Winter 2015

COME AND TRY
OUR NEW DOCK
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Commodore’s Report
Winter is now truly here so activities at the lake have
been somewhat subdued. The dock reconstruction works
are now substantially complete and the new public toilet
facility should be operational buy the time you read this.
Phase 2 redevelopment of the lake frontage is also under
way however this will have much less impact on our
activities. As always, please keep well clear of the
construction works.
As members should now be aware, the State
Government has enacted legislation that affects public
operation of steam boilers as used in our steam powered boats. The club
has established a steaming sub-committee to find the best way for
members to comply with the revised regulations and they will make
appropriate recommendations to the committee in due course. In the
interim, only boilers with a current AMBSC boiler certificate, and listed on
the club Boiler Register, can be operated at SPMBC.
Whilst the current cooler weather may have reduced activities at the
lake hopefully it has provided an excuse to get back into the workshop for
some more build time! I‟m looking forward to seeing some new creations
on the water in the coming months.
Although we are just into the month of June, it is not that long to go
before the Christmas In July Dinner. To be held on Saturday July 25th. at
the Club rooms. Catering numbers have to be in shortly so please don‟t
waste any time in putting your name down and getting your $35 per head
into Tony Weaver at he Club or by cheque, in the Post, to the Treasurer.
Christmas in July has always been a great night out, well catered for and
with great company. Also a great opportunity for those that have not seen
our new dock facility, to do so.
See you there.
Neil Spencer
Commodore.
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Box Hill Miniature Steam Railway Visit
Wednesday 11th. March 2015
Despite the inconvenience of having no steam operation, and having the temporary dock for
boating activities, the boys from Box Hill Miniature Steam Railway enjoyed their visit to SPMBC.
The visit was a reciprocation of the SPMBC visit that we had to their club in November last year.
Maybe we can have another BBQ day when the Surrey Park re-development is completed.

Photos Tony Weaver
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Fast Boat Appreciation Day
Sunday 22nd. March 2015

Geoffrey Fairbairn joins the Rev head mob

Phil Clarke about to let it rip

There was a smaller than usual turn out for the Fast Boat Day, however a couple of new fast
boat fans felt the need for speed. Geoff Fairbairn, Phil Clarke and John Savage are the most
recent members to give speed a try. It is thought that the unavailability of the dock area
might have had a bearing on attendance figures. No excuses on the next Fast Boat
Appreciation day though.
Photos Tony Weaver

Ross visits Bob
Ross McRae recently travelled north to Wodonga to visit former SPMBC Commodore, Bob Owens,
Bob took the opportunity to put his well crafted ―USS Lexington‖ through some sea trials. The
model Brigantine was manoeuvred around the Sumsion Gardens lake by Ross’s Paddle tug ―Rescue‖.

Bob Owens‟ Lexington being towed around by Ross‟s Rescue

Photos Ross McRae
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Navy Day ANZAC Commemoration
Sunday 26th.April 2015
Damp, cold and bleak conditions led to
fewer Navy models attending this year.
Visitors from Task Force 72 and Lake
Illawong members helped keep numbers
up.
The team from Stosius Constructions and
priority works organised by Project
Engineer, Michael Watson, made the new
dock facilities available for us to use for
the very first time. We are very grateful
for their efforts.
All who attended were glowing in their
praise for the new facility.

Damp Dock

Task Force 72 members displayed their
quality navy boats as usual.

John Bacon‟s WW1 HMAS Una

Alan Gray‟s WW1 Gun boat

Bob Owens Daring Class destroyer
wearing new camouflage paint work.

Photos Ross McRae
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New Dock Open for Business
Sunday 26th.April 2015
The rebuilt model boating dock is open
for use. Some minor finishing off
works are still be carried out at this
time, however, the City of Whitehorse
has produced a magnificent facility for
residents and visitors alike.
The SPMBC is privileged to be able to
use such a great dock.

Photos Tony Weaver

Como Gardens Open Days
Sat. & Sun. 18-19th.April 2015
Foul weather did not deter
SPMBC members putting on a good
show for Como Gardens Charity
Open Days.
The Sunday was particularly
bleak and crowd levels were down,
unfortunately.
Well done to those members
that attended, and a special mention
to Ian Jemmeson who, despite great
discomfort from his recent knee
operation, kept the Day running
smoothly.
Photo Ross McRae
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Just For larfs
Well it was hard to go past our new dock area for comment this issue.
SPMBC Cartoonists have given their slants on the new facility.
Great to see Mal Roberts back in print, good quality work as usual, and, the
re-appearance of Harry Halyard in Bilgewater is very pleasing to see.

- A man came home one evening and found his wife packing a suitcase.
"Where are you going?" he asked.
"I'm moving to Las Vegas," she answered. "I heard I can get there $400 for doing what I do
with you."
Man took his suitcase then and started packing his things.
"And where are you going?" asked his wife.
"Well," he replied, "I have to see how you manage to live on $800 per year."
- Russian scientists have created their Mars robotic rover that steals samples from
NASA's Curiosity.
- Mummy, can I wear a bra now that I'm sixteen?
- No, Martin.
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Just For larfs
Radio Conversation

This is the actual transcript of a radio conversation between a British Navy ship and the Irish
Coastguard, off the coast of Kerry:

Irish. Please divert your course 15 degrees to the south, to avoid collision
British. Recommend you divert your course 15 degrees to the north, to avoid collision

Irish. Negative. You will have to divert your course 15 degrees to the south to avoid collision.
British. This is the Captain of a British Navy Ship. I say again, divert YOUR course.

Irish. Negative. I say again, you will have to divert YOUR course
British. THIS IS THE LARGEST SHIP IN THE BRITISH FLEET. WE ARE ACCOMPANIED BY
3 DESTROYERS, 3 CRUISERS, AND NUMEROUS SUPPORT SHIPS. I DEMAND THAT YOU CHANGE
YOUR COURSE 15 DEGREES TO THE NORTH, OR COUNTERMEASURES WILL BE UNDERTAKEN TO
ENSURE THE SAFETY OF THIS FLOTILLA.

Irish. THIS IS A LIGHTHOUSE ....... YOUR CALL !

Once upon a time there was a famous sea captain. This captain was very successful at what he
did; for years he guided merchant ships all over the world.
Never did stormy seas or pirates get the best of him. He was admired by his crew and fellow
captains. However, there was one thing different about this captain. Every morning he went
through a strange ritual. He would lock himself in his captain's quarters and open a small
safe. In the safe was an envelope with a piece of paper inside. He would stare at the paper
for a minute, and then lock it back up. After, he would go about his daily duties.
For years this went on, and his crew became very curious. Was it a treasure map? Was it a
letter from a long lost love? Everyone speculated about the contents of the strange envelope.
One day the captain died at sea. After laying the captain's body to rest, the first mate led
the entire crew into the captains’ quarters. He opened the safe, got the envelope, opened it
and... The first mate turned pale and showed the paper to the others. Four words were on the
paper, two on two lines:

Port Left
Starboard Right
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Just For Larfs

SPMBC’S NEW BOAT LAUNCHING DEVICE

SHALLOW THERE ,
ONLY UP TO
GRANT’S ANKLES
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Seen about the Club
WIP, Graham Smithwick‟s Fairmile “D” to
be built as the special long range rescue
version.

Could you keep an eye out for a Submarine !!

Michael (Project Engineer) & Matthew (Contractor) presented
with cards of appreciation for the new facility, at SPMBC
Wednesday BBQ.

First sea trials
for Spence
Herd‟s new
Gaff rigged
cutter,
“Madge”
Photos Ross McRae & Tony Goldsworthy
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Seen about the Club

Daryl‟s sea plane

Pilot makes it back alive

Happy Stosious Boys

Roped in

“My boat is faster without
the rope sheet anchor”
Photos Rowan Stadler & Tony Weaver

Race for the buoy?
My money is on the one with sails.

Editor washed up?
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Winch Instructions For The Sailors
Winch Model HS-785HB

Copyright © Hitecrcd.Inc.
Kindly supplied by Ian Jemmeson
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Night Sailing
Friday 22nd. May 2015

Night sailors

A great night at the Night Sail again . Weather was
milder than expected. Approximately 14 members and
their boats turned up and put on a great display.
The pie warmer let us down, however Spence Herd made,
and served up, a delicious Pea and Ham soup which hit
the spot and was much appreciated. The next Night sail
is in September and maybe
warmer. If you have not
experienced a night sail,
make sure that you attend
in September.
A Prayer?

Boat group

Frank O‟Neil „s yacht & Aqualink
provide beautiful reflections

Ross‟s Fearless

Out of focus but
definitely shows that

love is in the air

Members and Partners.
Don‟t forget our
Christmas in July Dinner, Saturday 25th. July 2015.
6.00 pm for 6.30 pm start. Catered again this year by
Garry Overton. We will enjoy a scrumptious 3 Course
„Christmas‟ Dinner in our beautifully decorated Club rooms.
Please book your place early and arrange for prompt $35 per
head payment, by cash/cheque to Tony Weaver at the club,
or Cheque by mail to the Treasurer.
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Notice of AG
M 2015
Surrey Park Model Boat Club, Surrey Park, Box Hill
Notice of the Annual General Meeting of the
Surrey Park Model Boat Club
Notice is given that the Annual General Meeting of the Surrey Park Model Boat
Club (SPMBC) will be held at the Clubhouse at 10.00 am on

Sunday 12th. July 2015.










The business of the meeting will include:
Commodore’s report.
Confirmation of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 10 August 2014.
The presentation of the Secretary’s report.
Financial report.
The election of Committee officers.
The receipt and consideration the statement submitted by the Association in
accordance with section 30(3) of the Act.
Determination of the entrance fee and annual subscription for the following year.
Consideration of the program and events for the coming year.
Business on notice.

Business on Notice
The SPMBC Rules and Conditions 12(3) state (in part) that a member desiring to
bring any business before a meeting may give notice of that business, in writing, to the
Secretary.
The Secretary requiring to receive such a notice two weeks before the meeting
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June 2015

Time

Event

07-June 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

14-June 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Bi-Monthly Club Meeting

21-June 2015 Sun

10.00 am.

Paddle Boat Day

28-June 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

July 2015

Time

Event

05-July 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

12-July 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Club Annual General Meeting

19-July 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

25-July 2015 Sat

6.00 pm

Christmas in July, 6.00 pm arrival/6.30 pm commencement

26-July 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

August 2015

Time

Event

02-August 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Work Boat Day

09-August 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Bi-Monthly Club Meeting

16-August 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Sail Boat Day—Less then 750mm

23-August 2015 Sun

10.00 pm

Normal Club Day

30-August 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Scrap Boat Day—Build a boat out of unusual or scrap
materials & sail it, endurance runs also.

September 2015

Time

Event
Beginning of Club Membership Year—Subscriptions must be
received by this date.

01– September 2015
06-September 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day

13– September 2015 Sun

10.00am

Buy Swap and Sell Day

20-September 2015 Sun

10.00am

Normal Club Day

25-September 2015 Fri

Dusk

Night Sail—Gala rig and light your boats.

27-September 2015 Sun

10.00 am

Steam Operation Day for AMBSC Certified .
Static Display others.
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Who we are:
Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who
construct and sail model, radio controlled boats.
What we do:
We build, sail and talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally
from half a metre to three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats,
yachts, tugs and fast electric craft. These remote control models are mostly
powered by electric motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft.
OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2014-2015
Commodore:

Neil Spencer

Vice Commodore:

Tony Weaver

Secretary:

Tony Goldsworthy

Treasurer:

Bob Griffiths

First Ordinary Member:

Martin Hopper

nd

2 . Ordinary Member:

Peter Lemm

Quartermaster:

Ken Burnell

Safety Officer:

Les Lee

Almoner:

John Savage

Membership Officer

Claude Miller

Newsletter Editor:

Tony Weaver

Webmaster:

Michael Best
LOCATION & CONTACTS

Sailing Venue & Clubhouse
Sunday and Wednesday mornings

Surrey Park Lake
Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128
Australia

Newsletter Editor

editor@spmbc.org.au

Club Email Address

secr@spmbc.org.au

Snail Mail

P.O. Box 2, Ascot Vale, Vic. 3032 Australia

Webmaster

web_master@spmbc.org .au
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