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COMMODORE’S
MESSAGE

This is the start to a new era with the
production of a brand-new style of our
BILGEWATER newsletter

The generosity of Mal Roberts in
producing this great issue is very much
appreciated by all.

Mal has kindly used his know-how with
computers and other fields and this will
be without doubt a great issue

All that 1s required in future from
members are articles, hints on building
model boats or any other matenal
suitable as long as we are not breaking
copytight laws.

Hopefully, BILGEWATER will be
published quarterly, so between this
1ssue and the next — please search and
think of articles.

At our Annual General meeting we will
be requiring a new Secretary and
treasurer. For our club to continue 1t 1s
imperative that these positions be filled.
Please give serious thought.

We are still able to use the lake but are
restricted owing to the weed problem.

With the advent of rain hopefully, this
problem will go

The generosity of Illawong Retirement
Village has allowed us use of their
facilities which are outstanding. All
members going down there have a
marvelous day on a magnificent lake and
the facilities provided. The next visit is
in May, the date will be on the notice
board.

The Club members are still building
magnificent models and it is a pleasure
on a Sunday to see many of them on the
water and others in varying stages of
being built.

We have approximately 60 members on
our list and average approximately 20
each Sunday. [ would like to see some
of the other 40 members be in
attendance, if not to sail their model, but
just to have a yarn. It would be great to
see fresh faces.

Again please keep the Committee
positions in mind so this great Club will
continue to prosper.

Ken Clements.

Page 2
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A great day dawned on Sunday 5"
March 2000 for the 2 hour trip [for me
anyway] to the Geelong Model Boat
Club at the lake in Deakin Uni.
Arriving just after 10, we found quite a
lot of activity at lakeside, and
recognising Les and Bill’s friendly
navy and Graham’s Elco MTB, knew
that Surrey Park was well represented.

The lake is not large but of ample size
to support the 40 odd boats [ counte
just before lunch, with plenty of shade
and space to set up the boats on the
bank, The water level was down about
12" because of the drought [Geelong 1s
on water restrictions] and this left it a
little shallow around the wharf area.
but you got a good long run from end
to end with a line of permanent buoys
for steering tests down the centre of the
lake.

There was plenty of variety in boat
types, from small yachts, paddle
steamers, a steam launch, a great
model of the submarine from Jules
Vern’s 20,000 Leagues under the Sea,
even a radio-controlled duck [the
quack-quack kind] that spraved water
from it’s beak. During the day the
submarine stalked many a boat
including Les’ and Bill's battleships.
[t was very difficult to pick up its
translucent periscope. [ admitto
almost chopping it up with the tug’s
props at one stage.
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Talking to a couple of the club’s
members Andrew Boyd and Garth
Little, it appears the club is pretty
informal with no official office
bearers, they meet on the first Sunday
of the month to just get on with model
boating. It was the first outing of the
club’s new frequency board — and a
very clear and precise item it was.
There was not too much trouble getting
a frequency although Phil and the
Colin Archer might disagree! Come
lunchtime a gas BBQ was thankfully
provided for those wishing to sizzle a
sausage.

Due to the event being publicised in
the local papers, there were quite a few
interested members of the public
present and their queries kept everyone
on their toes. A thoroughly enjoyable
day ended with some members heading
towards Torguay to see the old tug
"Hero” which is undergoing
restoration.

Thanks Geelong Club for the
invitation

Your intrepid reporter, Spike Martin
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A pleasant wee craft spotted at Lakes Enfrance recently..make a great model




—

BILGE WATER

AUTUMN 2000

Oh come you lods and lasses,

Il tell to you a tale.

Of boats and men who sall them,
Whether power, steam or sail.

Our club has many mambers,
Mad keen boaters all,

Carme rain or hail on Sunday,
They answer fo the call,

They line up af the lokesicde,
Dodge weed and loose duck poo,
Have a smoke to setlle down,

And o cup of coffes oo,

Peter Eames and big John Kerys,
Qiuite often fight o dusl,

But they both have pots of money,
And can afferd to play it coal,

Cur Grahamn cocks the sausages,
On our barbeque so hot,

Ther he hias fo dash to get his share,
Before the hungries scoff the ot

Il not forget the morming,

Peter's boat was running free.,
When "whop” info the reed he went,
A sight for all to see.

Cr fearless leader Kenneth,

Gives our cook a damed hard fima
Claims he needs mora practcs,
But he's first in the dinner line.

Ken cuts up the onions niceny,

His eyes begin to tear,

Do you weep tor a long lost lagy love,
W whisper in his ear,

When Frenchmean wish to comrespond,
They send the odd french lettar.

Jonin Klenys found a different one,
Wrapped round his boats propeller.

While frying to remove fhe thing,
From his propelier shaft,
A lady sitting fght behind,

Just laughed and loughed and loughed.

John swore and muttered to himseif,
It caome away in bifs.

His mate instead of helping,

Just had laughing fits,

The moral of the droll event,

Is “watch out for the foaties™

If this waming isn't heedead,

You'll have a group of irate bodaties,

Beware, bewara of Las les,
Her poached Bill's boat away
Bill hex mightty plots revengs,
Sweaars Les will ue the day,

Stolwart Graharn Smitheick,

Has an °E beatf Small and grey.
When fhe big boys hit the water,
Protaction monsy ha will pay

Chd Srnithy sheds propelleds.

And hits the ducks of soeed.

Just gz well thare were no greanies,
To visw the dirty desd.

I've heard of mooning cver gids,
But Les is far rmore "arty”,

He doesn't do things by hohves,
Cad his mcoring ot a party.

But we afe modesd buliders all,

With an image to mandain.

Otars sea us differently,

Some with hope and somea with pain

Cur banker cleorly sees us.
Az throwing casn ooy

He thinks of us os crazy.

In a profifable way

The moded store propnetor,

Whien we sharmble fhrough his doct
Sees a fat and eager wallet,

Corne gliding ‘cross the foor

We sea ourselves as heros,
As captains of our fate

As Napolaon or Nelson,
With a frue love as first mate.

Cur wives they see us clearly,

If we beliave whats umaoured
They see us wopped In nopoes,
A baoby to be humoured

They wanted something writtan,
To fill the old newslater,

If this ditty doesn't fill he Dl

Il think of something better,
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DOWN THE
VOICEPIPE......

When buying a radio control system, first
check to see if the original seal on the box
has been broken. If the box appears to
have been previously opened, check the
transmitter frequency number on the front
of the case. Remove the crystal holder on
the transmitter and check if the crystal
number matches the number on the
transmitter,

An incident occurred when the operator
was using the transmitter with the
frequency tag number from the font of his
control system. Only after a collision and
an investigation it was found the crystal
number in the transmitter and receiver
were different.

Phil Clarke.

This year's

YEA AUTUMN
FESTIVAL

with Graham Smithwick

Sunday March 26" Dawned bright and
sunny at Yea swimming pool. Last year it
rained all day. Approximately ten
members plus family members attended.

All seemed to have a good time. Members
of the public kept coming in throughout
the day. In fact, they were still coming
after the club had packed up and left for
home.

Brian Beecham put on a one-man show
with his PT Boat.

AUTUMN 2000

Visitors did show a lot of interest in Allen
(ray’s steamboat collection, Phil Clarke’s
new destroyer and Grant Austin’s
squirting tug. Ray Carlton’s police launch
also had some interested admirers.

Les Lee produced a new frequency board
which was greatly appreciated by the
members.

Thanks must go to Allan Grey for making
a tugboat available for the public to try. In
fact, one young fellow insisted on running
the tug continually in reverse and tuming
it into a submarine! But unlike the
Titanic, the tug was unsinkable.

Did anybody go and have a look at the Art
and Craft display at the town hall? 1
noticed a great display of dolls and teddy
bears on the stage. Apparently set up by
one of our members. Who could this be?

Well that's it for this year. Hope we get
an invitation in 2001,

DAYLIGHT
SAVING

March 25/26. Who put the clock forward
one hour? Who put the clock back one
hour? Who forgot altogether? Who
arrived at the clubroom too early?

We won't mention any names will we
Peter and John



JOHN KIERYS

John's beautiful “S-BOAT™ has
a 60 inch long [1.52 m] fibre glass

hull scratch-built from imported plans.

The twin screws are gearbox driven
with 9.6 Volts power to each motor.
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