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Commodore’s Report
My report for this Quarter, March 2013, would be, that all we have done has, as
usual, met with success.
The Christmas Party at the Manhattan Hotel, which was met with some
misgivings on my part, was a resounding success. I took a small Video of the
good crowd that attended. The company was amiable and the food was better
this year than last. My thanks to the members that organised this. Well Done!
Then we had the Ad-Hoc party at the Clubrooms, this was also well attended and was a most pleasurable affair. Again, my thanks to the members who organised the food and the singing. I think we could
engage better entertainment next year. With the success of this occasion I think we should make it an
annual event.
Marysville was an event that I was not able to attend, but by all accounts it went well. I can’t remember what I was doing, it was probably something to do with planes and other pleasurable pursuits.
It is with much regret that we said farewell to one of our members, Ted Tamlyn, who has joined
his daughter in Western Australia. Ted has been a great asset to the Club, and we wish him well in his
new life in the far West. He will be greatly missed by all.
I wish Tony Weaver all the best in his new role as Editor. I look forward with great anticipation
to this, his first edition.
The fundraising event organised by Pat Hetrel in their well known retreat, Como Gardens, was, as
usual, an event not to be missed. Thanks to all who participated in our model boating display.
Although it is a frustrating time at the moment with the council revamping our sailing area, I am
sure it will be to our advantage in the future.
I wish you all well in the future with much companionship and fellowship. Thank you all for your
support during the past nine months.
The Commodore

Bob
Editors Note.
I would like to thank the many people that have assisted in getting my first ‘Bilgewater ‘ to the
finish line.
Michael Best has supplied “templates” and suggested layouts for parts of the newsletter. He will
recognise his bits. Michael of course is also responsible for making ‘Bilgewater’ available from our web site. Also
Mal Roberts, who gave valuable tips learned from his term as Editor as well as providing content. Tony Goldsworthy for putting up with my many questions and providing cogent replies.
Also Ken Burge for his help and encouragement and Gary Foster for his well penned piece about his RNLB
rescue boat. Thank you all.
I hope that everybody enjoys this issue and rush to provide articles and suggestions for future
issues. My Email address is tweaver@bigpond.net.au. Hand written items, photos or even verbal items will be
gratefully accepted.
See you at the Dive,

Tony Weaver
Cover photograph is Garry Foster’s
RNLB rescue boat.
Story on page 4.

Photo by Tony Weaver
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Ted Tamlyn’s ‘Melba’
Ted Tamlyn’s beautiful little tug ‘Melba’ makes a pretty picture during trials of
Ted’s new smoke generator. A very successful display.

Ted is relocating to Western Australia for family
reasons. We will miss Ted around the club very
much. He has been an active member, always ready
to help out when things need to be done or people
need some help.
It is this same sense of duty that sees Ted leave
us and just goes to show the quality of the man.
His regular, legendary Sunday sausage sizzle has
been an event enjoyed and appreciated by all club
members for the last several years.
All the very best to you and yours Ted, from all of
us at the club.

Always welcome at The Surrey Park Model Boat Club.
Photos byTony Weaver
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Gary Foster’s Severn Class Lifeboat
Gary Foster has spent many hours creating this beautiful scale model of an RNLB life
boat. Care in design of controls layout and several sea trials were the important basis of
getting this boat ‘just right’ . The almost end result is a credit to Garry, his professional
wiring layout is the ultimate in neatness and functionality. Gary tells us how it was done.

Constructing the Severn Class Lifeboat.
Have you ever thought about gluing 2000 stainless steel bolt heads on to a model? Well I hadn’t
until I started constructing my “Severn Class” lifeboat. I started the Severn in December 2010.
These boats are used to rescue people from the sea and in some cases the river (The Thames for
one) around Great Britain. Mine is named the “RNLB Marilyn and Gary”. It has the number 17-20.
It is a kit from Speedline kits in England.
The kit is so detailed that there are brass door hinges that have to be glued on using tweezers
(along with those dreaded bolt heads).
In reality, it has been both very rewarding and frustrating at the same time taking on such a
large kit.
The superstructure is constructed from laser cut panels in Perspex. The stanchions, bollards,
etc. are cast from Pewter, and the hull is ABS.
There are many brass parts such as the cavitation plates, which had to be soldered together.
The crane is constructed in this manner.
The fenders are the actual shape of the full
You can’t get much neater than this.
sized boat, and made from rubber with a
hollow section.
The boat is fully wired for navigation and
interior lighting, with about 20 LED’s in all.
The radar operates, and the whole boat has
a fairly good scale speed to it. I used twin
4,700 milli - amp hour batteries in the
model. These supply both the motors and all
lighting throughout the boat. A mixing module brings the power from both batteries
together, to provide a constant 12 volt
supply to the boat.
I decided to try and make the electronics as
neat a part of the overall boat as I could, so
to this end, the component parts for this are mounted on a ply base. “Action Electronics” supplied
the modules, and the cables are run in PVC ducting. The results are very pleasing. With the combined mixer/speed control, at low speeds when turning to port, the starboard motor stops so
that all power will be transmitted via the one motor. The same goes for starboard rudder movement. This action is less prominent the faster you go, to the point where the rudders take over
completely.
Continued on Page 5
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Constructing the Severn Class Lifeboat.
Continued from Page 4……
As part of the kit, I sent off the name to a pre-arranged address, and the company made up
the labels for me. I think that the numbers given to my boat are also registered with the Royal
National Lifeboat group (RNLB), but I am not sure about that.
Not everything worked as I had anticipated. But then, that is part of our hobby of model boat
building isn’t it.
I still have probably 1 year to go in construction (so long as I don’t get disheartened by the
length of build time). I still need to make the “Y” boat from a mini kit, as well as sending to
England for the crew of three (again in kit form).
All in all, a very rewarding and attractive looking model I hope.

Gary Foster.
From any angle she will be a beauty Gary.

Photos by Tony Weaver
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Stormy Weather
Wednesday 5th. September 2012

Dover 57A fishing trawler, shown braving the stormy conditions.
The crew of 'Dover', in the windy weather, was 'brave' Captain John Savage
and 'fearless' 1st Mate Ursa Luettin.

The tug, Atlas, is owned by Ross McCrae and is shown also battling the
stormy conditions on the same Wednesday.
The wind has made the wave formations appear more to scale and gives the
realistic impression of a vessel at sea.
Photos by Tony Weaver
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Christmas lunch 2012
The Committee of SPMBC put on a fabulous, ’No
Charge’ spread for Christmas lunch. The many
Members, and partners, who were lucky enough
to attend enjoyed a wide choice of Cold
Collations, followed by Plumb pudding and ice
cream. All washed down by a nice drop of wine,
if desired.

Well done to all Committee members,
with a special thanks to Joanne Lui.
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Australia Day 2013 at Marysville
A large contingent of SPMBC members, friends and partners made the trip up
through the Black Spur to Marysville on Australia day 2013. With 13 members
providing over 20 R.C. boats for visitors and locals to admire, our club provided
added interest to the combined Australia day and Marysville 150th year
celebrations. A large number of visitors spent time on our stand during the day.
Weather was mild, slightly overcast with, at times, a stiff breeze to keep all
sailors on their toes. The local Lions Club provided a free sausage sizzle for all,
and the Local steel drum band, Pans of Fire, put on a really good musical
performance. A display of Classic cars was very popular with all the petrol heads
and provided a good flow of people ‘traffic’ through our stand.
A good day was had by all and the SPMBC can be proud of the great turn out by
members. I am sure the organisers are well pleased with our support.
Well done to all who attended.

Photo by Tony Weaver
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Australia Day 2013 at Marysville

More photos

Large crowds showed interest throughout the day. Hard to get a photo of boats

Claude busy getting rigged up

Richard, Ursa &Tony G. take a break.
Photos by Tony Weaver
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Schooner Ketch & Couta Boat Day
Schooner, Ketch & Couta Boat day was held on 18th November 2012 and was
well supported with a range of elegant and skilful scale models. A variety are
pictured below.

Photos by Douglas Rochlin
& Tony Weaver
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Gilligan’s Island?
Surrey Dive Island underwent a much needed
clean up in October 2012. With Council approval, a crew of Members including Spencer
Herd , who organised brush cutter and chain
saw, Ross McCrae who did a great job with
the brush cutter, Bob Owens, oarsman and
rouseabout (Ronald McDonald’s dad I think)
Les Lees and Martin Lui, land based unloaders. A mystery fire bug got into the act too,
I believe. Over a period of two weeks the Island was trimmed up nicely. “’Round the Islanders” are happy to be able to follow their
boats more easily now.

Do you want Fries with this?

Smile for the camera Ross.

That’s better, …….....I think !!!
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Just for Larfs
‘Just for Larfs’ is a feature of “Bilgewater” newsletters under the Editorship of Mal Roberts.
Mal, as you know, is recovering from a Stroke and has kindly agreed to contribute to this
edition with a cartoon. It shows that his cartooning skills are back. You will notice that this
cartoon does not have a caption on it. That is our job to come up with one.
The incident that is depicted, shows a member about to take a photograph after stepping into
the water, in normal shoes, after having just taken off his gumboots. This is entirely fictional
of course as no-one would be that silly, or would they?
Think of a caption, either as a title for the scene or as a “speech bubble” for any of the
characters in the cartoon.
There is no prize, except for his/her entry being printed, with the cartoon, in next issue of
Bilgewater. The best couple of entries will be selected for use by an expert panel of judge.
(Mal Roberts) So thinking caps on. Scribble entries on a piece of paper and place in the box
near the notice board. Don’t forget to include your name. Entries can also be Emailed to me at
tweaver@bigpond.net.au

Cartoon by Mal Roberts
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Mal’s Oscar W
This brief article about Mal Robert’s work in progress, ‘Oscar W’ was prepared
for an earlier edition of Bilgewater, and is included in this issue with his permission. At this stage in Mal’s recovery, “ Oscar” is on the back burner but hopefully
she will be completed one day. Even at this stage of the build, the crisp, clean
workmanship is obvious.
Mal Roberts is building a well crafted model of the paddle steamer 'Oscar W'.
Mal's timber work is so good that it will be a shame to paint over it.
The real 'Oscar W' is based in Goolwa South Australia.
The Oscar 'W' is 105 years old this year. (which makes her not quite as old as
Mal) She was built in Echuca in 1908 and is of 'composite' construction, IE Red
Gum planking below the waterline and steel above.
Dimension Details: 103'3" length, 20'7" beam, draught 2'3" to 5'1" draught.
The Oscar 'W' holds the record for the largest load of wool carried down from
the Darling river.

Photos by Mal Roberts & Tony Weaver
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Como Gardens
Sunday 17th. February 2013
Late last year we were asked by
Pat Hetrel if we would again support them for a charity Fund
Raiser on the 17 February.
It was planned to be a one
day event this time and the
theme for the day involved Ikebana Flower arranging.
Our job was to again provide
an interest at the large private
bore fed lake and to interact with
the public visitors. We are told it
generated around 800 visitors and substantial funds to the charities of SES and St John’s Ambulance.
We had a very busy day with lots of interest in the boats and occasionally we were able to allow
some fairly docile boats to be controlled by the youngsters. One special feature of the day was George
Hetrel’s micro Magic being sailed most of the day by his Great Grandson Jack. Jack was coached by our
members to some extent, but by the end of the day was a fairly expert sailor.
By lunchtime the temperature had reached the thirties but the group managed to keep a number of
boats on the lake at all times while the back up crew rested in the cool under the trees. No one fell in the
lake, or crashed any models, or lost any models so all in all it was a good day.
Whilst we had erected the usual tent structure as a base camp, we were particularly fortunate to
have the use of two large self supporting table umbrellas. Thanks to the thoughtful people who provided
those to us.
The people who attend these events are provided food and drinks for the day and we had continuous
support from the St Johns Ambulance staff with sustenance provided as requested.
I am sure the members who attend these events
enjoy the interaction with the continuous stream of visitors who are always surprised at the complexity of the
models. Being able to describe your model and discuss it
in depth the complex control gear with an appreciative
audience always gives us a certain amount of special pride
I believe.
George and Pat Hetrel asked that we pass on a very
big ‘thank you’ to the guys who attended and I would also
like add my thanks to the 10 members for providing the
support for the day. With the good number attending,
there was time for them to spend time in the fabulous
car museum and look at the other exhibits in the area,
when not sailing their boats
Thanks guys you have again done us proud.
From ‘Brave Borderer’

Ian Jemmeson

Photos by Keith Allilomou
report by Ian Jemmerson
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Calendar of Events
Mar-2013

Time

03-Mar-13

Sun

10.00am

Normal Club day

10-Mar-13

Sun

10.00am

Monthly Meeting and Club day (Labour Day W/E)

17-Mar-13

Sun

10.00am

Normal Club day/Also Yea Festival display

22-Mar-13

Fri

7.00pm

Social night or Film/Social Night

Special reminder.. Illawong Model Boat Group display at Hastings

20-24Mar-13
24-Mar-13

Sun

10.00am

Fast Electric appreciation day

31-Mar-13

Sun

10.00am

Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Boat Shaped Bonnet event

Apr-2013

Time

07-Apr-13

Sun

10.00am

Normal Club day

14-Apr-13

Sun

10.00am

Monthly Meeting and Club day

20-Apr-13

Sat

8.00am

Como Gardens

21-Apr-13

Sun

10.00am

Normal Club day

21-Apr-13

Sun

8.00am

Como Gardens

28-Apr-13

Sun

10.00am

Steam day

May-2013

Time

03-May-13

Fri

6.00pm

Possible Film/Social Night

05-May-13

Sun

10.00am

Buy, Swap and Sell

12-May-13

Sun

10.00am

Monthly Meeting and Mothers Day

17-May-13

Fri

6.30pm

Training evening - 'Making plaster casting moulds'

19-May-13

Sun

10.00am

Navy Day

24-May-13

Fri

7.00am

Night Sail and Galah Rig

26-May-13

Sun

10.00am

One hour endurance run
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Who We Are: Members of this Club are
modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who construct and sail model radio
control boats.
What We Do: We build, sail and talk about
model boats. Our models range in size generally from half a metre to three metres in
length. Model types include fishing boats,
yachts, tugs and fast electric craft. These
remote control models are mostly powered
by electric motors, steam or wind power in
the case of sailing craft. Internal combustion engine powered boats are not permitted
on the lake.

OFFICE BEARS & OTHER POSITIONS 2012-2013
Commodore:
Vice Commodore:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
First Ordinary Member:
2nd. Ordinary Member:
Quartermasters:
Safety Officer:
Auditor:
Newsletter Editor:
Email:
Webmaster:

Bob Owens
Neil Spencer
Tony Goldsworthy
Martin Lui
Gavan Salter
Nick White
Peter Eames, Phil Clarke
Appointed on the day
Alan Gray
Tony Weaver
tweaver@bigpond.net.au
Michael Best

LOCATION & CONTACTS
Sailing Venue & Clubhouse
Sunday and Wednesday mornings

Surrey Park Lake
Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128
Australia

Clubrooms Phone
ONLY on Sun and Wed mornings
Club Email Address
Snail Mail
Webmaster

0408 139 441 (Commodore)
spmbc@optushome.com.au
P.O. Box 2, Ascot Vale, Vic. 3032 Australia
spmbc_webmaster@dac.org.au
SUBSCRIPTION FEES 2012-2013

Annual ##
Subscription

1st Oct to
31st Dec

1st Jan to
31st Mar

1st Apr to
30th Jun

Adult [18 years +]
Concession
[pensioner or 55
years +]

$60.00
$50.00

$45.00
$37.50

$30.00
$25.00

$15.00
$12.50

Family Membership [at same address]
Junior [under 18
years]

$65.00

$48.00

$33.00

$16.00

$20.00

$15.00

$10.00

$5.00

$10 Entrance fee applies to the above amounts
$20 Discount on annual club subscription fee applies to members who live more than 60km from SPMBC
## Annual membership renewal are due 1st July each year and must be paid before 1st Sept to maintain Club
rights. PAYMENT: Cash or Cheque with application form to the Treasurer

