Autumn 2014

Commodore’s Report
It’s March already and we seem to have just got over the Xmas/New Year activities! Our first big club event was the recent 25th anniversary function which was
very well attended. With both the Mayor and Local Federal MP in attendance the
SPMBC was clearly well acknowledged by some fairly important individuals and
this should bode well for our long term future at Surrey Park. The Mayor’s
husband was also present and his interest in municipal engineering projects,
including our facilities, may also be of assistance to the club. On this front we
have a small group led by Ross who are putting a submission together for the
council to try to get some action on cleaning rubbish from the lake and removing
some of the silt build up near the dock. Fingers crossed that we can get some
action on this front as the current low water level is causing problems launching
deep draft boats.
As reported at the last meeting members will notice that we have started to clear up the overgrown
foreshore area following departure of the heavy earthmoving contractor and the removal of their temporary fencing.
The Como Gardens charity weekend is fast approaching and is scheduled for the weekend before
Easter 12/13th April. We had a clash with the Whitehorse Festival during the last Como weekend so hopefully this time round we can get a better turn up. We are expecting to get confirmation of our
involvement shortly and the format should be similar to previous events. Last year we had a focus on fast
boats as they are definitely a crowd pleaser for the kids. Hopefully we can also get some steam boats this
time round as there are a number of steam enthusiasts who come to see the Como ride-on steam trains. If
you are able to attend please put your name on the attendance list for either or both days and specify
what type of boat you intend to bring. We have a static display as well so you don’t need to operate a boat
to be involved. For members who have not previously been to a Como Gardens open day you will find the
surroundings, car museum and trains very interesting and we are very spoiled in terms of free food and
drink. Entrance is free to SPMBC members (and spouse) who are displaying/operating boats.
The committee has reviewed the club fees for the coming year and the $10 insurance excess levy has
been removed following the negotiated reduction in our liabilities in the new lease agreement. Further
fee changes are detailed in this newsletter and club web site and reflect the need to simplify the fee
structure whilst providing a reasonable balance of cost Vs fees. We still have remarkably low fees in
comparison with almost any other comparable type of club particularly when our facilities are taken into
account!
On a completely different front some of our “flying members” recently spent a week at Camperdown
flying their gliders off the crater lake rim and surrounding hills. Les Lee has donated a copy of the
Camperdown Chronicle to the club library in which you will find an article on the flying activities of the
“Old Farts Club”, check it out for a laugh.
Fingers crossed that we will get some rain to bring the tide in soon.
Happy sailing,
NeilS.

Cover collage is taken from Archive
material provided by Adrian Brewer to
commemorate 25 years since the
incorporation of the Surrey Park Model
Boat Club
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Seen about the Club

Philip Ham’s well
crafted Steam
outboard motor

Barging in

Ross’s SL Mars has a
shower before the 25th.
Anniversary celebrations

Sub version?

Philip Ham’s
beautiful 3
wheel Morgan

Neville Burford’s
collection of Steam
buggies

Photos by Tony Weaver
& Ross McRae
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S.P.M.B.C Christmas Lunch
Sunday December 8th. 2013
The Annual Club Christmas Lunch was again held at the Manhattan Hotel. Members and
partners enjoyed themselves and space for our group was not a problem. Our Commodore,
Neil Spencer, provided a bit of light entertainment with his cheery M.C. duty.
The Christmas Lunch gives Members and partners a chance to get to know others over a
meal and social drink.

Neil lays them in the aisle.

Rob and Don enjoy a good yarn

Harry and Pete see the funny side

Photos by Ross McRae
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S.P.M.B.C Christmas Lunch
Continued......

John and Mary
enjoying the fare

Special section for white whiskers.

Pat and Don

(The Men of course)

Clare and Richard

Pete and Martin

Spence and Gwenda
Photos by Ross McRae
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Just For Larfs
Mal Roberts looks at how the
Melbourne Heat wave conditions
may effect some SPMBC members
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Just For Larfs
Have you heard this story before?
On July 20th., 1969, as Commander of the Apollo 11 lunar module, Neil Armstrong was the
first person to set foot on the moon.
His first words after stepping on the moon , "That’s one small step for man, one giant leap
for mankind " were televised to earth and heard by millions.
But, just before he re-entered the lander, he made the enigmatic remark—”Good Luck, Mr.
Gorsky”. Many people at NASA thought it was a casual remark concerning some rival Soviet
cosmonaut. However, upon checking, there was no Gorsky in either the Russian or American
space programs.
Over the years, many people questioned Armstrong as to what the—’Good luck Mr. Gorsky’
statement meant, but Armstrong always just smiled.
On July 5th. 1995, in Tampa Bay, Florida, while answering questions following a speech, a
reporter brought up the 26 year old question, about Mr. Gorsky, to Armstrong.
This time he finally responded because Mr. Gorsky had died, so Neil Armstrong felt he could
now answer the question.
Here is the answer to “Who was Mr. Gorsky?”.

In 1938 when he was a kid in a small Mid-western town, he was playing baseball with a
friend in the backyard. His friend hit the ball, which landed in his neighbour’s yard, by their
bedroom window. His neighbours were Mr. and Mrs. Gorsky. As he leaned down to pick up the
ball, young Armstrong heard Mrs. Gorsky shouting at Mr. Gorsky,
"SEX! YOU WANT SEX?! YOU'LL GET SEX WHEN THE KID NEXT DOOR WALKS ON THE MOON!"
It broke the place up.
NEIL ARMSTRONG'S FAMILY CONFIRMED THIS IS A TRUE STORY.

Thanks to Neville Burford for finding this great story

Inspired by the Moon landing of the USA, an eager group of budding Irish astronauts
announced that they were going to the Sun.
At their press conference, they were asked how the extreme heat at the Sun was to be
overcome. The quick and confident response was,
“We will be going at night”
During a recent PASSWORD audit by NASA, they found that a rocket scientist was using the
following password:

MickeyMinniePlutoHueyLouieDeweyDonaldGoofyWashingtonDC
When they asked the rocket scientist why such a long password. He replied, ”Are you kidding
me? I was told that my password had to be at least 8 characters long and include one capital” –

Anonymous
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The Story of Security Vessel ‘Tim Muir’
‘Tim Muir’ – A 1/15 Scale Model. By Jim Inglis.
My boat is a 1:15 scale model of the Port of Melbourne Corporation’s (PoMC’s) ‘Steber 38’ all
weather fiberglass high speed patrol vessel, MV
Tim Muir. It was built over a period of about 14
months, from scratch with ply frames and skin.
With the exception of six cruciform cleats and the
twin air horns, all of the external fittings were
built by me. Some of these presented far greater
challenges than building the hull itself.
The model is powered by two 550 size electric
motors, controlled through a Action Electronics
P94 Dual ESC and Mixer. This allows steering
input to be fed into the motor controls to decrease the speed to the inside motor on turns, and allow
each motor to rotate in opposite directions when the steering is activated at low speed/idle providing
spot turns. This a characteristic of the full scale vessel. Electrical power comes from two x 7.2v
batteries coupled in parallel giving somewhere near scale speed. The twin prop shafts were and right
and left handed propellers came from Float-a-Boat. The rudders were built up from brass sheet and
rod.
Lighting is all LED based and is powered from a separate 9 volt battery. It includes the usual port and
starboard navigation lights with one forward facing and one aft facing masthead lights, two roof
mounted spotlights, two rear deck/work lights, two amber flashing lights (through a Jacar flasher kit).
The lighting is powered by a nine volt dry cell battery via a series of resistors. The wiring needed to
be very small diameter to enable it to be concealed within the small gauge tubing of the roof mounted
mast frame. Some Cat 5 computer cable was stripped to get the fine wire. The light switches are dip
switches as used in small electronic equipment. Since the battery, switches and circuit boards had to
be mounted in the hull and the entire cabin needed to lift off for access to the electrics, it was
necessary to provide a quick and easy method of connection between the cabin and the hull for the cabin mounted lighting. A 15 pin computer serial socket and plug mounted into the cabin and the hull were
used, and has proved ideal.
One of the challenges with building a scale model in this scale, was that there were very few off-theshelf fittings available in the detail that was necessary. This led to the decision to make as many of
the fittings. In many cases, the ‘raw materials’ that I wanted were not available either. The lenses of
the navigation lights came from the handle of a tooth brush (green) and a potato peeler (green). The
amber flashing lights were made from two microphone jacks and a ball point pen with an amber tube.
The spotlights and deck lights were made up from plastic card, brass tube and self adhesive silver hologram from a children’s book. The radar scanner, life raft and life rings were fabricated from balsa
and ply. The mesh for the marlin board at the stern came from a pen holder bought from the local
Two Dollar shop.
After many weeks of unsuccessful searching for a supplier of ‘D’ profile rubber fendering in a suitable
scale (2 separate sizes), I resorted to trying various alternatives; searching automotive supply and rubber supply shops for some molding which could be adapted, cutting rubber o-ring material or electrical
cable insulation to name a few. I eventually settled on ‘Sikaflex’, a silicon material used extensively in
glazing and marine applications.
I made moulds in the required sizes and found (after a number of false starts) that a reasonable result
could be attained after about two weeks of curing.

Continued on next page
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The Story of Security Vessel ‘Tim Muir’
Continued....
I was particularly keen to have a model,
which although made of wood, looked like
fiberglass. I found that judicious
application of automotive body filler, well
sanded and finished with automotive
paints provided the finish I was looking
for. I had some previous experience in
using ‘water slide’ decal paper, so with the
aid of many photos some word processing
a basic graphics program on the computer and a (laser colour) printer, I could duplicate in the correct
scale, all of the decals that were needed.
These were great for the relatively flat surfaces; unfortunately the cabin sides have quite
complex shapes with concave and convex surfaces which did not lend itself to application of these
fragile decals. The solution came in the form of a local sign writer who could print vinyl decals based on
the art work
provided. I was delighted that he only charged $15.00 for the two main decals, and printed a second
set free of charge. These did the trick.
During the build, it was obvious that much of the external metalwork needed to be ‘bright’.
I purchased a small ‘Copy Chrome’ plating kit from a local supplier. The results were ‘mixed’ to say the
least. Some of the plating was satisfactory (deck rails, anchor and backing plate, rope reel) whilst other pieces were not. I suspect that this was due to a combination of surface contamination;
excessive heat caused by leaving the ‘wand’ in contact with the metal too long and to a lesser degree,
contamination of the plating fluid. As a result, some of the metal has been painted.
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The Story of Security Vessel ‘Tim Muir’
Continued....

Who was Tim Muir
Captain Tim Muir was born in Glasgow during WWII after pre-sea training at HMS Worcester, he went
to sea on Port Line ships, later transferring to Jardine Matheson on the Far East – Australia. He
spent some time on the Australian coastal trade with ASP Ship Management and eventually settled in
Melbourne.
After a short time as a surveyor with local government Tim joined the floating plant section of the
Ports and Harbours Division of the Victorian Public Works Department as Mate on the buoy exchange
vessel "The Rip". When the Ports and Harbours was disbanded he was transferred to Port of
Melbourne Authority (PMA) where he became Senior Marine Officer. When the PMA was broken up in
1996, he became Manager Marine Operations with its successor, the Victorian Channels Authority
(VCA). In that position he also acted as Melbourne Harbour Master a role he retained when the VCA
was disbanded and the PoMC formed.
As a ship’s master and Harbour Master, Tim realized that the potential for a collision between large
commercial ships and small recreational vessels was increasing with more of each using Port Phillip Bay
each year. He instituted the PoMC’s Steer Clear campaign.
Tim became sick and died of cancer on 18th June 2008.
When the PoMC decided to purchase a vessel specifically for Steer Clear patrols, it was natural that it
should be named after him. On the fourth anniversary of his death, I had the honour to be in the
crew when the Mrs. Muir and her family came on board to take Tim on his last voyage. As we left the
Queenscliff marina, headed for the Port Phillip Heads, a single albatross swooped low over the vessel
and followed us out to where it was joined by six more who swam near the boat as Tim’s ashes were
scattered in the Rip.
I later recalled that the ancient mariners considered the albatross to be the free souls of lost sailors,
and therefore a fitting Guard-of-Honour for Tim.

The Tim Muir works
with all the Celebrities

Article by Jim Inglis.

Photos by Tony Weaver,
Jim Inglis and Marine
Traffic.com.
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Helpful Soldering Tip
It is for a simple solder jig that I have been using for years.
No sizes... but the pegs can be either strong plastic ones or timber, so you can gauge
everything from that, ‘epoxied’ to a small lump
of MDF or Chipboard.
The photos also show my patented non slip
mat, also known as an old towel, because it can
be wetted to wipe your soldering iron tip on to
keep it clean.
The wire shown is standard 3 strand servo
wire. On small wire I usually tin about 10 to 15
mm of wire then cut the end off till its about 56mm for soldering. Its not good practice to use
long lengths of soldered flex in a join, in layman's terms, the current has to push its way
through the solder, plus it can bend and break
much more easier than a short soldered joint. !!!!

Another good tip for heavy current usage, such as motor to ESC, is to strip the outer
covering from a lump of 2 or 3 core household flex, as used on a toaster/kettle or similar. I
think it’s just right for scale boats using 380 size motors and over, plus its already colour coded.

Photos and handy tip from Colin Smith.
Lime wood supply
I was in the Daiso store in Chadstone yesterday and found they stock a selection of hobby wood pieces. For those who don’t know, Daiso is the Japanese shop where everything in the store is the same
price, $2.80. Individual stores vary in the range they stock but the Chadstone store is a bigger than
some so has a larger range. Of most interest to me was the 910 x 3 x 3mm Lime wood that is marked
as Linden (four sticks in a pack) and small (3mm?) Lime dowel.
Andrew Riddle
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SPMBC 25TH. ANNIVERSARY
The 25th. Anniversary of the Incorporation of the Surrey Park Model Boat Club was held at
the Clubrooms on Sunday 16th. February 2014. It was a very well attended event with Finger food
catering by Overton Catering. Honoured guests included Anna Burke, Federal member for
Chisholm, Councillor Sharon Ellis, Mayor of the City of Whitehorse and Doug Merrie, our inaugural
SPMBC President.
Many long time members attended and much reminiscing went on. A commemorative pictorial
booklet was distributed to attending guests and this also created interest. The Mayor made the
presentation of a Certificate of Appreciation to 95 year old Doug Merrie for his great work in
assisting in the Club’s formation and Incorporation.

with
Adrian Brewer
Doug Merrie

The Mayor presents Doug’s Certificate

Scottie enjoying the day
with other Club members

Doug says
thanks

ut
ood turn o
A really g

Three Amigos
Anna Burke
mingles

Geoff pond
ers
the
offering

Photos by Ross McRae & Rowan Stadler
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SPMBC 25TH. ANNIVERSARY
Ross McRae wins
1st door prize

Ian Jones wins 2nd.
Door prize

Thanks to Adrian &
Rhonda at Float-A-Boat
for the Gift Voucher
prizes.

Phil Clarke’s ‘Armidale’
gets Sharon and
Warren Ellis’s admiration
calls the
Colin Smith re
SPMBC
early days of

Anna Burke

Sharon Ellis

Rhonda Brewer

Doug Merrie explains
changes in the ‘Dive’
to Spence & Neil

ertons
Happy Ov

The Mayor
in control
Photos by Ross McRae & Rowan Stadler
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Calendar of Events
March 2014

Time

Event

02—March 2014 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club day

09—March 2014 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

16—March 2014 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

23—March 2014 Sun

10.00 am

Fast Boat Appreciation Day

30—March 2014 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

April 2014

Time

Event

06— April 2014 Sun

10.00am

Normal Club Day

12 & 13 April 2014
Sat/Sun

10.00 AM to
4.30 PM

Como Gardens Open Days

13— April 2014 Sun

10.00am

Bi-Monthly Meeting & Club Day

20— April 2014

Sun

10.00am

Normal Club day

27— April 2014

Sun

10.00 am

Steam day

May 2014

Time

Event

04— May 2014 Sun

10.00pm

Buy Swap & Sell Day

11— May 2014 Sun

10.00am

Normal Club Day

18— May 2014 Sun

10.00am

Normal Club Day

23—May 2014 Fri

6.30 pm

Night Sail

25—May 2014 Sun

10.00am

Navy Day

June 2014

Time

Event

01— June 2014 Sun

10.00am

Endurance Runs

08— June 2014 Sun

10.00am

Bi-Monthly Meeting & Club Day

15— June 2014 Sun

10.00am

Normal Club Day

22— June 2014 Sun

10.00am

Paddle Boat Day

29—June 2014 Sun

10.00am

Normal Club Day
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Who we are:
Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who
construct and sail model, radio controlled boats.
What we do:
We build, sail and talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally from
half a metre to three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats, yachts,
tugs and fast electric craft. These remote control models are mostly powered by
electric motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft.

LOCATION & CONTACTS
Sailing Venue & Clubhouse
Sunday and Wednesday mornings

Surrey Park Lake
Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128
Australia

Newsletter Editor

editor@spmbc.org.au

Club Email Address

secr@spmbc.org.au

Snail Mail

P.O. Box 2, Ascot Vale, Vic. 3032 Australia

Webmaster

web_master@spmbc.org .au
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OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2013-2014
Commodore:

Neil Spencer

Vice Commodore:
Secretary:

Tony Weaver
Tony Goldsworthy

Treasurer:
First Ordinary Member:

Martin Lui
Martin Hopper

2nd. Ordinary Member:

Nick White

Quartermasters:

Peter Eames, Phil Clarke

Safety Officers:
Auditor:

John Kierys, Richard Carlson, Phil McArdle
Alan Gray

Almoner:

John Savage

Membership Officer

Claude Miller

Newsletter Editor:

Tony Weaver

Webmaster:

Michael Best

Payment of Club Fees 2014 - 2015
Annual Subscription

**

1st. Jan to 30th June

Adult (18 years +)

$60.00

$30.00

Concession (Pensioner or 55
years)
Family Membership (at same
address)

$50.00

$25.00

$65.00

$32.50

Junior (under 18 years)

$20.00

$10.00

$20.00 Joining Fee applies to the above amounts.
** Annual membership renewals are due 1st July each year and must be paid before September to
maintain club rights.

To reduce administrative load the club prefers that fees are paid by:
1.
Internet banking EFT to "Surrey Park Model Boat Club Inc." BSB: 013-345,
Account Number 2484-82891. Make sure you put your NAME on the payment in
the payee surname box for Identification.
2.
Direct deposit into any ANZ Bank branch. Instructions and deposit slip form
here;
3.
If a member or prospective member cannot reasonably use the above options,
payment by cash or check will be accepted by the executive members of the committee. Please note that the club intends to press for options 1 and 2 above unless and individual cannot reasonably avail themselves of these methods. As the
club does not hold petty cash, fees paid by cash or cheque must be for the exact
amount.
The Email contact point for all club related issues, including membership enquiries is;
secr@spmbc.org.au
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