B) Direct deposit into any ANZ Bank branch. Instructions for filling in deposit slip at a local ANZ branch, 

    Account Name >> Write "Surrey Park Model Boat Club Inc." 

    Note that at the bottom of the slip there are three boxes: 

      1. Agent Deposit Reference >> Your SPMBC membership number [Contact the Membership Officer if un-

known] 

      2. Branch BSB number >> Write 013-345 

      3. Account number >> Write 2484-82891 

(C) If a member or prospective member cannot reasonably use the above options, payment by cash or cheque will be 

accepted by the executive members of the committee. 

 

Please note that the club intends to press for options (A) and (B) above unless individuals cannot reasonably avail 

themselves of these methods. As the club does not hold petty cash, fees paid by cash or cheque must be for the exact 

amount. 

 The Email contact point for all club related issues, including membership enquiries is; secr@spmbc.org.au 


