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Commodore’s Report 
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Best caption for Mal’s cartoon has been 
supplied by  Phil Clarke.                       

No correspondence will be entered into. 

During the past 3 months there has been little action taking place. The “Buy 
Swap & Sell” day held in June, was a success, both financially and socially. 
Many members supported the Annual fund raising weekend at Como Gardens 
again this year. There was a great deal of interest from the public once again, 
thanks to the extensive range of models displayed by our members. 
At Yea this year, although there were not as many members attending, it was 
again a worthwhile event. 
In May, a night sail was held at the Rosie’s. It is always a pleasure to interact 
with other clubs and their venues. Thank you Rosie for the warm welcome and 
the refreshing cuppa before we left. 
Our local night sail, (with Tony’s illuminations) was a spectacular sight. 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new members, Robert Rowe, Peter Seares, John 
Simpson and Frank Roberts. I hope your time at SPMBC will be a long and enjoyable one. Our total  
membership now stands at an impressive 128. 
The Commodore would like to thank all members who have supported the Club during the past year. It is 
the extensive effort made by the Committee and members that make our club such a success. With the 
AGM approaching fast, I would like to urge all members to consider taking a more active role as either a 
Committee member or office bearer. It has been an extremely rewarding experience for me over the 
past year as Commodore. This has been possible only by the wonderful support of the Committee. As you 
are aware, I will soon be relocating, therefore I will not be available to take part as a regular supporting 
member in the future. Hence I would like to reiterate my “Thanks to you all”. 
             Your 2012/2013 Commodore, 
                
               Bob Owens. 

No use getting 
my new gum 
boots wet. 

Cover photo by Rowan Stadler. 
See Rowan’s photo coverage of the 
Fast Boat Appreciation day on Page 8. 



Phil Clarke’s Model of P.S. Mary Ann 

    Remember this? 
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Well here it is. 
Phil Clarke’s search for information 
about “Mary Ann” led him to Wentworth 
N.S.W. and ‘Riverboat Rod’s’ collection 
of River boat models. On the wall was a 
plan drawn up by a Riverboat Captain, 
Dick Bromhead, who Phil had previously 
met in Mannum while researching for the 
Paddle boat “Decoy”. From a photograph 
of this drawing Phil’s very detailed mod-
el was made. The unique   square boiler 
was also faithfully modelled, along with 
the beam style steam engine. 

Read on for a brief story  
of Mary Ann’s historical 
voyage up the Murray 
river. The start of the 
River boat era for trade 
and transport on the 
Murray-Darling river 

system. 



 In 1847 -  William Beavis Randell  purchased a strip of land between Gumeracha and Mannum. 
His son, William Richard Randell, became obsessed with the idea of putting a paddle steamer on the river. His father 
was not impressed with the idea. 
 
1852 – At Gumeracha, with the aid of local carpenters, William built the frames of a small steamer. It was later 
carted, on a bullock wagon, in “knocked down state“, 30 miles over the ranges and across the Murray flats to Noa No 
landing. (Noa No, about 2 miles upstream from the Mannum of today) Here it was assembled under the supervision of 
William Richard Randell. 
 
 February 1853 – The construction of the boat was completed.  

  Cost: 1,800 Pounds 
Length: 55 Feet 
Beam: 9 Feet. 

Displacement tons: 20.0 
Hull: timber, Blue Gum. 

Engine: 7.0 H.P. beam engine. 
The beam engine was built in Adelaide. 

The rectangular Boiler measured 6’ 9” X 3’ 11” X 2’ 10” 
 

The boiler refused to break down or burst, what ever the over-
strain or pressure; indeed with all the innumerable bolts 
strengthening every weak place and supplemented by encircling 
bullock chains strained and wedged up tight, one wonders how it 
could. It simply swelled in defiance of bolts, chains and wedges, 
when running at full speed and at high pressure, and when it 
cooled, it contracted to it’s original size. Hence the nickname 
“the concertina boiler” 
Cylinders for the engine came from Adelaide and were made by 
a German named Ghelin. The oblong boiler had a single furnace 
running through the centre. Side, bottom and top plates were 
flanged and riveted together. The end plates were bolted to 
the shell, sheet lead was used to make the joints. 
William Richard decided to name the steamer after his mother 
“Mary Ann”. 

 
From W.B. Randell’s Diary. (Selected entries only) 

19/ 2/ 1853 – “Elliott, Samuel, Jamieson, Allan, Mrs Randell, Hanna Swaine, the Misses Rowlands, Bessie, William 
and self with man and boy, took pleasure trip in Mary Ann steamer down the Murray about 12 miles to Mr. Baker’s 
station ‘wall’, which she accomplished in something less than two hours, and came back again in somewhat less than 
one and a half hours, with all on board much gratified. As we neared the station we found Mr. Lillecrapp had arrived. 
A boat was sent off and he came on board. We then steamed up the river for about ten miles and returned home for 
tea, all parties much pleased and thankful for the days excursion.”. 
 

All was set for the initial voyage. 
 
 

P.S. Mary Ann—Time line  
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Compiled by Tony Weaver, using the research material of Frank Tucker, Historian and Member of the Rivers & Riverboats 
Historical and Preservation Society. 



P.S Mary Ann heads up the Murray 
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From W.B. Randell’s Diary (Selected entries only) 
25/ 3/ 1853 – “William started on his trip up the Murray about 12 noon today laden with 112 bags of flour, 24 
bags of bran, 400lbs Tobacco, 69 bags sugar, 5 bags biscuits, 21 boxes tea and 4 cases Sundries, the Mary Ann 
departed on her initial voyage….” 
 However, due to a low river level, the Mary Ann only made Penns Reach some 25 miles up river from Morgan. 
The ‘Mary Ann’ returned to Noa No to wait for a rise in the river. 
At some stage William raised the gunwales of ‘Mary Ann’ as a precautionary measure after rough weather experi-
ence on Lake Alexandrina. (Possibly the first trip back from Goolwa) 
 
14/ 4/ 1853 – “William returned this morning from his Murray trip, having discovered that there was insufficient 
depth of water at this time of year.”. 

(The following is a general summary of the trip using Randell’s diary as a basis.) 
 
15/ 8/ 1853 (Monday) – 10 A.M. – With William as skipper, his brother Tom as engineer, two hands and a knock-
about-Parson, the ‘Mary Ann’ set off again with 10 – 15 Tons of cargo for sale to settlers along the river. During 
the first week the trip was delayed 2 to 4 days by a leakage in the boiler. 
 
22/ 8/ 1853 (Monday) – Proceeded and, on Tuesday, reached Penn’s Reach where they had been forced to turn 
back on April. 
 
3/ 9/ 1853 (Saturday) – Reached the Darling junction and stayed in the Darling for an hour before progressing a 
further 10 miles or so upstream on the Murray. 
 
14/ 9/ 1853 (Wednesday) – Passed the Murrumbidgee junction and came-to for the night a few miles upstream. 
At 11 P.M. decamped onshore, the crew were awakened by an unusual noise  
upon the water and saw the P.S. ‘Lady Augusta’ steaming up the river at 3 – 4 knots per hour. At first light Mary 
Ann followed after the ‘Lady Augusta’ and passed her during the morning. During the rest of the day the steamers 
raced, during which time they passed and were passed several times. When the junction of the Wakool and Murray 
river was reached the ‘Lady Augusta’ was in the lead and steamed up the Wakool. Probably by mistake. The ‘Mary 
Ann’ followed her in, but on coming to the next bend, found that the ‘Lady Augusta’ was steaming back down on 
them. In endeavouring to turn quickly, the ‘Mary Ann’ was carried into trees and sustained some damage. The ‘Lady 
“Augusta” on re-entering the Murray and swinging her stem upstream, also encountered difficulties and was pushed 
into the trees, causing some minor damage. Towards sunset, the Captains eventually agreed on a suspension of the 
struggle and allowed the ‘Lady Augusta’ to go on ahead while the ‘Mary Ann” came-to for the night. 

 
17/ 9/ 1853 (Saturday) Arrived at Swan Hill at about 5 P.M., the ‘Lady Augusta’ having arrived here some 3 hours 
previous. 
 

24/ 9 / 1853 (Saturday) –Arrived at Maiden’s Punt (Moama) 1067 miles form the river mouth, where they 
were received like royalty by James Maiden who owned the punt and the hotel. Three cheers were called by the 
people who lined the bank and numerous small arms fired, as well as a swivel gun owned by Mr. Maiden.  
 
1855 - The ‘Mary Ann’ was used for river trade until 1855 when William decided to build a new vessel 
(P.S. Gemini) with twin hulls. One of these hulls was the Mary Ann’s. 
Later when the Gemini was dismantled, the Mary Ann hull became a barge behind the new 
 ‘Nil Desperandum’, constructed from the newer hull of the Gemini. 
The Mary Ann was eventually abandoned and sank off Mannun dock in deep water and still lies there 
to this day. In his waning years William Randell could often be seen in a small dingy, probing the river 
looking for the hull of his first steamer. 

 
 



Yea Autumn Festival 

Sunday 17th. March 2013 

Photos by Rowan Stadler . 
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Once again SPMBC members gave of their time to support communities and promote the hobby 
of model boat building. Seven SPMBC members attended and they were joined by Task Force 72 
Fleet Base Victoria and the Broadmeadows Model Group. The pool was very busy with numerous 
boats operating at any one time. The weather was fine and the rain, that had been around lead-
ing up to the festival, held off. The Broadmeadows Model Group have done a Video of the Yea 
Autumn Festival and it is available to view at; http://home.vicnet.net.au/~bmbg/Video.html 

 

Brian Beecham’s Swedish 
Missile /torpedo boat, HMS 
Ystad. The original is now an 
operating Museum vessel. 
(Take a ride on it,Via  
 Youtube) 

Graham Smithwick’s 
WW2, ‘Whaleback’,  
 Air/Sea rescue boat 

Brian Beecham and Friend 
checking radio before another 

run. 



Yea Autumn Festival 

 7 

Photos by Rowan Stadler  

Graham Smithwick’s Russian ‘Akula’ Class nuclear submarine prepares to dive. 

The Jones’s soak up 
a bit of sunshine 

Phil Clarke’s stern wheel African river boat “N’Kosi” ploughs through the chop. 

Sunday 17th. March 2013 

Customs checks out bug-eyed monster 
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Sunday 24th. March 2013 
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Photos by Rowan Stadler 

Scratch built speed boat by Geoff 
Williams showing  his professional  
fibreglass skills to produce the  
beautiful hull for  “Log O Rythym” 

Martin Lui’s “Lithium”   
with flag flying. 

Michael Best’s “Princess” in 
‘Fast’ mode. 

The menacing looks of   
guest, Michael Lides’s  
“Monster Energy” 

John “Kiery’s Wild Cat”  
(Should be Scalded cat ??) 

John Kiery’s  “Libero 20” 
complete with petrified   
pilot. 

Craig Hopper’s 
“Miss Geico” 

“Arpro”  gets given 
the gas. 

       ���� ���� �		
������ ��� 



Como Gardens 
Saturday 20th. & Sunday 21st.April 2003 

On the 20th. And 21st. April we again supported the Como Gardens charity function. A big 
thank you to the two groups who worked the two days. It is quite a tough, but satisfying day 
keeping models going on the lake and interfacing with the public as well. Crowd numbers were 
down a bit on previous years however a very creditable $6,000 was raised from entrance fees, 
food and drink sales for local service groups. As always, it was a pleasure to help the Hetrel’s 
who, most generously, open Como Gardens to the public each year to support their local  
volunteer organisations. 
        Well done guys! 
               Ian Jemmeson. 
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Report by Ian Jemmeson, photos Rowan Stadler 



Steam Day 

What a great turn out the Steam Day was. A large number of boats were on display or steamed 
up. As usual, Alan Gray brought along a selection of beautifully built boats. Les Lees got “Badger” 
steaming for the final time under his Captainship. The event attracted many Sunday strollers and 
their children and all were very impressed. Phil Clarke, as well as steaming with “Ebbybail”,   
provided his special King size hot Dogs for the members lunch. In all a great day was enjoyed by 
everyone. 

Photos by Tony Weaver  

 10 

Sunday 28th. April 2013 

Phillip’s Destroyer torpedo boat c. 1900, 
the forerunner of the modern  

Destroyer. 

Phillip  Ham’s Steam launch Matilda showing 
her great timber work and brass railings. 



More Steam Day 

Don Hope and his Murray River 
steamer, “Alexander Arbuthnot”, 
made a welcome re-appearance after 
Don had been ‘laid low’ for a while. 

Left; Alan Gray busy at work getting “Loopen” 
steamed up. 
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Photos by Tony Weaver  

Alan’s “loopen” and “Borkum” both show off 
their well crafted timber work. 

 Endurance Race 2013 
Well organised and well run by Alan Gray. 

Race one; 
 Was for Electric, brushed motor craft. Eleven entries lined up and a relatively incident free 
race followed. The winners were;    1st. Haig Jansz. 
       2nd. Neil Spencer. 
       3rd. Ross McCrae. 
Race two; 
For Sail boats the start coincided with a loss of breeze (which had been blowing nicely immediately 
prior to the start). However this did not last long and an interesting race was won by the following 
sailors;                 1st. Garry Hall. 
       2nd. Neil Spencer. 
       3rd. Tied, Ian Jones and Peter Stapleton.   
Thank you to all who attended, well done.  



Navy Day 
Sunday 19th. May 2013. 
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Photos by Haig Jansz 

HMAS Warramunga HMAS Armidale 

HMS Queen Elizabeth 

USS Bulkeley HMS Phoebe 

Russian Guided missile 
Destroyer 633 

Once again a good turn out was the order of the day. Task force 72 Fleet base Victoria members 
provided new vessels for us to check out. A spectator was heard to be very impressed with the 
range of vessels in the sail past, a feature of ‘Special Days’ that sadly has not been pursued as 
much of late.  
Thank you to Graham Smithwick for his enthusiasm in making the Day the success it was, and to 
Neil and Gavin for ensuring that guests and Members were well fed. 



   Calendar of Events 

Jun-2013 Time Event  

02-Jun-13    Sun 10.00am Normal Club day 

09-Jun-13    Sun 10.00am Monthly Meeting, Club day and Queens Birthday W/E 

16-Jun-13    Sun 10.00am Normal Club day 

23-Jun-13    Sun 10.00am Paddle Boat Day 

30-Jun-13    Sun 10.00am Normal Club day 

      

Jul-2013 Time Event  

07-Jul-13    Sun 10.00am Normal Club day 

14-Jul-13    Sun 10.00am AGM and Club Day 

21-Jul-13    Sun 10.00am Normal Club day 

26-Jul-13    Fri 7.00pm Christmas in July 

28-Jul-13    Sun 10.00am Micro boats Sail Day for Yachts 750 mm or less long 

      

Aug-2013 Time Event  

04-Aug-13    Sun 10.00am Work boats day: tugs, fishing boats etc. 

11-Aug-13    Sun 10.00am Monthly Meeting and Club day 

18-Aug-13    Sun 10.00am Scrap Material Boat Day 

25-Aug-13    Sun 10.00am Normal Club day 
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Who We Are: Members of this Club are 
modellers of all age groups, skills and profes-
sions who construct and sail model radio con-
trol boats.  
What We Do: We build, sail and talk about 
model boats. Our models range in size gener-
ally from half a metre to three metres in 
length. Model types include fishing boats, 
yachts, tugs and fast electric craft. These 
remote control models are mostly powered by 
electric motors, steam or wind power in the 
case of sailing craft. Internal combustion en-
gine powered boats are not permitted on the 
lake.  

LOCATION & CONTACTS 

 Sailing Venue & Clubhouse 

Sunday and Wednesday mornings 
Surrey Park Lake 

Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128 
Australia 

Clubrooms Phone 

ONLY on Sun and Wed mornings 
0408 139 441 (Commodore) 

Club Email Address spmbc@optushome.com.au 

Snail Mail P.O. Box 2, Ascot Vale, Vic. 3032 Australia 

Webmaster spmbc_webmaster@dac.org.au 

OFFICE BEARS & OTHER POSITIONS 2012-2013 

    Commodore: Bob Owens 
Vice Commodore: Neil Spencer 
Secretary: Tony Goldsworthy 

Treasurer: Martin Lui 
First Ordinary Member: Gavan Salter 
2nd. Ordinary Member: Nick White 

Quartermasters: Peter Eames, Phil Clarke 

Almoner John Savage  0407 876 322 
Safety Officer: Appointed on the day 

Auditor: Alan Gray 

Webmaster: Michael Best 

Bilgewater Editor: Tony Weaver 

 SUBSCRIPTION FEES 2012-2013  

                                                Annual ## 

                                               Subscription 
1st Oct to 

31st Dec 
1st Jan to 

31st Mar 
1st Apr to 
30th Jun 

Adult 
[18 years +] 

$60.00 $45.00 $30.00 $15.00 

Concession 
[pensioner or 55 years 

+] 

$50.00 $37.50 $25.00 $12.50 

Family Membership 

[at same address] 
$65.00 $48.00 $33.00 $16.00 

Junior 
 [under 18 years] 

$20.00 $15.00 $10.00 $5.00 

$10 Entrance fee applies to the above amounts 
$20 Discount on annual club subscription fee applies to members who live more than 60km from SPMBC 

## Annual membership renewal are due 1st July each year and must be paid before 1st Sept to maintain Club 
rights. PAYMENT: Cash or Cheque with application form to the Treasurer 
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Surrey Park Model Boat Club, Surrey Park, Box Hill 
 

Notice of the Annual General Meeting of the 

 Surrey Park Model Boat Club 

 

Notice is given that the Annual General Meeting of the Surrey Park Model Boat Club 
(SPMBC) will be held at the Clubhouse at 10.00 am on Sunday 14th. July 2013. 
 
    The business of the meeting will include: 
•    Commodore’s report. 
•    Confirmation of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 5 July 2012. 
•     The presentation of the Secretary’s report. 
•     Financial report.     
•     The election of Committee officers. 
•     The receipt and consideration the statement submitted by the Association in accordance 
      with section 30(3) of  the Act. 

•     Determination of the entrance fee and annual subscription for the following year. 
•     Consideration of the program and events for the coming year. 
•      Business on notice. 
 
 

 
 Important Notes 
 
 
 
 Business on Notice 
    The SPMBC Rules and Conditions 12(3) state (in part) that a member desiring to bring any 
business before a  meeting may give notice of that business, in writing, to the Secretary. 
The Secretary requiring to receive such a notice two weeks before the meeting 
 
 

Notice of AGM 2013 



The Elected Committee positions are: 
 

Commodore 

Vice Commodore 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

First Ordinary Member  

Second Ordinary Member  

 

 

If you wish to nominate for any of the Committee positions please forward the completed form  
below to the Secretary no later than Sunday 30th. June 2013. 
In addition to the elected Committee Positions would members willing to be appointed by the  
Committee as Quartermasters (2) and Safety Officers (2) also please complete the form below. 
 
 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

 

To the Secretary Surrey Park Model Boat Club 

For Season 2013-2014 

 

We herby nominate (Please print name) 

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Club number _ _ _ 

as a candidate for the Committee position of 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

 Candidate’s signature  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

 Proposer   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Club number _ _ _  

 

 

 Seconder   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Club number _ _ _  

 

 

 

Notice of AGM 2013 


