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SURREY PARK MODEL BOAT CLUB INC.
WHO WE ARE. Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and
professions who construct and sail model radio controlled boats.
WHAT WE DO. We build, sail and talk about model boats. Models range in size generally
from a half a metre to three metres in length and include models of fishing boats, naval craft,
paddle boats, yachts, tugs and fast electric craft. The remote controlled models are mostly
powered by electric motors, steam or wind power in the case of sailing craft. Internal
combustion engines are not permitted.
WHERE WE ARE. The Club meets every Sunday and most Wednesdays at the Lake known
as „Surrey Dive‟, located near the rear of the Whitehorse Aquatic and Leisure Centre.
Parking in Standard Avenue or Surrey Drive, Melway 47, B11.

SPMBC OFFICE BEARERS 2009-10
Elected at the AGM on 5th. July 2009
COMMODORE Bruce Rodda
VICE - COMMODORE Brian Stephen
SECRETARY Tony Goldsworthy
TREASURER Don Knowles
FIRST ORDINARY MEMBER (Members‟ Representative) Ian Jemmeson
SECOND ORDINARY MEMBER Bob Owen
QUARTERMASTERS Peter Eames and Spence Herd
SAFETY OFFICERS Trevor Johnson and Ken Burge.
AUDITOR Alan Gray

SUBSCRIPTION FEES 2009/2010
Membership fees are due on 1st. July each year and must be paid before 1st.September
to maintain Club rights.
Annual Subscriptions:
Adult (18 years + )
$60.00
Family Membership (at the same address)
$65.00
Junior (under 18 years) $20.00
Concession (pensioner or 55 years + )
$40.00

Pro rata subscriptions when joining part way through the year:
Adult
Concession
Family
Junior

1st. Oct to 31st. Dec
$45.00
$30.00
$48.00
$15.00

1st. Jan to 31st. Mar
$30.00
$20.00
$33.00
$10.00

1st. Apr to 30th. Jun
$15.00
$10.00
$16.00
$5.00

$10.00 Entrance fee applies to the above amounts.
$20.00 discount applies to Members who live more than sixty kilometres from Surrey Dive.

SURREY PARK MODEL BOAT CLUB
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2009
OCTOBER (Friday) 2nd.

NIGHT SAILING

OCTOBER 4th.

DAYLIGHT SAVING starts.
(Clocks forward one hour)

OCTOBER (Friday) 9th.

SPMBC PRESENTATION AT MSMEE
(8pm. 93 Wills Street, Glen Iris.
Melway 59, J8)

OCTOBER

17th. & 18th.
COMO GARDENS
(Basin-Olinda Road, The Basin.
Melway 65, K8)

OCTOBER 18th.
(10am. to 4pm.)

WHITEHORSE SPRING FESTIVAL

NOVEMBER 8th.

SWAP AND SELL

NOVEMBER 14th. & 15th. ACT (CANBERRA) ANNUAL REGATTA
NOVEMBER 22nd.

STEAM DAY (& ‘Bad Taste’ Hat Day)

DECEMBER 13th.

CHRISTMAS FUNCTION
(12pm. Manhattan Hotel, Ringwood
Melway 63, D1)

SURREY PARK MODEL BOAT CLUB & AMBULANCE VICTORIA
At the May 2009 monthly meeting, concern was expressed that an ambulance may have
difficulty in finding „The Dive‟ should an emergency arise. The following (edited)
correspondence is a consequence of that concern and has resulted in a clear procedure to be
followed in the event of such an emergency. All people frequenting the club house are
asked to acquaint themselves with the instructions on the Ambulance Victoria cards
displayed on the notice board in the club house.
Metropolitan Ambulance Service,
375 Manningham Road,
Doncaster,
VICTORIA.
Dear Sir,
The Surrey Park Model Boat Club sails regularly on Sundays and Wednesdays in Box Hill at a place locally known as
„Surrey Dive‟.
An increasing proportion of the members of the Model Boat Club is of advancing years and sooner or later there is
the likelihood that an ambulance will be required to attend to an emergency illness.
Some members have expressed concern that in such an event there is a probability that the ambulance may not know
where to find the SPMBC club house at „Surrey Dive‟.
The purpose of this letter is to provide the ambulance service with the location of the SPMBC club house that would
enable any driver to find the building quickly and easily.
In the hope that it may be of some use, there is a sketch map attached and although not to scale, shows vehicular
access to the club house and is based on features that can be reconciled with the Melway Street Directory, map
reference 47,B11.
Please advise if you require further information that will assist with this matter.
Yours faithfully,
Ken Burge,
Secretary, SPMBC

Secretary
SURREY PARK MODEL BOAT CLUB
Thank-you for writing to Ambulance Victoria regarding the location of the Surrey
Park Model Boat Club.
As there is no actual address point in Lands Vic mapping for the location of your
club, we would request that you ask members that if they should require an
ambulance (or any other emergency service) to give address as 33 Alexander St,
Box Hill. This is land belonging to the Aquatic Club next door and will ensure a
timely dispatch of the ambulance. Then on answering all the medical patient
questions continue giving further details that the club is off Surrey Drive next to the
Aquatic Club.
Is there a sign post pointing to the Model Boat Club that is easy to see to assist the
responding ambulance crews?
(signed)
Administrative Support Officer

COMMODORE’S REPORT (Spring 09)
The correspondence on the opposite page has resulted in the registration of our
address with the Emergency Services as 33 Alexander Street, Box Hill.
Now, there should be no ambiguity in defining our location to „000‟ for any
emergency vehicle‟s attendance. In addition to the instructions on the
Ambulance Victoria cards on the notice board in the club house it is to be
expected that someone will be waiting for any emergency vehicle at the access
road off Surrey Drive should further directions be required. Remember, you
could be the reason for the call.
************************************
Your Committee has found it necessary to apply strict rules to the
operation of fast boats on the lake where a 'fast' boat is now defined as a
boat that is considered by the Safety Officers, as one that may present a
hazard to other boats.
In the past, reliance was placed on the operators of 'fast' boats to
exercise due care and for the operators of 'slow' boats to withdraw for the
short time that fast boats went throught their paces.
It now seems that such consideration has had to be revised. Henceforth,
the Committee directs that:The sailing of fast boats will be at the discretion of the Safety
Officers either of whom will allocate times and supervise the sailing
of fast boats on request by any person wishing to launch a fast
boat. A Safety Officer will display a red flag and blow a whistle, if
thought fit, prior to a fast boat being launched. Other users of the
lake then have a choice of withdrawing or continue sailing at their
own risk. The 'all clear' will be given at the conclusion of the fast
boat's run or at the discretion of the Safety Officer.
***********************************
We are pleased to acknowledge the following e-mail.
„Dear Friends,
On behalf of my wife and I, I would like to thank you for all the support you have given
us since the fires that destroyed our home on the 7th of Feb. Please know your generous
donations, kind thoughts and prayers were very much appreciated at a very difficult time in our
lives.
We have now moved into our new home in Healesville and are settling in well.
I hope to once again build model boats in the future.
Again, thank you very much.
Mike and Heather Smyth.‟

*************************************************

COMMODORE’S REPORT (Spring 09 cont.)
We are to give a presentation to the Melbourne Society of Model and Experimental Engineers
(MSMEE) at 8pm. on Friday 9th. October 2009 at 93 Wills Street, Glen Iris (opp. the Glen Iris
railway station). This will be an ideal opportunity to display and describe a diversity of model boats
to a kindred society and all members of SPMBC are urged to attend and support the occasion with
marine models. It is hoped that there will be signifcant examples of models of the many types of
ships that are part of the Surrey Park boating scene. There are further details and a map on the
club notice board and additional arrangements will be posted as the date draws nearer.
*******************************************************************

Now that Tony Goldsworthy is our Secretary the club address
for all correspondence is:The Secretary,
Surrey Park Model Boat Club,
1522 Main Road,
Research,
VIC. 3095
COMO GARDENS OPEN DAYS,
We have again been offered the opportunity to display and sail boats on

Saturday 17th. and Sunday 18th. October 2009
as part of a charity fundraiser, at

Como Gardens,
Basin-Olinda Road,
The Basin. (Melway 65, K8),
Como Gardens attracts large crowds for its Open Days and these present us with an ideal opportunity to display and
sail a variety of models for the visitors to the Gardens, on a lake much like our own.
Models are on static display when not in use and it is essential that the Club‟s exhibit is staffed by members, wearing
their Club name badges, from 0900 to 1600 hours, on both days.
Entrance fee and food are gratis for Club members with boats. Ian Jemmeson will shortly be placing full details on
the notice board for those wishing to display and operate boat(s) on either day of that weekend. All types of models
are encouraged to ensure a good display mix on each day.

We have submitted our expression of interest to exhibit at the WHITEHORSE SPRING FESTIVAL on
Sunday 18th. October 2009. This clashes with Como Gardens (and the Cobden Spring Festival) but we
should be able to accommodate them and details will be provided when they become known.
****************************************************************
Towards the end of this newsletter there is reproduced a letter of instructions for Captain H Smith on the
occasion of his first command in the ship „Cromartyshire‟. On behalf of the genealogist who submitted the
letter, the Editor seeks any information whatsoever about the said Captain Smith - a long shot but one never
knows.
STOP PRESS. (Capt. Smith has been held over until the Summer „Bilge Water‟ due to insufficient space in
this newsletter.)
That‟s it for this season,
Good Sailing, Bruce Rodda.

OLD SALT
By The Bosun

I‟ve often been inspired to write,
„Bout feats of daring-do.
Or the funny things the Dockrats did,
That got them in the poo.
But to write about an octopus,
Is a thing I‟ve never ever done.
But needs must, lads, so settle down,
The fun has just begun.
On a Wednesday bottom feeding,
(In this case a literal fact).
Cephalopod was on the menu,
Baby octopus to be exact.
Octopus are bottom feeders,
And have eight legs as well.
Bob didn‟t like the look of them,
And he didn‟t like the smell.
But with admirable fortitude,
And cast iron Tum as well.
He essayed to try a sample,
And found them tough as hell.
He munched and masticated,
He barely got it down.
Wouldn‟t go another one,
And stood up with a frown.
They had all those waving squiggley arms,
And had funny looking eyes.
Not the sort of jolly thing,
One puts in good meat pies.
“You jokers made me eat this stuff,
But I had to give it best.”
“Here, drink my cabbage water,
„Twill put hair upon your chest.
This sort of Tucker really sorts,
The men out from the boys.
But his victims wimped it, boys and girls,
And went to sail their model toys.

And there you have it, one and all,
It‟s the lad‟s Achilles Heel.
Cabbage water and young Octopus,
Will spoil a real good meal.
John Keirys has a need for speed,
So he bought two brand new boats.
He reckons they will just about,
Beat anything that floats.
They‟re petrol driven racers,
A Mono and a Picklefork.
He set up in the clubroom,
And they caused a deal of talk.
Peter Eames he had a glassy look,
In both his big blue eyes.
And if he arrives with one of these,
„Twill come as no surprise.
Bruce as well, was eager,
To see these monsters on the water.
John was sorely tempted,
Although he knew he shouldn‟t oughter.
When John briefly ran the boat,
Upon the clubhouse table top.
The oil rich fumes then given off,
Caused passers-by to stop.
John can‟t wait to get his boats,
On a nice big stretch of lake.
To open up the throttle,
And give them all that they can take.
My barmaid likes to cuddle,
With perhaps a little kiss.
She serves a damn good beer too,
She‟s a saucy little miss.
It‟s raining really hard now,
The winds blowing up a gale.
I think I‟ll head down to the pub
And end this little tale.
Cheers,
The Bosun

New Boats at „The Dive‟

Pictured at right is Gary Foster introducing
his Viking ship to those present on Sunday
12th. July 2009, shortly before his splendid
model was placed in the water. Lending
atmosphere to the occasion is Georgie
Wilkinson and the assembly expressed its
appreciation to Gary for making the launch a
special occasion and for his generosity in
providing lunch. Now, Gary makes his own
observations.
„Launching my Viking ship, by Gary Foster.
A splendid time was had by all with the
launch of my as yet unnamed Viking
longboat, on July 12. The weather held off
(pretty rare for winter at the “dive”).
About 40 people attended the ceremony. This
was followed by a barbeque lunch cooked by chief steward Graham Smithwick, ably assisted by Graham
Law, Trevor Johnson and Ted Tamlyn. Thanks to them and the work in cooking and cleaning up
afterwards. It meant that Marilyn and I could spend the time with our invited guests and club members.
Ken Burge ably assisted by introducing proceedings. The launch went off without a hitch, although I will
need to limit sailing at the moment to very calm days due to power problems, and lack of sailing prowess
with this sort of craft.

New Boats at „The Dive‟(cont.)
A competition formed part of the day,
where people had to submit their choice of
name for the Viking ship. Some of the
responses for the actual name were:
Dragon‟s Breath, Hagar the terrible. „s
not Lego.
The position of the name on the ship was
also asked for. These were some of the
responses:
1st choice – Stern. 2nd choice – Sterner.
Above the waterline. 1st choice – The
pointy end. 2nd choice – The other pointy
end. A fire proof safe („s not Lego).
All of these “technical places” for
position were the result of contributions
from club members.
So, a big thank you to all who took part in
this competition.
All in all, it was a good day, and I thank
all people who helped to make the day as
happy and successful for me as it was.
Gary Foster.‟

PS. AND THE WINNER IS:
Sandra and Greg Bignell. They are my
next door neighbours.
The name: Dragon’s Breath.
PS. I think I will add the name above the
waterline as suggested.
Right: She floats. Assisted by Greg
Bignell, Gary launches his viking ship.

Left: The model is 1350 mm in length and 380 mm
beam, clinker built from riveted pine planking. The
design was researched from Internet sites, loosly
based on the „SKULDELEV‟ excavated in the 1960s.
The Viking ship photos by Mal Roberts.
Addendum: Some time during 1070-1090 AD, five
Viking ships were sunk at Skuldelev, Denmark, to make a
barrage across a narrow channel. In 1898, parts were
found by a skipper who gave them to the National
Museum and in 1924, more parts were salvaged, when the
passage through the barrage was widened. The National
Museum started examining the site in 1957 and between
1962 and 1969 all ship parts were recovered and now are
displayed at the Viking Ship Museum in Roskilde, near
Copenhagen.
**********************************

SURREY PARK MODEL BOAT CLUB MEMBER PROFILE
In the April 1991 issue of „Bilge Water‟ there is a picture of a youthful Alan Gray in the club house
displaying some of his many steam engines and boats. Not much has changed over the
intervening eighteen years. The multitude of steam models and boats has increased and
examples are frequently brought to „The Dive‟ for demonstration or sailing. As well as being a
long time active member Alan plays a pivotal role as the Club‟s Public Officer and has served as
Auditor since the
time of the Club‟s
incorporation.
Alan was born in
Edenhope the elder
son of Sid, school
teacher, and Beryl
Gray. Alan started
his schooling at
Westburn and later
at Meringur school.
The family moved to
Melbourne when
Gray Snr. joined his
brother‟s practice,
the firm of Gray and
Gray, Solicitors.
Alan matriculated
from Northcote High
School in 1955,
graduated in Law
from the University
of Melbourne and
joined the firm in
1962 becoming the
principal of Gray
and Gray on the
death of his uncle.
Alan and Barbara were married in 1963. They have a son Andrew, a Chartered Accountant and a
daughter Elizabeth, an accomplished academic (LL.B and BA, Monash, MA Melbourne
and PhD. Camb.).
As is often the case, Alan‟s interest in models in general and steam power in particular stemmed
from his father‟s interest in the same things. The „O‟ gauge railway in the backyard of the family
home was significant and the mention of Meadmore‟s strikes a nostalgic chord („I think they were
in Bourke Street or Exhibition Street, not quite sure....‟).
It was the sight of a Surrey Park Model Boat Club T shirt that made Alan aware of the existence of
the Club. He joined and acknowledges the guidance given him by Alan Endicott in many of the
esoterics of model boat building. They both travelled to Mystic Seaport, Connecticut, USA for the
occasion that Alan Endicott‟s „Ticonderoga‟ was exhibited there. They returned from New York
one month before the twin towers of the World Trade Centre were brought down by that appalling
act of terrorism.
Alan‟s interests extend to full scale sailing and he has crewed at St. Kilda and Williamstown,
belonged to the Cairn Curran Sailing Club, has owned a „Mirror‟, then a „Laser‟ and presently has
a „Sabre‟.
What follows is a patchwork photographic inventory of some of Alan‟s models - a complete list is
not feasible and he admits, firstly, to having a space crisis at home and secondly, not readily given
to smiling in photographs of himself.

SURREY PARK MODEL BOAT CLUB MEMBER PROFILE (cont.)
2
1a

1b
3
4

5

6

1a & 1b. Demonstration model showing various stages of construction.
2. Part of Alan‟s menagerie of stationary engines, locomotives of various gauges with boats
„Topaz‟ and „Imara‟ in the back ground.
3. A smaller version of „Ticonderoga‟.

5. The steam launch „Topaz‟ getting close attention.

4. „Itchen Ferry‟.
6. Schooner „Wood Lawn‟.

SURREY PARK MODEL BOAT CLUB MEMBER PROFILE (cont.)
7a
8

7b.

7a & 7b.

The twin engined LPG fired tugboat „Imara‟.

8.

„Footie‟.

******************************************************************
Much more can be said about Alan Gray's 'Footie', shown above right.
It represents one example of an entire fleet of model racing skiffs that were built and raced in the
Sydney suburb of Balmain in the first half of last century.
Of the fleet, those boats of 8”, 10” and 32"ers were lightly built and regarded as pond boats.
The 12", 18" and 2ft ers were classed as open water model skiffs and were more robust in their
construction with deeper hull depth and draught, wider beams, heavier keels and long masts and
booms. A noticeable feature was the sharply triced up boom to keep it out of the water when
heeling. Less obvious was the sliding keel that was adjusted for optimum balance for beating or
running respectively.
There was only one dimension or rating rule to each class and that was overall length, for
example, a 12" boat had to be 12" from stem to transom. Sail area, displacement, draught, beam
and so on, were uncontrolled.
These skiffs grew in such numbers that crowds followed the races on ferries and in contravention
of the law people wagered on the results. Since 1900 the history of the 'Balmain Bugs', as they
were known, seems to have ended in about the 1950s.
Ref: „Sydney‟s Model Racing Skiffs‟,
Stephen Crewes. (Below, Drummoyne 12” Club, 1948)

MELBOURNE TO HOBART ON THE „ENTERPRIZE‟.
“The trip of a lifetime” by Bob Owens.
Bob Owens, Les Lee and Peter Eames attended the 2009 Biennial Australian Wooden Boat Festival in
Hobart. Les, Peter and the van (loaded with their exhibits for the show) travelled the easy way aboard
The Spirit of Tasmania from Station Pier. Bob, along with the crew of eight and eight passengers, boarded
the tall ship Enterprize at 10.30 am. on Thursday 29th January 2009, and cast off from Boyd jetty
Williamstown for the voyage south to the ‘apple isle’, to experience life under sail, rendezvous at Hobart
and attend the Festival.
Bob describes his adventure.
“We clear the jetty and hoist all sail bringing us up to the
dizzy speed of 6 knots. If you calculate the time to Hobart
at 6 knots we won‟t make the trip in eight days as planned
so we cheat a little and enlist the help of the engine from
time to time.
On open seas, a ship carrying passengers is required to
carry out safety drills and we are shown the escape doors,
right, left and centre, how to put on your life jacket after
you have come up on board. There is a good reason for
this. If you put it on down below, you won‟t be able to
gain the deck - it is a very small ship. One very curious
sight on our way to Port Phillip Head, was that the ropes
going aloft were at one stage covered with dragon flies, all
lined up like so many sparrows .
Approaching the narrows we see the action of the tide on
the under water terrain - it looked as if the water was
boiling, and another unusual thing was that we gave way
to two very large container ships. I always thought that
power gives way to sail. Once clear of the Heads we sail
on down the coast and witness the most breathtaking
sunset.
Friday 30th. January
Had a good night‟s sleep, which by the way, is not in a
hammock, but on a bunk. The sleeping arrangements on
board are communal, so we are all relieved that none of
us snore. Of the passengers there are six males and two of
the other gender. One gentleman came on board with two
crates of grog, one wine and one of the elixir of life (the
crater1). I, for one, thought that we would be not encouraged to indulge on board such a small ship, you
can‟t go walkabouts very far without getting your feet wet.
The ship, having rounded Cape Liptrap at 5 a.m. proceeded onto Oberon Bay and there dropped anchor. We
have breakfast and go for a swim if you wished; it is a very hot day and the deck gets very hot. One way to
cool it down is to wash it down with sea water and in doing so you get your feet wet, so off come the shoes.
This small event nearly floors me as I inadvertently got both feet sunburnt. This was very painful.
We do a bit of fishing when we weigh anchor and catch three nice fish which provide us with a nice dinner.
The food on board is very good and it was all thanks to a nice young lady member of the crew.
On and on we go round Wilsons Prom S.E. Cape, we are spotted by three hikers on the beach and we fire
our cannon in their honour.
Passing Cape Wellington we go on to Refuge Cove, and there we drop anchor, in the company of a small
yacht , and are soon joined by another small yacht, neither of which pays the slightest interest in our being
there. I thought this was very strange. We build up the zodiac2 and are ferried ashore; this is like being
transported back in time and being the first people to set foot on shore. It is very hot but I join in the trek up
the hill to view the ship sitting in the bay like one of my models.
1
2

Whisky
An inflatable boat with removable thwarts.

MELBOURNE TO HOBART ON THE „ENTERPRIZE‟ (cont.)
Pictured at right is First Mate
Matt and helmsman Bob
somewhere in the Tasman Sea.
Back on board I am given my
wish to go aloft, which I have
done on a previous voyage,
only this time I stop for a
breather standing on the yard
arm. It is the captain who
accompanies me up there and
on regaining the deck I am
asked what it was like to be
aloft. I replied that I would
not like to be up there in the
middle of a storm, scary. We
dine later and I join in with the
ship‟s band, guitar, banjo, tin
whistle and my trusty
harmonica. 8.30 pm we once
again weigh anchor and return
to our trek south.
As this is my turn on night watch I retire early to bed knowing that we have a sick passenger on board and
he needs medical attention. We divert our course and head for Welshpool, my intention was to sleep until I
heard the engine stop and I would report for duty. Only one problem, we didn‟t stop. We transferred the
passenger to the coast guard launch at sea and I slept through it all.
Saturday 31st. January.
It is getting a bit to windy for us out here, so we make tracks for Killiecranky Bay where we drop anchor
once again. Some of my companions go ashore to do some shopping. There is one shop so that didn‟t take
too long. A short time later, two „tinnies‟ draw alongside and ask all the usual questions. What? Where?
Why? Then they ask would it be OK if they brought some of the kids out to board us? Why not? And in
due course they arrive; of course I have taken command of the ship in my Captain Feathersword hat, and
the kids, I mean all the kids, large or small, enjoy the visit.
For this act of kindness we are all invited ashore to partake of a barbie. Well, you should have seen the size
of the cray fish that was cooked for us, boiled and barbied. Les would give his eye teeth to have been there.
Back on board we practise our music and anchor watch is set - Wake Master if:1
Wind exceeds 30 knots.
2
Radar ring moves on to land or rocks.
3
Depth is shallower than 4 metres or deeper than 6 metres.
4
Or, if in any doubt whatsoever.
Sunday 1st February.
Today the wind is blowing 40 knots which of course, drags the anchor. We have to weigh and reset the
anchor in a different spot and having done so we are at liberty to once again go ashore, this time to hunt for
the Killiecranky diamonds. I believe that they are garnets, of which I find one, and am happy at that, they
are found on the beach in gravel.
At 2 pm we once again weigh anchor and set all sail, which was really good going, but this did not last long
because the wind rose to a good 25 knots and it got a bit woolly. So we shorten sail and make for a safe
place to shelter, Marshall Bay, and drop anchor once again.
Monday 2nd. February.
Today is not a good day to be at sea. We weigh anchor and head south into a head wind which gets stronger
by the hour but we plod on. I must have been under the weather as I can‟t really remember what was going
on lying in my bunk. I remember sliding from one end to the other. I can vaguely remember some one
saying that we had lost something overboard and that the captain had gone overboard to retrieve it .

MELBOURNE TO HOBART ON THE „ENTERPRIZE‟ (cont.)
Tuesday 3rd. February.
When I surfaced in the morning I find out what we had lost. We had struck a rather large wave and it had
taken the jib-boom clean off. I survey the damaged boom lying on the deck and our job today is to
disentangle all the ropes, stays and pulleys and secure the ropes that we need to rig up a temporary fore stay.
It is a sad day as we are informed that we are to abandon our plans to go to Hobart and we have been
ordered to return to Melbourne. Sad, sad, day.
Come dinner time we are informed that we are to continue our journey south and to have our jib-boom
repaired in Hobart. I have no photographs taken on this day but I do remember hanging over the wheel
house and someone saying, "Are you all right Bob?" and my reply was, "Yes, just shoot me."
Wednesday 4th. February.
8.25 pm. We weigh anchor and resume our sail down the East coast of Tasmania, this day is all sailing, past
Weather Rock, then St. Helens, doing a fair gait, 7.2 knots, on, on into the night, thank God for radar and
GPS.
Thursday 5th. February.
Today, I am on watch at 6am and given the job of helmsman. It is very cold but we witness the most
beautiful sunrise. There are some magnificent cliffs on the coast here and it is requested that we go a little
nearer to the coast for a look. After a short time I am told off as I seem to be going a little too close for
comfort. We at this stage are being piloted by a shoal of dolphin as we pass Eagle Hawk Neck, Cape Pillar
and finally by going through The Hole In The Wall. I am not in charge of the helm at this stage but I do a
bit of navigation and plot the course for Port Arthur where we enter with all sail aloft. We anchor in 14
metres and proceed to invade the establishment ashore, again in my captain‟s hat, well, you know me.
Friday 6th February.
6.15 am. We weigh anchor. If you have never been on board a sailing ship when this is going on, it is very
noisy. The engine is started as you will appreciate that the anchor does not go straight down into the water
but rests at an angle of about 45 degrees. This is called by The Mate as "Long stay ahead ", but with the
action of the engine it might change to, "Short stay to port (or starboard)," depending on the drift of the ship.
"Short stay up and down" is the position we are after. Then it is, "All stop." At that we may raise the
anchor.
We proceed round West Arthur Head and Cape Raoul. I am given the job as helmsman and again we have
dolphin for company. It is not all play and sightseeing on board; at this stage we have to dress ship and
make her "Ship shape and Bristol fashion " to enter port, brasses all shining and the sail set, hand rails oiled
and decks scrubbed. We proceed up the Derwent River to be met by a huge flotilla of large and small ships,
the largest being "The
Young Endeavour" and of
course we are firing our
cannon at a rate of about
one every 3 minutes,
Our trip is over as we tie
up at Franklin Wharf,
Hobart. It has been the
trip of a lifetime and an
experience I would not
have missed. I
recommend it to all my
ship mates.”
Bob.
Picture at left. Nearing
journey’s end and about to
navigate through the Hole
In The Wall.
*******************

NAVY DAY Sunday 25th. May 2009
Sam Camilleri‟s carrier heads the sail past of the variety of models present on the
day.

*******************************************************************************

One Hour Enduro

Sunday 9th. August 2009.
Of the fifteen entrants in the Enduro „No, you may not touch your boat after the
event has started’ - the order of greatest
laps - „except to clear the propellor of
weed’ -at the conclusion of one hour „No, you may not empty the water out of
your boat and resume competing’, - was
Brian Beecham with 42, Mal Roberts
and Richard Carlson close behind
with 38 each, - ‘No, if the hatch cover
comes off you may not touch the boat to
adjust it’ - Damien Gardner with 33
and Alan Gray, 31. - „No you may not
replace your battery and keep competing
and if you miss a buoy you really should go
back and sail around it’. Grant Austin,

Tony Goldsworthy, Don Bladier,
Scottie, Gary Foster (Kyosho
Photo above shows Brian and boat, receiving
yacht), Trevor Johnson, Ian
his award from Alan Gray.
Jemmeson, Ross McCrae, Ursa Luettin
and Martin Lui returned commendable scores (to a greater or lesser extent).
*********************************************

Work in Progress
The well proportioned lines of Don Bladier’s
1:5 scale „Gwen 12‟ are very evident in his
pictures of the model‟s progress.
The „Gwen 12‟ was designed by Charles
Cunningham about the 1950's. It was named
after his daughter Gwenda and later changed
to „Gwen‟. It was one of the first lightweight
„two man‟ plywood dinghys and was a very
fast boat. The hull was sheeted with 1/8" ply

at a time when most of the similar
sized boats were sheeted with 1/4"
to 3/8"ply. There was a National
Gwen class for racing and was very
popular till the Lasers came along.

Memo MSMEE.
Don, pictured at left, might be your
Honorary Life Member and your
dedicated Librarian of long standing, but
he is still a good candidate for our
Steam Day (& „Bad Taste‟ Hat Day) on
Sunday 22nd. November 2009.
Surrey Park members are reminded that we
are to give a presentation to the Melbourne
Society of Model and Experimental Engineers
on Friday 9th. October 2009 at 92 Wills Street,
Glen Iris. You are urged to attend, with or
without model boat.

Work in Progress (cont.)
Graham Smithwick’s 1:24 scale „P‟
type ‘Fairmile’ MTB is pictured at
right. Four 5 pole „540‟s, power four
three bladed 35mm screws. The
inboard motors operate as a pair and
the outboard motors supplement the
drive when the current exceeds a
certain load. The hull is GRP.

Above, a cute St. Canute. Whose is it?
Below, To whom does Mt. Washington
belong?

Above: Secretary Tony Goldsworthy, wearing
the hat, explaining to Members‟ Rep. Ian
Jemmeson, the finer points of the former‟s 1:24
scale ketch rigged Tasman training scow
„Enterprize‟. Plans by Float a Boat.
*******************************

OBITUARY

Stuart Andrew
We sadly record the passing of Stuart Andrew. Stuart was a
foundation member of SPMBC and shortly after the formation of
the club held the office of Treasurer for many years. He was
awarded Honorary Life Membership for his contribution to the
club and we extend our sympathy to his widow and family.
Vale shipmate.

NOTICE BOARD.
MELBOURNE STEAM TRACTION ENGINE CLUB INC.
„SCORESBY STEAMFEST‟
6th. 7th & 8th. March 2010
1200 Ferntree Gully Road,
Scoresby 3179
SPMBC has been invited to participate in the annual „Scoresby Steamfest‟, held each year
over the Labour Day Weekend in March. The event provides the opportunity for us to
demonstrate and display model boats. Some undercover display space is available or
outside fenced compound areas can be used if more appropriate.
Details are available from:
Neil Meyers
M.S.T.E.C. Rally Organiser 2010,
www.vicnet.net.au/~mstec

Philip Connolly has donated to
the club many „Model Maker‟
and „Model Boat‟ magazines
published between the years
1966 to 1970. We thank him
for his generosity.

We welcome the following
new members:
Keith Allilomou, Ed Ashcroft,
Vern and Andrew Dalton and
Peter and Leo Spruch.

CHRISTMAS FUNCTION
SPMBC has reserved its ‘usual place’ at
the Manhattan Hotel, Cnr. Heatherdale
and Canterbury Roads,
Ringwood, (Melway 63 D1)
for a midday start on Sunday 13th.
December 2009.
Last year’s function was immensely
successful and there is every reason to
expect that this year’s dinner will be
equally so.
As that day draws nearer, a list will be
posted on the club notice board to which
those attending will be asked to add their
names.

NOTICE BOARD.
Note: The tags of those who did not renew their subscriptions by
the 1st. September 2009, have been removed from the board.
CLUB RULE NO. 7

RESIGNATION OF MEMBER

1.
A member of the Association who has paid all monies due and payable by him
to the Association may resign from the Association by first giving one month‟s notice
of his intention to resign, in writing, to the secretary, and upon expiration of that
period of notice, the member shall cease to be a member.
(Note: It would be appreciated if those who no longer wish to remain club members would
give notice so that their intentions are known and that the integrity of the membership list
can be maintained. Committee)
We have received newsletters from:(i)

Maritime Model Club of NSW.

(ii)

St. George Model Boat Club
„Scuttlebutt‟. (We wish Allan Tayler
every success in his Editorial role.)
They are on the notice board in the
club house.

THE EDITOR ACCEPTS TOTAL
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OPINIONS
EXPRESSED IN 'BILGE WATER'
& .......
...Hogarth wonders why his
computer does what
he tells it to do rather
than what he wants
it to do.

Would members please wear their
name badges when frequenting
Surrey Dive.
If any member has mislaid his/her
name badge, or, if any new member
has not been issued with a badge,
please inform the Members‟ Rep.
The Summer newsletter will hopefully be distributed at
the Manhattan Hotel Christmas Function.

