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*See Page 14

Commodore’s Report
Well here we go for the membership year 2016-2017. We have a „new‟
committee with a blend of vast experience, in the case of our
Secretary, Tony Goldsworthy, and with the rest of us are in our
second or more years on the Committee.
This year started with a stutter when insufficient attendees were
obtained for the „Christmas in July‟ catered function at the
clubrooms. However another function has been organised so that we don‟t
miss out on a social event with our partners and friends.
Luncheon at the Mitcham Hotel, hopefully, will be well attended. Please
get you names down on the sheet, displayed on the noticeboard, early as we do need to advise
the Hotel of expected numbers.
At the Dive, we have had very successful and well attended Steam and Work boat days. As
these boats make up a large part of the „reason d'être‟ of SPMBC it was great see the large
turn outs. Small Sail boat day also had good numbers of models out and about.
As the opposite page shows, the Club have plenty events, coming up, to both show off our
boats and to enjoy a social get together. So please support the events with early notification of
your intentions to attend.
The health & safety of our members is very important to SPMBC. Indeed we are bound by
the conditions of our lease with The City of Whitehorse to comply with OH&S
Regulations Act of 2004 and revisions. To this end the Committee have arranged for a
second First Aid training session for CPR and the operation our Defibrillator . (Second for
longer term members, first time for newer members.) This will be held at the Club on Sunday
6th. November 2016 at 10.30 am. Don‟t miss it.
A Basic battery charging safety session has been held, with the offer of one-to-one
instruction always open to members. Just contact Martin Hopper, John Schuffelen or any
member proficient in charging operations. DO NOT ATTEMPT to use the charging
equipment if you are in any way not sure of what to do, ASK FOR ASSISTANCE!!!!!!
A big “thank you” to all who pitch in each week to help keep things ticking over at SPMBC.
Cheers,
Tony Weaver. Commodore

On behalf of all Surrey Park Model Boat Club members, the Committee
wish to offer our Sincere Condolences to Member, Peter Lemm, on the sad
occasion of the passing of his Mother on Monday 22nd. August 2016.
Our thoughts are with you, Peter.
Cover Photo, Photo Tony Weaver.
Martin Hopper‟s new acquisition Marblehead
yacht on it‟s maiden sail.
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What’s coming up to enjoy for SPMBC

Saturday & Sunday 15/16th. October 2016

Sunday 16th. October 2016
SPMBC 2016
Christmas Luncheon
Saturday 10th. December
2016
Cherry Hill Tavern
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Paddle Boat Day

Sunday 19th. June 2016

A large turn out of Paddle boats of all types made for a fine display at the Dive. Calm and sunny
weather enabled a great „Paddle past‟. Three Adelaides were on the water to help celebrate the
real PS Adelaides 150th. birthday. Slightly early, as the original launch was July 21st. Thanks to
all who brought along their boats on the day.

Three Adelaides.

Flotilla stampede
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The real PS Adelaide celebrates her 150th. Birthday by
giving a towing demonstration with barge D26.
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Photos Tony Weaver
& David Knapthine
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Paddle
Boat
Just For
larfsDay

Sunday 19th. June 2016

Ross McRae has Challenger churning ahead

Ross McRae‟s Fortitude

Rescue & early paddler tied up

David Knapthine docks
Oscar W

Ray Lendrum‟s PS Adelaide
Photos Tony Weaver
& David Knapthine

Grant Austin‟s two funnel Paddle
tug leads PS Pevensey.
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Seen About The Club

Rohan Cleary displays his pre WW2
Japanese tin steam speed boat.
Wet Wednesday July 6th. 2016

Ideal new member?

Gary Foster‟s Destroyer at cruise speed.

Back row hooligans at the AGM

John Robinson‟s Tug “Banckert”
& Battleship “Bismarck”
Photos Tony Weaver
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Seen About The Club
Brian Beecham‟s WIP
Tarantul Class Guided Missile
boat

RC Caution sign by John Dutton with
Nuclear sub Nautilus 571 beneath.

Two Noiseys

John Schuffelen‟s new WIP steam launch.
So full of sunshine, is Neil‟s new diet, that
sunglasses are required when eating it.
Photos Tony Weaver
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The Building of the African Queen

With the sustained effort of Harry Hardenberg and Philip Ham, and the
help of many other club members.
ln 2015 I was diagnosed with a health problem that leaves me easily fatigued and out of
energy. I saw an article in the local paper describing the revamp of the Surrey Dive and
also of the Surrey Park Model Boat Club. Many years ago I had checked the club out but at
the time thought it was too inactive for me - but now I thought it may be just the thing!
ln September, after several pleasant visits and chats with various members of the club,
(especially with Grant Austin, John Schuffelen and Martin Hopper ), I joined the club.
Then, following advice, off I went to Float A Boat in Ringwood to acquire a RC model boat or
at least the beginnings of one! I thought that I might go for a tug or a working boat of
some sort but the kits looked rather difficult to me, with so many pieces. Then I saw the
kit for the African Queen. I have always enjoyed the movie and know it fairly well.
Importantly, for me, the kit looked as though it had fewer parts and would be easier to
build. Ha ha! Was I in for a surprise! Phil Clarke happened to be there at the time, took a
look at the kit and encouraged me to consider it for a first build. So I bought it...
a fantastic 70th birthday present-in-advance from the family. My goal was to have the
African Queen in the water and in working order before May 2016 when l would turn 70.
Great excitement! But at home when I opened up the kit and looked at the plans and many
parts, I knew that I needed help. Martin Hopper suggested Philip Ham - lucky Philip (?) and
a very lucky me. Philip agreed to help and has done so regularly, giving encouragement,
practical help and advice. The Queen slowly started to take shape. Cameron Ekberg, who
had just finished his own 'African Queen' build, (the same kit), gave me helpful hints. I
constantly checked out the movie for ideas and details to give the boat as much character
as possible.
Towards the end of April this year the 'Queen' was tried out in our bathtub. She sat well in
the water and responded beautifully to the remote control in the hands of my four year old
granddaughter. The 'Queen' did just as well when she went onto the water at the club, but
I kept her close by in case she took off on her own. She went forwards and backwards, and
even sideways, so I was very happy.
Here we are in July 2016 and we are still building! With Philip's direction I do my
'homework' ready for our next work session. We are working on the (pretend) engine and
boiler. Thanks to info from Phillip McArdle, I have bought a mini smoker about the size of
an AAA battery that fits inside the
boat's funnel.
I have been watching the 'African Queen'
movie yet again, to see the paraphernalia
on deck and check out the two main
characters Charlie and Rosie (played by
Humphrey Bogart and Katherine Hepburn).
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The Building of the African Queen
Thanks to John Schuffelen for
directing me to the doll shop in North
Blackburn, where I could buy two
figures in the correct proportions (1:12)
for the boat. I also bought some mini
tools, a teapot and cups to stock the
boat.
Charlie is decently clothed and
'in character' now but Elizabeth and I
have still to work on Rosie.
By September I hope to have the
African Queen complete.
Charlie & Rosie take a break

Hard going
for „The Qu
een‟

swamp
Free of the

Thanks to so many of you who have given me encouragement and practical advice.
Harry Hardenberg

A great example of the fun and sense of achieving that can be derived from making your own boat.
It is interesting to research the vessel„s history, and new friends can be made from the many
helping hands that make up the SPMBC.
An inspiration, thanks Harry for letting us share your construction journey.

The Editor.

Photos Tony Weaver
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Steam Day

Sunday 17th . July 2016
A very well attended Steam Day with perfect sunny Winter conditions. Our Steam Boiler Register is
quite large now, so good turn-outs of steam boats can be expected well into the future.
There were several new acquisitions being tried out on the day.

The new safety barriers worked a treat to provide a large & safe steam-up area

Barrie Follows‟ No. 12 in foreground, with Ian
Jemmeson filling his steamer‟s boiler in the
background

Part of the fine collection of steam launches
on display when not steaming.
Mostly belonging to Alan Gray.
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Steam Day

Sunday 17th . July 2016

Rob Loveridge had a large display of his well built
steam engines

Alan Gray displays Steam launch „Anna‟

Photos Tony Weaver

Greg Howe shows off his latest steam launch.
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Just For Larfs
The Wine Taster
At a winery, the regular taster died and the director started looking for a new one to hire.
A drunkard with a ragged, dirty look came in to apply for the position.
The director of the winery wondered how to "nicely" send him away in this "all too
Politically Correct" world. He gave him a glass of their low end wine to drink.
The drunk sipped it and without the traditional sniffing or swirling said, “It‟s a Muscat,
three years old, grown on a north slope, matured in steel containers. Low grade, but
acceptable.”
“That‟s correct”, said the boss.
Another glass…
“This is a Cabernet, eight years old, a south-western slope, oak barrels, matured at
8 degrees Celsius. Requires three more years for finest results.”
“Correct.”
A third glass…
“It‟s a Pinot Blanc Champagne, high grade and exclusive,” the
drunk said calmly.
The director was astonished. He winked at his secretary,
secretly suggesting something. She left the room, and came
back in with a glass of urine.
The alcoholic tried it.
“It‟s a blonde, 26 years old, three months pregnant and if I
don‟t get the job I‟ll name the father.”

There was a prison break. I saw a midget climb up the fence. He jumped
down and sneered at me. I thought, “That’s a little condescending.”
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Work Boat Day
Sunday 14th August 2016
A fine late winter‟s day brought out a
large array of work boats that made the
Surrey Dive waters very busy indeed. The
range of paddlers, working sail boats ,
coastal steamers and tugs, along with a
swan and Mickey Mouse made a fine
display for SPMBC and many members of
the public to enjoy. A special feature of
the day was the large RC model of Tug
Walumba by Ken Burge.

Walumba shows little wash when under weigh.

Ship‟s Master, Ken Burge, docks
the Walumba

The tug WALUMBA was built for
McIlwraith & McEacharn Ltd, tug operators
of Melbourne. WALUMBA was 115 ft overall length, 29 ft 6 inches beam, and 12 ft
draft with GRT 269 tons. It was launched
on 18 January, 1960.
The tug was powered by a British Polar
7 cylinder 2-cycle diesel engine developing
1292 bhp, driving a single fixed pitch
propeller.

As with most of the tugs built by Adelaide Ship Construction, the tug was of the hydroconic hull
form - ASC at that time had the sole Australian licence to build these hydroconic tugs.
WALUMBA spent time working in
Newcastle, New South Wales in the
1970's, before, in 1976, the tug was
renamed CAPRICORN, and registered
in the Maldives. In 1984 it was again
renamed, the FUSFARU, while still in
the Maldives. She was finally broken
up for scrap in September 1985.
A small glimpse of the hydroconic hull
is visible in this photo.
Photos by Tony Weaver
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Small Sail Boat Day

Sunday 28th. August 2016

Another well attended event, on a beautiful “Spring” day. A „Sail Parade‟ of two laps around a
buoy marked course was preceded by a parade briefing by Ian Jemmeson. All 12 starters
managed the course while a „Footy‟ stayed at the rear of the fleet to, obviously, be ready to
rescue in any man overboard situation.

Ian ensures that the
course and starting
orders are understood.

Don Bladier prepares his „Gwen‟
prior to the parade start.

The fleet gets under weigh.

* From front cover.
On behalf of all SPMBC Members, the Committee wish
Les Lee all the very best for his rehabilitation from his
recent TIA. (Transient Ischemic Attack), mini stroke.
Hope to see you back at the club very soon Les.
Photos by Tony Weaver
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Who we are:
Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who
construct and sail model, radio controlled boats.
What we do:
We build, sail and talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally
from half a metre to three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats,
yachts, tugs and fast electric craft. These remote control models are mostly
powered by electric motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft.
OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2016-2017
Commodore:
Tony Weaver
Vice Commodore:

Philip Ham

Secretary:

Tony Goldsworthy

Treasurer:

Bob Griffiths

First Ordinary Member:

Martin Hopper

nd

2 . Ordinary Member:

John Schuffelen

Quartermaster:

Ken Burnell

Safety Officer:

Martin Hopper

Almoner:

John Savage

Membership Officer

John Schuffelen

Newsletter Editor:

Tony Weaver

Webmaster:

Michael Best
LOCATION & CONTACTS

Sailing Venue & Clubhouse
Sunday and Wednesday mornings

Surrey Park Lake
Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128
Australia

Newsletter Editor

editor@spmbc.org.au

Club Email Address

secr@spmbc.org.au

Snail Mail

P.O. Box 4016, Box Hill South, Vic. 3128 Australia

Webmaster

web_master@spmbc.org .au
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Events
September 2016
01 September 2016
04–September 2016 Sun

Time

Event

Club Mem bership is forfeited if unpaid by this date.
From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

12 Noon

Club Luncheon. Mitcham Hotel

11-September 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

18-September 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Buy Swap and Sell Day

23-September 2016 Fri

Dusk

Night Sail - Gala rig & light your boats to sail them
on the darkened lake.

25-September 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

October 2016

Time

Event

02- October 2016 Sun

10.00 am

Bi-Monthly Club Meeting

09 -October 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

15/16 Oct. 2016 Sat/Sun

8.30 am

Como Gardens Open day

16- October 2016 Sun

8.00 am

City of Whitehorse Spring Festival

16-October 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

23-October 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

30- October 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Square Rig Day

November 2016

Time

Event

06-November 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Club Day & 10.30 am Defibrillator/CPR training

13-November 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Navy Day

20-November 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

27-November 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Schooner, Ketch & Couta Boat day

December 2016

Time

Event

04-December 2016 Sun

10.00 am

Bi-Monthly Club Meeting

10-December 2016 Sat

12.30 pm

Christmas Luncheon. Cherry Hill Tavern,
East Doncaster. Details TBA Later

11-December 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

18- December 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

25- December 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Christmas Day

10-September 2016 Sat
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