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COVER PICTURE 
Ross McCrae‘s ‗Fearless 7 ‗ 

puts on a great display with 

it‘s fire monitors 

IN MEMORY OF 

 Club members have been saddened by the news of the  
passing of former SPMBC member and mate, Geoff Mockridge.  
 Our condolences go to his wife Barbara and family at this sad 
time. Geoff was a much loved club mate and although Geoff 
had not been attending for some time, he will be greatly 
missed around the Club. 

Whilst summer is close at hand the lake level has had some significant tides over 
recent weeks.  Just when the water level was beginning to get a bit low along 
came some downpours that had the spring tide covering the dock area!  This  
required gumboots for launching except for a tiny area above the high water                        

     mark. 
Our new Treasurer Bob Griffiths is into the swing of things now and our club finances are looking 
good for the coming year.  In order to hold down the club fees the committee is looking hard at 
any and all purchases to ensure that members get the best value for their fees. As an example, 
our recent purchase of a defibrillator unit was the subject of much negotiation before we  
proceeded with the purchase even though most of the cost was covered by a grant from council.  
Please remember that we have a very diverse range of members many of who are pensioners 
therefore a fee increase that may seem insignificant to some can be a real burden to fellow  
members.  
 
During recent meetings with the council the club has been advised that the latest Victorian  
Government smoking regulations have a direct impact on our operations.  Smoking is no longer 
permitted in any area where children may be active or in the vicinity of entrances to council  
buildings.  This means that smoking is no longer permitted on or around the dock area or either 
of the club house entrances.  This will understandable not be popular with members who smoke 
however the club is obliged to comply with these State Government requirements. 
 

On a final note, the committee wishes to thank those members who have recently helped dispose 

of much of the accumulated rubbish in the store rooms.  Our facilities are now looking ship shape 

so please remember that “donated” items need to be cleared with the committee before being left 

at the club.  

Happy sailing and a very enjoyable Christmas to all, 

                                                                                                         NeilS. 

                                                                                                               Commodore 
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Life Saving Defibrillator arrives at SPMBC 

FACTS YOU MUST KNOW 

The national road toll in 2013 was 1,193. Deaths from Sudden Cardiac Arrest 

(SCA) were over 30,000. 

 SCA is the leading cause of death in Australia 

 90 people a day are affected by SCA outside of hospital 

 Without defibrillation:  - Survival rate is between 2% and 5%  – For every 

 minute that passes, the chance of survival reduces by 10% 

 The average ambulance response time is 9-14 minutes in metro areas – up to 

 30 minutes in regional areas. 

SCA can strike anyone, anywhere, anytime with the only definitive treatment— a 

defibrillator shock. 

Having a defibrillator on hand at SPMBC club can make the difference in the 

first few minutes of a sudden cardiac arrest incident.  

They are easy to use, maintain and can save a life prior to ambulance arrival.  

 

MORE FACTS YOU MUST KNOW 

The provision of the defibrillator has only been made possible by the 

very special assistance from: 

 -  A very generous Community Grant from the City of Whitehorse.  

 -  A special reduced cost from St John’s Ambulance to SPMBC, as a  

 Community organisation.  

 -    We are also greatly indebted to the wonderful support from our 

 local Councillor, Helen  Harris OAM. 
And, 

 -  Good work from Your Committee 

 All the above played a big part in making the purchase of our  

defibrillator possible.  
Please remember that without all the assistance from the above, the cost of 

the Defibrillator would have been, $2,445.00, an amount we could not have  

afforded. So it is a very big.... 

THANK YOU 
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Photos by Tony Weaver 

Work Boat Day 

Sunday 3rd. August 2014 

Scrap Material Day 

Scrap Materials Day was greatly supported by Alan Gray, 

who provided the bulk of the items for the Day.  

The committee is considering the creation of  an ―Unusual 

Boat Day‖ in an attempt to attract more participants by 

casting a wider net. Congratulations to Alan for a big effort. 

Work Boat Day was well attended with quite a few tug 

boats churning up the lake.  

An interesting competition took place to ascertain the 

towing power of the boats. Grant Austin‘s  ‗Otway‘ was 

the most powerful, registering 2.0 Kilograms on the 

spring scales. Pictured on the left. 

Andrew Riddle„s Pusher and Martin Lui‟s tug were among the fleet. 

Sunday 24th. August 2014 



More Great Puns 
15. The midget fortune-teller who escaped from prison was a small medium at large. 

16. The soldier who survived mustard gas and pepper spray is now a seasoned veteran. 

17. A backward poet writes inverse. 

18. In a democracy it's your vote that counts. In feudalism it's your count that votes. 

19. When cannibals ate a missionary, they got a taste of religion. 

20. If you jumped off the bridge in Paris, you'd be in Seine. 

21. A vulture boards an airplane, carrying two dead raccoons. The stewardess looks at him  and 

 says, 'I'm sorry, sir, only one carrion allowed per passenger.' 

22. Two fish swim into a concrete wall. One turns to the other and says 'Dam!' 

23. Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, so they lit a fire in the craft. Unsurprisingly it 

 sank, proving once again that you can't have your kayak and heat it too. 

24. Two hydrogen atoms meet. One says, 'I've lost my electron.' The other says 'Are you sure?' 

 The first replies, 'Yes, I'm positive.' 

25. Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused Novocain during a root canal? His goal:  

 transcend dental medication. 

26. There was the person who sent ten puns to friends, with the hope that at least one of  the 

 puns would make them laugh. No pun in ten did.  

27. A bicycle can't stand alone because it's two tired. 

28. What's the definition of a will? A dead give away of course. 

29. Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana. 

30. A backward poet writes inverse. 

31. A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion. 

32. If you don't pay your exorcist, you get repossessed. 

33. With her marriage, she got a new name and address. 

34. Show me a piano falling down a mineshaft and I'll show you A-flat minor. 

35. When a clock is hungry, it goes back four seconds. 

36. The man who fell into an upholstery machine is fully recovered. 

37. He often broke into song because he couldn't find the key. 

38. Every calendar's days are numbered. 
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Just For Larfs 

© Norman Thelwell © Norman Thelwell 

ALWAYS STEP RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF A SMALL BOAT CHIPPING & SHAVING AWAY ALL WINTER, FOR THIS? 



Just For Larfs 
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        There will be no nursing home in my future......... 
When I get old and feeble, I am going to get on a Princess Cruise Ship. 

The average cost for a nursing home is $200 per day. 

I have checked on reservations at Princess and I can get a long term discount and senior  

discount price of $135 per day. 

That leaves $65 a day for: 

 1. Gratuities which will only be $10 per day. 

 2. I will have as many as 10 meals a day if I can waddle to the restaurant, or I can have 

 room service (which means I can have breakfast in bed every day of the week).  

 3. Princess has as many as three swimming pools, a workout room, free washers and  

 dryers, and shows every night. 

 4. They have free toothpaste and razors, and free soap and shampoo. 

 5. They will even treat you like a customer, not a patient. An extra $5 worth of tips will 

 have the entire staff scrambling to help you. 

 6. I will get to meet new people every 7 or 14 days. 

 7. T.V. broken? Light bulb need changing? Need to have the mattress replaced?  

 No Problem! They will fix everything and apologize for your inconvenience. 

 8. Clean sheets and towels every day, and you don't even have to ask for them. 

 9. If you fall in the nursing home and break a hip you are on Medicare. If you fall and 

 break a hip on the Princess ship they will upgrade you to a suite for the rest of your 

 life. Now hold on for the best! Do you want to see South America, the Panama Canal, 

 Tahiti, Scotland, New Zealand, Asia, or name where you want to go? The Princess will 

 have a ship ready to go. So don't look for me in a nursing home, just call shore to ship. 

 P.S. And don't forget, when you die, they just dump you over the side at no charge. 

© Norman Thelwell 

“THAT WAS A NEAR THING MAVIS” 

© Norman Thelwell 



SPMBC enjoyed hosting another visit from The BBQ Boys.  Nathan Diep, the Group facilitator,  

explains who the ‗Boys‘ are:-‖The BBQ BOYS group is a special group that gives men in caring 

roles the opportunity to meet, get support, socialise and have some respite with like-minded 

peers.   

The group has supported many carers to make new friends, regain life and care balance.  It also 
gives them the confidence to look after their own wellbeing as much as the person they care for. 
The visit to the Surrey Park Model Boat 
Club gave carers new respite options and 
the opportunity to participate in meaningful 
activities.‖  
Alfred Health Carer Services provides 

practical and emotional support for carers 

throughout the south eastern suburbs of 

Melbourne and the Mornington Peninsula.  

 

For carer information and support please 

ring Freecall 1800 052 222.  
 

Editor: You are welcome anytime boys. 
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Friday 26th. September 2014 

BBQ BOYS VISIT 
Wednesday 10th.September 2014 

A group of about 15 club members 

family and friends, enjoyed a balmy  

evening with illuminated boats on the 

lake.  Unfortunately it is not easy to 

capture the full effect of the lights on 

the water via photos, at least by us 

amateurs. The now traditional, pies  

pasties and dim-sims, were quickly devoured. 

Ross MaCrae‟s Fearless 7  Bob Griffith‟s Pevensey 



 8 

City of Whitehorse Spring Festival  

Sunday 19th. October 2014 

Photos by Tony Weaver 

Como Gardens  
Saturday & Sunday 18 & 19th. October 2014 

 A near record amount of $20,000 was raised for local The Basin community services 

at the Como Gardens Open Day. Surrey Park Model Boat Club attended on both days and 

provided a great attraction for the many visitors. 

 It is credit to the community spirit and depth of SPMBC that three venues have been  

attended by our members on the Sunday. The public interest in our models helps to  

promote the skill of model making while, at the same time, assisting with providing a  

community attraction and supporting local services. 

Thank you to all members who attended Como Gardens, your efforts have been greatly 

 appreciated by George and Pat Hetrel. 
 

A fleet of 14 SPMBC models, on static display  

in the Willis Room, attracted a steady stream 

of visitors at the annual City of Whitehorse 

Spring Festival. Members Phil Clarke, Les Lee, 

Peter Eames, Bob Griffiths, Frank Roberts, 

Tony Weaver with cameos from Martin Lui and 

Peter Stapleton, were in attendance to assist 

with visitor inquiries . 

A letter of appreciation for SPMBC efforts 

has been received from Whitehorse Council.  



Seen about the Club 
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SPMBC Club rooms from the air Photos by  

Tony Weaver Colin Smith, Martin Lui & Nathan Diep. 

Grant takes it easy while „Otway‟ does the work. 

Tongs are out waiting for the Hot 

Dogs. Who‟s first, I
 wonder? 

King Tong 

Tug Tug 

Tony G. welcomes BBQ boys 

Peter Eames‟s WIP Una , for John Bacon 

by Alan Gray 

Mini steam 
From Alan 

Gray 

Who walks on water? 



Guests from Task force 72, Illawong and Broadmeadows model boat clubs made for a very  

successful Navy Day again this year. Graham Smithwick did a marvellous job to invite guests,  

organise food and then cook for the sausage sizzle as well. Thank you to Graham and all the  

visitors for bringing such a great range of well crafted Navy vessels.  Some of the vessels are 

pictured below, space does not allow for all the boats to be shown unfortunately. A good number 

of World War 1 boats were on show. If all these boats, and more, were able to attend our Navy 

Day next year, (on 26th April) for the 100 year commemoration of the Gallipoli landings, it would 

be wonderful. 

Navy Day 
Sunday 9th. November 2014 

 10 

Photos by Tony Weaver & 

Gerard O‘Donoghue 

Chris Thorn‟s massive & detailed 
HMS Hermes Aircraft carrier 

Les Lee‟s HMS Dreadnaught 

Graham Smithwick‟s German Schnellboot 

Phil Clarke‟s HMAS Warramunga 

HMAS Ararat Armidale Class Patrol boat 
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By Ross McRae 
Ross McRae continues his personal association with P.S Golden City and the history 

of commercial boat activities on Lake Wendourre, Ballarat.. 
In the last Newsletter we learned that……. 

“My father, Roy McRae and good friend Campbell McArthur purchased “Golden City” paddle 
steamer in 1946 from the Gill Family. The Golden City had been built in 1884-85 and launched 
June 1885.  She was 59 feet (18m) length overall, with a 9 foot 7 inch beam and a 17 foot 3 inch 
width over the paddle boxes. “ 
 
 The Golden City in the 50’s and 60’s carried two life buoys, one on the aft of each paddle box. 
Two red painted fire buckets filled with washed sand, one each side of the engine bay, and two long 
poles stored under the seats in case of break down (the boat could be poled to shore or the poles 
driven into the bottom of the lake and the steamer lashed there until assistance could be obtained). 
 It is interesting to note that although I believed the Golden City was the best steamer on the 
lake, my father was of the opinion that the “Gem” was superior in hull design regarding stability  
under load. No doubt there were particular characteristics that shone on the more than 15 passenger 
craft that plied the lake. Out of the 15, I only saw and sailed on three. Being, Jack Taylor’s “Lord  
Roberts” , the “Gem” and my father’s “Golden City”.  
 Jack Taylor ran a string of clinker built fishing boats, often towed to the botanic gardens side of 
the lake and hired out to those just wishing to go out on the water rowing. Taylor’s shed was quite 
something to visit as a child with 30 or so rowing boats and repair workshop, double berthing sheds 
for the Gem and Lord Roberts, with lifting gear in one so as to make possible repairs whilst still  
under cover (a great advantage in the off season, particularly in Ballarat). 
 The aim of the combative rivals was to capture the greatest number of passengers, to this end 
the “Golden City” was brought up to more current pleasure vessel colour schemes whilst the Gem 
and Lord Roberts retained their heritage browns and creams. The public tended to prefer the fresher 
brighter painted boat so to compensate Jack Taylor would occupy the landings with both his boats to 
prevent our waiting boat from mooring.  Healthy competition I suppose, although it did lead to some 
heated exchanges and threats of ramming. 
 Today Taylor’s boats would be better appreciated for their original colour schemes and in the 
Lord Roberts’ case some oddities, in particular the V shaped paddle floats and square stern that 
could be relatively quickly transformed into a weed cutter. This device consisted of 2 double scythed 

long poles riding on cams that drew the sythes forward 
rapidly then dropped them back before repeating the 
rapid forward haul. The Taylor boats were  
petrol engined when I was aware of them, 4 cylinder, and 
sounding very much like T Model Fords. 
 The Gem and Lord Roberts were eventually con-
demned by the Marine Board and sank in their sheds. 
They were hauled out and broken up.  

A very disappointing end. 
 Now back to our boat….. Wendouree was really just 
a swamp (Yuille swamp) and quite shallow, perhaps 1.5 
to 1.8 metres with banks of bull rushes and a carpet of 
cat tail weed. The paddlers had little trouble walking their 

way through this but when cut and packed by the wind against landing areas it became near impos-
sible to traverse. A great deal of fuel and hours was spent attempting to clear the weeds by driving 
them out with the wash of the paddles. By 1966 my father and his partner had had enough, both 
men being in their sixties and in full time employment.  This boat was their weekend and holiday 
work, so the Golden City was sold, much to my dismay. Now her story begins anew but not in this 
missive. 

P.S Golden City & Lake Wendouree Paddlers 

The ‗Lord Roberts‘ 

Continued......... 
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..........Continued 

 

Paddle Steamers of Lake Wendouree 
 

 
 

  
The paddlers of Wendouree were designed specifically for this lake. Being of shallow draught 

about 18 inches and low freeboard. They were lightly built as the lake was free of stony outcrops 
and floating logs quite unlike the Murray River fleet with their massive stems and red gum  

planking. Golden City at around 60 feet weighing something like 7.5 tonnes. 
 

            Ross McRae  
 
   

Name 
  

Built Detail 

Wendouree 
  

1853 England, then moved to Ballarat in 1875 

Victoria 
  

1865 Broken up 1889 

Queen 
  

1874   

Princess 
  

1876   

Prince Consort 
  

1877 (29 metres long) 250 persons 

Ballarat 1878 
  

180 persons 

Empress Unknown 
  

  

Lady of the Lake 
  

Unknown Name changed to “Golden City” after 
1885, following the launching of the 
Golden City, referred to below, possibly as 
a competitive strategy. In 1907, the Lady 
of the Lake’s name was changed again to 
“Alexandra” and she operated on the 
Yarra 

Union 
  

Unknown   

Lord Roberts Unknown 
  

  

Enterprise Unknown Originally for weed cutting 
  

Golden City 1885 
  

The subject of this article. 

Garden City 1889 Double decker catamaran, two boilers, 4 
engines. 

Gem 1904 
  

  

P.S Golden City & Lake Wendouree Paddlers 
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........Continued 

P.S Golden City & Lake Wendouree Paddlers 

Through „Fairyland‟ Lake Wendouree Ballarat. 

Landing Place Lake Wendouree, Ballarat 

Old photo of Lake Wendouree shed 
and wharf area from above 

Yes, that was 

VERY loud boys, 
but I said „I 

wanted to hear 
your HEART!!!!‟ 

 

 
Sadly we have a few members that are having a tough 
time with their health, both in and out of hospital, at 
the moment. So, to  

Bill Gilbert , Nev Burford and Ray Evans ,  
all of us at SPMBC wish you a rapid recovery and look 
forward to seeing you back on deck at the Club in the 
near future. 

 
Remember to listen carefully to what your nurse says!! 

The „Prince Consort‟ 
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Visit to Box Hill Miniature Steam Railway  

Left to right. 
Bob Griffiths Treasurer, Neil Spencer Commodore, Tony Weaver Vice Commodore, Peter Lemm 

2nd. Ordinary Member, Tony Goldsworthy Secretary, Martin Hopper 1st Ordinary member. 
 

SPMBC Committee for 2014-15.  

Wednesday 26th.November 2014 
Sixteen SPMBC members accepted an Invitation from Box Hill Miniature Steam Railway to  

attend their Club‘s facilities. As well as a really interesting tour of their  intricate  

operating set up and  amazing steam and IC powered locomotives, a good healthy BBQ was put on.  

All SPMBC members (Grey headed kids) had rides around the 2.0 Km of landscaped track.  

A fabulous time was had by all, and a reciprocating function at SPMBC, on a Wednesday, next 

year will be organised. Bilgewater will run a second feature page with many more photos in the 

next issue. Our thanks to the President and committee of the Box Hill Miniature Steam Railway  

for a most enjoyable day. 

The kiddies had a great time. 
The fabulous Baldwin loco 482 , 2-8-2  
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December 2014 Time Event 

07—December 2014 Sun 12.30 pm Christmas function at Manhattan 

14—December 2014 Sun 10.00 am Bi-Monthly Meeting & Club Day 

21—December 2014 Sun 12.30 pm Informal Clubroom Christmas Luncheon & Club Day 

28—December 2014 Sun 10.00 pm  Normal Club Day 

28—September 2014 Sun 10.00 am Steam Day 

January 2015 Time Event  

04—January 2015 Sun 10.00 am Normal club Day 

11—January 2015 Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 

18—January 2015 Sun 10.00 am Normal Club day 

25—January 2015 Sun All Day Marysville Australia Day. Private attendance if desired. 

February 2015 Time Event  

01— February 2015  Sun 10.00 pm Normal Club Day 

08— February 2015 Sun 10.00 am Club Bi-Monthly meeting 

15— February 2015  Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 

22—February 2015  Sun 10.00 pm Endurance Runs—Spread throughout the Day. 

March 2015   Time Event  

  01—March 2015 Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 

   08—March 2015 Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 

   15—March 2015 Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 

 22— March 2015 Sun 10.00 am Fast Boat Appreciation Day 

  29—March 2015 Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 



Who we are:  

Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who 

construct and sail model, radio controlled boats. 

What we do: 

We build, sail and talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally 

from half a metre to three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats, 

yachts, tugs and fast electric craft. These remote control models are mostly 

powered by electric motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft. 

OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2014-2015 

    Commodore: Neil Spencer 

Vice Commodore: Tony Weaver 

Secretary: Tony Goldsworthy 

Treasurer: Bob Griffiths 

First Ordinary Member: Martin Hopper 

2nd. Ordinary Member: Peter Lemm 

Quartermasters: Peter Eames, Phil Clarke 

Safety Officer: Les Lee 

Almoner: John Savage 

Membership Officer Claude Miller 

Newsletter Editor:                                 Tony Weaver 

Webmaster: Michael Best 
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LOCATION & CONTACTS 

 Sailing Venue & Clubhouse 
Sunday and Wednesday mornings 

Surrey Park Lake 
Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128 

Australia 

Newsletter Editor 

 
editor@spmbc.org.au 

Club Email Address secr@spmbc.org.au 

Snail Mail P.O. Box 2, Ascot Vale, Vic. 3032 Australia 

Webmaster web_master@spmbc.org .au 


