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 Our May night sail was well attended again.  This time the weather 
gods were very kind and the evening was reasonably mild for this time of 
year.  Once again the pies and dim sims were a big hit and there was al-
most nothing left to eat by the time everyone left.  I attached a small 
video camera to one of the club boats and the resultant DVD is at the 
club for your viewing pleasure.  Thanks once again to Ross for giving the 
club rooms a spring clean before everyone arrived (he was even observed 
sweeping the dock area)! 
 The recent Navy Day was another well attended event and the Task 
Force 72 guys joined us for the day.  Once again our catering was much 

appreciated with plenty of BBQ sausages to go round.  The video was again on the club 
boat and the DVD is also at the club for general viewing. 

  I have recently noticed some reasonably deep wheel ruts near the new path adjacent 
to the club rooms – please do not drive onto the new filled area near the pathway as it is 
extremely soft when wet. 

  A couple of members from the Box Hill model railway group visited us recently and 
commented very favourable on our facilities.  They intend to invite our members to a 
BBQ at their track in the near future which should be very interesting for steam lovers.  
No doubt we will get a tour of the facilities and probably a run on some trains.  The only 
down side is that they also have club BBQs on Wednesdays so it will mean missing our 
regular lunch for anyone attending.  

  Another gentle reminder that our AGM is approaching so please give consideration to 
offering to serve on the committee for the coming membership year.  Our Treasurer 
Martin Lui would like to stand down from the position so we are seeking a volunteer to 
take up the reins.  Martin will provide appropriate coaching and support so the new 
Treasurer won’t be left to figure it all out alone! Interested parties can approach myself 
or Martin to discuss the specific responsibilities.   

Cheers and see you at the Dive, 

Neil Spencer 

Commodore 

 

Commodore’s Report 
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Cover photo. 
Geoff Williams brought “Laurel—Anne” 
Down to the Dive after  a long absence. 
It was once again a hit with everybody 
and was even operated by Geoff’s  
visiting niece, Roslyn, on the day. 
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Phil Clarke drew our attention to the fact that our ex-
panding safety screens, used for keeping steam opera-
tions at a safe distance from spectators, had a habit of 
falling or blowing over. Pricing for more stable screening 
was obtained and found to be very expensive. As we had 
purchased new bollards very cheaply, it was decided to 
modify the screens to be attached to the weighted bol-
lards. Our handy Commodore did the modifications as 
homework. So far the “new” screens work very well.  

A Story of Working Bees 
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Club Commodore, Neil Spencer, 
led a merry band to clean up the 
store room on the western side of the 
clubrooms. This was much needed and as a 
result all items stored in there can now be 
easily accessed . 

At Como Gardens, a small team comprising Ross 
McRae, Ian Jemmeson, Neil Spencer and Martin  
Hopper journeyed to Como Gardens, collected the  
timber supplies and built a new landing/wharf area at 
George Hetrel’s lake. This will improve access for us 
when attending George’s fund raising open days. 

Following Spence Herd obtaining a donation of quarry conveyer 
belting from Pat Kerr & Wayne Deacon from Northern Quarries, a 
band of willing helpers, led by Spence, cut up and nailed into place, a 
complete replacement rubber bump strip for our launching wharf. 

Photos by Tony Weaver & 
Martin Hopper 

Members of our Club are real doers. During the last few months, 
several working bees by Club members have improved the  
enjoyment and safety for all of us. 



Seen about the Club 
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Photos by Tony Weaver 
& Don Bladier 

Bob Owens returns? 

Gary Foster’s Vikings under sail 

Ken Burge tries again to go in a straight line 

Rob Loveridge displays some great workmanship 

Eagle strike on les Lee’s  Messerscmitt 

Rear Admirals? 
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Photos by Ross McCrae 
and Martin Hopper 

Como Gardens Charity Fund Raiser 

Saturday 12th & Sunday 13th April 2014 
SPMBC members put on a great display this year, particularly on the Saturday. Most members 
attending, brought multiple vessels along and this made for a wonderful showing. The new  
landing was well accepted, thanks again to those volunteers that built it. 
An amount of $16,000 was raised for the local SES, St. John’s Ambulance and other groups. 
Well done to all those that made the effort to attend thereby helping to achieve the good  
result. 



Just For Larfs 
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No names, no pack drill. 

We hope that you make a 100% recovery very soon. 

If it takes an IQ of 60 to tie shoelaces, why do so many Australians wear thongs?  

Seen on Editor’s FNQ trip 

On the road to Cape Tribulation 

All over FNQ 
Not saying where this is. 
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Steam Day 
Sunday 27th. April 2014 

When wasn’t a Steam Day popular? 
A large turn out and the weather just cool enough to 
show off the steam well, what more could you want? 
Alan Gray & Grant Austin created great interest for 
the public with their Steam rail engine display as well. 

Photos by Tony Weaver & Ross McRae 

Master Chef’s  

Alan & Grant’s Steam railway 
display. 

SL Matilda steaming 

Well attended by 
the steam buffs 

The ‘NEW’ barriers 
worked very well. 

Large public 
interest 



Editor Takes a Trip 
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Photos by Tony 
Weaver  

 SY ENA  is the finest example of a classic steam yacht in Australia and one of the few 
such vessels that remain. It was designed by Sydney naval architect Walter Reeks and built 
in 1900 by W.M. Ford boat builders in Berrys Bay North Sydney. 
 SY ENA had a varied career. It undertook war service as HMAS Sleuth in World War 1, 
and later became a commercial cargo and fishing vessel in Tasmania, renamed Aurore. It was 
restored in the mid– 1980s with high quality craftsmanship that has returned SY ENA to its 
original luxurious arrangement. ENA is soon to arrive in Melbourne for Corporate Cruising. 
          (The attack Class patrol boat Advance is moored on the opposite side of the pontoon.) 

SY ENA 

I recently took a trip up north and on the way spotted a couple of old ladies that might be of  
interest to club members. These vessels were at the Maritime Museum pontoons in Darling  
Harbour, Sydney. 

The 3 masted, iron hulled Barque, James Craig heads out for a short cruise. Men are 
aloft and she is being powered away from the dock by a tug, whose stern is just visible. 



Night Sailing 
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Friday 24th.May 2014 

Photos by Ross & Glenda McRae 

Ross McRae has ‘Fearless 7’ lit up at the wharf Frank  Roberts’s PS Adelaide put on a great show 

Happy Jim Good job, Ross 

A great roll up for the Night Sail. Approximately 20 keen sailors had a very enjoyable evening. 
As the night rolled on food become an important component once again at SPMBC.  
Dim Sims were very popular again also.  
A bit of excitement was created when one vessel went sub marine. However, all in all, a fun 
night was had by almost everybody. 

Drama at Night Sailing, (with a happy ending) 
When Jim Inglis’s beautiful  Ports and Harbour Security launch,”Tim Muir” foundered at the eastern 

course buoy, hearts dropped. Luckily, with her lights still on, she was quickly located. Unluckily, while  

being scooped out, the cabin section departed from the hull and all went black. Luckily the hull location 

was well indicated by the proximity to the buoy.  Next morning a very public spirited Ross McRae  

arrived at the Dive, launched the rescue rowing boat and set about scouring the lake bottom. In no time  

the “Tim Muir “ hull was located and brought to the surface. Ross then cleaned the boat up and  

delivered it to a very relieved Jim. What a great effort Ross, well done. 
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Taken from London Daily Mail Article. 

The Benson Ford Shiphouse - Built in 1924 for use 
by the Ford Motor Company, the Benson Ford (I) 
was original utilized to transport iron ore and relat-
ed materials across the Great Lakes by the growing 
auto company. Measuring 612’ X 62’ with a moulded 
depth of 32’ and a carrying capacity of 15,000 net 
tons at mid-summer draft, the ship was built by 
Great Lakes Engineering, Ecorse, Mich., and was 
launched April 26, 1924. 
 
High upon a promontory on South Bass Island in 
Lake Erie at Put-in-Bay, Ohio, sits the ‘Owners and 
Captains Quarters’ of the former Great Lakes Ship-
ping boat, The Benson Ford. The boat was built by 
Henry Ford and named after his grandson many 
years ago. After fifty years of service on the Great 
Lakes, the Benson Ford was scheduled in 1986 to be 
scrapped at the Port of Cleveland, Ohio. On the top 
front section of the boat were the walnut paneled 
state rooms, dining room, galley, and passenger 
lounge designed by Henry Ford for his own pleasure 
while traversing the Great Lakes on business. This is 
when an Ohio husband and wife stepped in. Realizing 
that these elegant quarters would be a magnificent 
residence, if they could only be removed from the 
rest of the ship and brought to land. After many 
days with torches and cranes, the Quarters were 
removed from the ship and floated by barge some 
sixty miles west to the tranquil island of South Bass 
Island. Additional cranes were needed to lift the 
Quarters off the barge at the Island up a steep 
eighteen foot promontory to its final site on solid 
bedrock on a single family home lot. The Quarters 
became The Ship Residence, a private home on 
South Bass Island.   

The current owners run guided tours around the un-
usual residence. 

The Benson Ford Shiphouse 

BEFORE 

AFTER 



The Benson Ford Shiphouse 
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Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2534611/Room-view-90-year-old-cargo-ship-serving-
holiday-home-hanging-18-foot-cliff-Lake-Erie.html#ixzz32nuYoIFV 

Fabulous timber panelled 
cabins made the ‘Benson 
Ford’ very comfortable for 
Henry Ford’s  sojourns on 
board. 

Check our more about the unusual 
home on the cliff, use the link  

below. 



Navy Day  
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Photos by Ross McRae & Tony Weaver 

Sunday 26th. May 2014 
Another great Navy Day, assisted along in no small measure by the attendance of Task 
Force 72 members. Their brilliant collection of vessels were much appreciated. An impres-
sive sail past and a very complete BBQ lunch made for a great Navy Day. Re-live it via the 
link below. 
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbIL_Mey7YU&feature=youtu.be  

Impressive Task force 72 pair 

Section of Sail past 
HMS Queen Elizabeth battleship  

On the Bridge 

Phil readies Castlemaine 

Neil, Haig & Graham in 
the wheel house 

MTB 623 

USS Cole 
DDG 67 
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Surrey Park Model Boat Club, Surrey Park, Box Hill 
 

Notice of the Annual General Meeting of the 

 Surrey Park Model Boat Club 

 

Notice is given that the Annual General Meeting of the Surrey Park Model Boat 
Club (SPMBC) will be held at the Clubhouse at 10.00 am on  

 

Sunday 10th. August 2014. 
 
    The business of the meeting will include: 
•    Commodore’s report. 
•    Confirmation of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 14 July 2013. 
•     The presentation of the Secretary’s report. 
•     Financial report.     
•     The election of Committee officers. 
•     The receipt and consideration the statement submitted by the Association in  
    accordance with section 30(3) of  the Act. 
•     Determination of the entrance fee and annual subscription for the following year. 
•     Consideration of the program and events for the coming year. 
•      Business on notice. 
 
 

  
 

 Business on Notice 
    The SPMBC Rules and Conditions 12(3) state (in part) that a member desiring to 
bring any business before a  meeting may give notice of that business, in writing, to the 
Secretary. 
The Secretary requiring to receive such a notice two weeks before the meeting 
 
 

����������	
�



Calendar of Events 

 14 
 

June 2014 Time Event 

01—June 2014  Sun 10.00 am Endurance Runs 

08—June 2014  Sun 10.00 am Club Bi-monthly Meeting 

15—June 2014  Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 
 

22—June2014  Sun 10.00 am Paddle Boat Day 

29—June 2014  Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 

July 2014 Time Event  

06— July 2014   Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 

20— July 2014   Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 

26— July 2014    Sat 6.00 pm Christmas in July 

27— July 2014    Sun 10.00 am Micro Sail day—for boats less than 750 mm long 

August 2014 Time Event  

03— August 2014   Sun 10.00 am Work Boat Day, Tugs, Fishing Boats Etc. 

10— August 2014  Sun 10.00 am AGM & Club Bi-monthly meeting 

17— August 2014   Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 

24—August 2014   Sun 10.00 am Scrap Material Boat day 

31—August 2014  Sun     10.00 am Normal Club Day 

September 2014   Time Event  

    07— Sept. 2014  Sun 10.00 am Endurance Runs 

   14— Sept. 2014   Sun 10.00 am Bi-Monthly Meeting & Club Day 

   21— Sept. 2014   Sun 10.00 am Normal Club Day 

   26— Sept. 2014   Fri 6.30 pm Night sail 

    28—Sept.2014  Sun 10.00 am Steam  Day 

13— July 2014   Sun 10.00 am  Fast Boat Appreciation Day 



Who we are:  
Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who 
construct and sail model, radio controlled boats. 
What we do: 
We build, sail and talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally from 
half a metre to three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats, yachts, 
tugs and fast electric craft. These remote control models are mostly powered by 
electric motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft. 

LOCATION & CONTACTS 

 Sailing Venue & Clubhouse 
Sunday and Wednesday mornings 

Surrey Park Lake 
Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128 
Australia 

Newsletter Editor 
 

editor@spmbc.org.au 

Club Email Address secr@spmbc.org.au 

Snail Mail P.O. Box 2, Ascot Vale, Vic. 3032 Australia 

Webmaster web_master@spmbc.org .au 
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OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2013-2014 

    Commodore: Neil Spencer 

Vice Commodore: Tony Weaver 

Secretary: Tony Goldsworthy 

Treasurer: Martin Lui 

First Ordinary Member: Martin Hopper 

2nd. Ordinary Member: Nick White 

Quartermasters: Peter Eames, Phil Clarke 

Safety Officers: John Kierys, Richard Carlson, Phil McArdle 

Auditor: Alan Gray 

Newsletter Editor:                                 Tony Weaver 

Webmaster: Michael Best 

Almoner: John Savage 

Membership Officer Claude Miller 

Payment of Club Fees 2014 - 2015 

  Annual Subscription    **  1st. Jan to 30th June  

 Adult (18 years +) $60.00  $30.00  

 Concession  (Pensioner or 55 
years) 

$50.00  $25.00  

 Family Membership (at same 
address) 

$65.00  $32.50  

Junior (under 18 years) $20.00  $10.00  

 $20.00 Joining Fee applies to the above amounts. 

 ** Annual membership renewals are due 1st July each year and must be paid before September to 
maintain club rights. 
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To reduce administrative load the Club prefers that fees are paid by: 

(A) Internet banking EFT to "Surrey Park Model Boat Club Inc." BSB: 013-345, Account Number 2484-82891. 

    EFT Deposit Reference >> Your Full Name 

(B) Direct deposit into any ANZ Bank branch. Instructions for filling in deposit slip at a local ANZ branch, 

    Account Name >> Write "Surrey Park Model Boat Club Inc." 

    Note that at the bottom of the slip there are three boxes: 

      1. Agent Deposit Reference >> Your SPMBC membership number [Contact the Membership Officer if un-

known] 

      2. Branch BSB number >> Write 013-345 

      3. Account number >> Write 2484-82891 

(C) If a member or prospective member cannot reasonably use the above options, payment by cash or cheque will be 

accepted by the executive members of the committee. 

 

Please note that the club intends to press for options (A) and (B) above unless individuals cannot reasonably avail 

themselves of these methods. As the club does not hold petty cash, fees paid by cash or cheque must be for the exact 

amount. 

 The Email contact point for all club related issues, including membership inquiries is; 

secr@spmbc.org.au 


