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Commodore’s Report
Following the recent passing of SPMBC member Bill Gilbert the club has
successfully managed the sale of Bill‘s boat collection. In accordance with
Bill‘s wishes, 50% of the proceeds raised have been donated to the Cancer
Council. In addition to Bill‘s items the club also disposed of the donated
modeling assets of a non-member including a number of model aircraft and boat kits and
assorted tools. As a result of the above disposals a cheque for $2,000 has been sent to the
Cancer Council and the associated letter of thanks will be forwarded to Bill‘s partner Alan.
The club has also sent a letter of thanks for the non-member‘s bequest. It was heartening to
be able to dispose of all Bill‘s items despite some initial concerns that this might prove to be
difficult. I would like to thank the members who assisted with this process and also those
members who made generous offers for the many boats and sundry items. The club has
retained a paddle steamer upper structure and a recently completed WW2 landing barge
which will provide a lasting reminder of Bill‘s time at the club.
On a brighter note, the re-development work of the dock area and pathway immediately in
front of the club rooms has commenced. The council and contractor have been very accommodating of our requirements to date and have advised that the works will be complete prior
to our ANZAC Navy Day scheduled for 26th April. Please be patient during the construction
activities and keep well away from the contractor‘s activities and machinery.
New member Daryl Doyle has recently taken on the role of Sunday Chef. Based on the
initial response for our hungry hoards Daryl is doing a great job – a big thanks from the
committee and members Daryl.
Neil Spencer,
Commodore

COVER PICTURE

Bill Gilbert‘s Pre WW1
Russian Destroyer.

Page 3 background, photo by
Tim Fillingim (USA)

The passing of our ingenious and loved SPMBC
member, Bill Gilbert has saddened all those
that knew him.
Bill passed away on 5th December 2014 after
a battle with Lung Cancer. Bill will always be
remembered for his clever use of a single
hull, being adapted to carry numerous super
structures, and his wonderful decorations for
our ‘Christmas in July’ functions.
You will be missed Bill,

Rest in Peace.
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Bill Gilbert’s Model Collection
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Defibrillator & CPR Training at SPMBC
Sunday 30th. November 2014
A large turn out of members attended our session for CPR and defibrillator training. We
are very appreciative of Deb who gave up her own time to run the training for us. Her very
professional session will help us to assist any one, members or public, who may collapse with a
suspected heart attack.
The CPR training will also be helpful in the event of a person collapsing into
unconsciousness.
Members are encouraged to take note of the procedure to be used when attending to an
emergency. The ―DRSABCD‖ action plan sheet is displayed next to the defibrillator as well as
inside the Club‘s First Aid Kit. When sending for help also note the Emergency sheet giving our
official address when using ‗000‘ to call for an Ambulance.

Ross McRae practicing CPR while Deb
shows off our Defibrillator
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Christmas Lunch at The Manhattan
Sunday 7th. December 2014
A relatively small band of SPMBC members and partners, enjoyed a convivial Christmas lunch at
the Manhattan Hotel Bistro. The group of 27, made up for the numbers being down, by displaying
a fine ability to put away copious amounts of The buffet fare, some more than others however.
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Photos by Tony Weaver

Sub-Miniature Steam Boiler Operations

SPMBC members,
The committee has recently been made aware of changes to Victorian Work Cover OH&S regulations that directly affects operation of steam boilers including those in use in model steam
boats. It is important to note that there are no longer exceptions for small or low pressure
steam boilers under the revised codes. The committee has purchased a copy of the relevant
governing ―Sub-miniature Boiler‖ code and obtained copies of the related State Government
documentation. These documents have been reviewed by Alan Gray in his voluntary capacity as
our legal advisor. Alan‘s professional advice is that the club must cease operation of any steam
boiler until such time as the appropriate boiler certification has been obtained. In order to
protect the club and individual members from potential litigation, operation of any steam boiler
at the club can only take place if the owner can produce a current boiler certificate as defined
in the AMBSC (Australian Miniature Boiler Sub–Committee) Sub-miniature boiler code Part 3
or Copper miniature boiler code Part 1. Please note that testing documentation provided by
boiler manufacturers are not boiler certificates as defined in the AMBSC codes.
Neil Spencer. Commodore SPMBC
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Just For Larfs
Two penguin sightings at Surrey Dive
First it was Sam who spotted a Penguin at the Dive. Then it was corroborated by Martin L , when
he informed us that he had seen one swimming around for awhile, and then, it took off and flew
away !!!!!
Well, after a bit of investigation it was decided that what Sam had seen was a Little Pied
Cormorant, and what Martin had seen was a Pelican. Just confused with the language a bit.
So, for Sam, this is a Penguin

And for Martin, this is a Pelican

And for everyone, this is a Little Pied Cormorant

,
Penguin
I’m the

u.!!
I tell yo
Why is it handy
to have a wet
bottom?
(See Page 9)
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The Way It Was
Thanks to John Savage who discovered this old Hornby advertisement while looking for a low
cost fast boat. Unfortunately when he contacted Hornby to buy one, they told him that they had
sold out, in 1938. Hornby stopped production of these models during the War.
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P.S. Success
One of the really interesting things about building model boats is involving oneself in
researching the history of the vessel in particular, or in the vessel type in general.
In the Winter 2013 edition of Bilgewater we read a brief history of the first commercial
paddle steamer to be launched and steam on the Murray River way back in 1853. This Vessel was
the paddle steamer ―Mary Ann‖, and SPMBC member Phil Clarke created an operating model
(electric) complete with an accurate portrayal of its distinctive square boiler and beam engine.

Photos by Tony Weaver

At SPMBC, we also have a model of the last commercial paddle steamer to work on the
Murray River. This boat is the paddle steamer ―Success‖ and she did her last commercial trip in
1957.

Built - in 1877 at Moama by G.B. Air for Westwood and Air.
Dimensions - 82 feet 7 inches long X 16 feet 6 inches wide X 6 feet hull height.
Registered - In Sydney in 1877, having the Registration number 74926.
Construction – Wooden hull on angle iron frames.
Engine – Steam, 25 H.P. by McCall and Anderson of Melbourne.

Owners.

1877 – Westwood and Air.
1884 – Randall and Air.
1888 – Air and Freeman.
1891 - T.H. Freeman
1910 – D.J. Connell.
c. 1923 – Francis and Tinks.
1926 – Bailey and Sons.
1934 – D.J. Connell.
1956 – Mr. H (Brick) Pollard.
1992 – Rivers and River Boats Historical Society.
2009 – Shire of Campaspe. At Port of Echuca for restoration.
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P.S. Success

Continued

The launch.

Riverine Herald 5th. June 1877. (At Moama)
―Yesterday afternoon, two new steamers, destined for the river trade, were launched from

Messrs Air and Westergard‘s building ground opposite the wharf....Launched first, the customary
baptism being gracefully performed by Mrs. Fairthorne, who named the steamer the ‗Success‘.―
The second launch was for the steamer christened ‗Resolute‘
―The ‗Success‘ has a rounded keel and the ‗Resolute‘ is flat bottomed. The latter shape draws less
water but takes more power to drive; still it is held that light draught is of pre-eminent value
even at the loss of a percentage of speed. The steamers are both planked with red gum 2½and 3
inches thickness. They will be fitted with their machinery at once, and no more time will be lost in
putting them into active work. The ‗Success‘ will have a pair of direct acting engines, made at
McCall and Andersons celebrated iron works, Melbourne. She is expected to be a fast boat..
....The engines are diagonal with wrought iron framing fitted to the boiler. There are two
cylinders, one each side of the boiler, with the intermediate shaft sitting above the boiler; this
is a new arrangement by which space and power are obtained.....One of Wilson‘s water heaters for
heating the feed water is fitted, yielding a saving of 22½ percent, and is not liable to get out of
order. The ‗Success‘ is the first river trader to be fitted with one of these heaters.... The boiler

is fitted with a wet bottom, which of course, assists the heater to save fuel”

Working life

Like most river steamers, ‗Success‘ worked at anything that could earn something for the owners.
At various times she carried flour, wheat, wool, copper, red gum sleepers and all manner of
general cargo to and from the properties and towns along the Murray and Darling rivers. In the
1920‘s ‗Success‘ was also involved in working on the construction of the systems of weirs along
the Murray River. She also spent time as a ―Snagger‖ removing fallen trees and snags from the
river to keep the waterways open for the steamer traffic. Life went on for the ‗Success‘,
through various owners and various remodelling, depending on the requirements of the owners.
By the time the second world war arrived, river boat work had all but dried up. This was due
to the expansion of road and rail transport. ‗Success‘ was redundant, along with almost every
other paddle steamer and barge along the Murray Darling system. Their approximate 90 year era
was over.
In 1956 ―Brick‖ Pollard purchased Success, and barge Vega, to help shift logs from low lying
river beds to take them back to his Saw mill. However before long the 1956 floods came and the
Murray River had the highest river level ever recorded. Following a request for help, ―Brick‖
along with his son Harry, and others as crew, set off up the flooded Murray to rescue stranded
stock. They were soon asked to collect a very valuable wool clip that could not get to the wool
sales because of flooded roads. A drama unfolded on the way back, with Vega & ‗Success‘ Loaded
up with £75,000 worth of wool onboard. A bolt in the crankshaft assembly on the ‗Success‘
steam engine snapped. ‗Success‘ & Vega barge were now drifting at a great rate of knots, at the
mercy of the fast flowing flood waters. One of the newspaper reports of the incident is on page
10. The drama resulted in a reporter and photographer being taken onboard Success‘ next trip to
collect more wool. Some of the photos taken give an insight into the operations of a paddle
steamer, as they would have been like when ‗Success‘ first plied the rivers 75 years earlier.
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P.S. Success

Battered ‘Success’ loaded up with a caravan (on
the stern), tractor (on the bow) and other supplies
for isolated farms along the Murray. More wool was
then brought back down.

Continued

The full force of the Murray
flood is flowing through a
channel probably 60 feet deep.
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P.S. Success

Continued

‘Success ‘working as a ‘Snagger’ on the Darling River in 1898

‘Success’ in 1956 floods loading wool at ‘Avoca Para’ Station.
Harry Pollard is pictured, his hand on the bale of wool that is on the ground. Harry is 72 years old
now and is building a steel version of ‘Success’ to be called ‘Succession’. Several of SPMBC members
have met Harry and marvelled at the amazing innovations that are incorporated in ‘Succession’.
Can’t wait to see it on the River.
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Seen about the Club

Phil Clarke’s new Perkasa

We are family friendly at SPMBC,
even if Andrew is obscured.

Garry threatens to get the big stick to his
Severn Life boat.

What 770 years looks like, sitting
down.

Sam Camilleri’s new Murray River Paddler,
‘Tyro’.

Construction of the new dock and paving got
under way on Thursday 19th. February 2015.
Completion, before Navy Day April 26th. 2015
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Australian Wooden Boat Festival
Hobart 6th-9th. February 2015.
Bob Owens’
impressive
‘USS Lexington’
was a star at the
Model Ship
Display.

Coming through !!!

All flags flying.
I wonder what they
are saying?

Photos by Ross McRae

Elegant S.Y Preana
Cut-away masterpiece

Fantasy Ships
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Endurance Runs

Sunday 22nd. February 2015

They are off !!!

Some registered entries lined up.

A large number of entries made Enduro’s successful again this year. Once again the event was
professionally organised and run by Alan Gray. Slight inconvenience from the construction works did
not dampen this ‘Day at the Beach’ feeling. This years Winners were:

Brushed motor section: First, Rob Loveridge

Second, Tony Goldsworthy
Third, Grant Austin
Special “Illegal entry “prize, Peter Averill

Sailing boat section: First, Ian Jemmeson

Second, John Simpson
Third, Clare Averill

Well attended

Photos by
Michael Best

All the technical lap tally gear

Alan & Phil keep a close
eye on the laps
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March 2015

Time

Event

01-March 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

08-March 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

11-March 2015 Wed

10.00 am.

Possible visit by Box Hill Miniature Steam Railway

15-March 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

22-March 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Fast Boat Appreciation Day
10.00—12.00 set aside for fast boat operations

29-March 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

April 2015

Time

Event

05-April 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

12-April 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Club Bi-Monthly Meeting

19-April 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

26-April 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Navy Day. This year we commemorate the
Allied landings at Gallipoli

May 2015

Time

Event

03-May 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

10-May 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Buy Swap and Sell

17-May 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

22-May 2015 Fri

6.30 pm

Night Sail, gala rig & light your boats, operate on the
Darkened lake. An exciting experience

24-May 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

31-May 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Steam Day (AMBSC Certified only)

June 2015

Time

Event

07-June 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

14-June 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Bi-Monthly Club meeting

21-June 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Paddle Boat Day

28-June 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day
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Who we are:
Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who
construct and sail model, radio controlled boats.
What we do:
We build, sail and talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally
from half a metre to three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats,
yachts, tugs and fast electric craft. These remote control models are mostly
powered by electric motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft.
OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2014-2015
Commodore:

Neil Spencer

Vice Commodore:

Tony Weaver

Secretary:

Tony Goldsworthy

Treasurer:

Bob Griffiths

First Ordinary Member:

Martin Hopper

nd

2 . Ordinary Member:

Peter Lemm

Quartermaster:

Ken Burnell

Safety Officer:

Les Lee

Almoner:

John Savage

Membership Officer

Claude Miller

Newsletter Editor:

Tony Weaver

Webmaster:

Michael Best
LOCATION & CONTACTS

Sailing Venue & Clubhouse
Sunday and Wednesday mornings

Surrey Park Lake
Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128
Australia

Newsletter Editor

editor@spmbc.org.au

Club Email Address

secr@spmbc.org.au

Snail Mail

P.O. Box 2, Ascot Vale, Vic. 3032 Australia

Webmaster

web_master@spmbc.org .au
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