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Commodore’s Report
Well this edition of Bilgewater signifies that Winter is here,
and so the more active part of model boating is probably to be
replaced with a bit more coffee and tea drinking, discussion on
new construction, with hopefully, still some action on the lake when
weather permits.
The night sail, held on Friday the 20th. July, was well attended
(I counted 49 members and their partners) no doubt helped by the
fact that a band was to be playing, and finger food supplied to keep everyone warm and
cheerful.
Thanks are due to Ian Jemmeson, Gerard, and the band, and the dynamic duo Pat and
Bob for the entertainment, also a ‘thank you’ to Spence for the two large stock pots of
pea and ham soup, and to Martin H. for arranging and picking up the finger food.
Buy, Swap and Sell day went well. You couldn’t move in the clubrooms and the tables
all seemed full. I hope sellers and buyers went away happy.
As I mentioned at the last meeting, elections are coming up at the July AGM
meeting, and the position of Commodore will become vacant.
Please do give some thought to joining the committee in some form. The club cannot
run by itself and a little help from many spreads the load. On this score I must thank
those who have contributed to making a barbeque lunch happen each week, Ken, Austen,
Tony W, Tony G, and those who chip in to butter bread, and cut onions, wash dishes etc.

Grant

Commodore SPMBC
SPMBC Committee and members have been
saddened by the news of the passing Ian Pullar.
Ian had been a member of SPMBC and was
President of the Doncaster Aeromodellers Club
(D.A.C.). Aged 61 years, Ian always had a joyful
and enthusiastic approach to life and his club
activities. Ian will be greatly missed at both
organisations.
Our sincere condolences go out to his family and
many friends.

The Commodore and Committee of Surrey Park
Model Boat Club.
Cover Photo, Graeme Smithwick‟s new Fairmile
motor torpedo boat, undergoes sea trials.
Photo Tony Weaver.
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Notice of AG
M 2016
Surrey Park Model Boat Club, Surrey Park, Box Hill
Notice of the Annual General Meeting of the
Surrey Park Model Boat Club
Notice is given that the Annual General Meeting of the Surrey Park Model Boat
Club (SPMBC) will be held at the Clubhouse at 10.00 am on

Sunday 10th. July 2016.










The business of the meeting will include:
Commodore’s report.
Confirmation of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 12th. July 2015.
The presentation of the Secretary’s report.
Financial report.
The election of Committee officers.
The receipt and consideration of the statement submitted by the Association in
accordance with section 30(3) of the Act.
Determination of the entrance fee and annual subscription for the following year.
Consideration of the program and events for the coming year.
*Business on notice.

*Business on Notice
The SPMBC Rules and Conditions 12(3) state (in part) that a member desiring to
bring any business before a meeting may give notice of that business, in writing, to the
Secretary.
The Secretary requiring to receive such a notice two weeks before the meeting
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Steam Day

Sunday 13th. March 2016
A good turn out for all the
steam operators. It was good to
see steamers in action again.
Vice Commodore Philip Ham has
constructed a boiler testing rig,
with accurate, calibrated gauge
fitted. All members who have
boilers that they wish to
operate at Surrey Dive, must
first, have their boilers
registered with the club.
A large steam area was set up, and
well used by members.

Philip Ham‟s latest W.I.P steam
launch takes shape.

Geelong Model boat Club visitors
inspect Richard‟s steamer.
Photos Tony Weaver
& Ross McRae

Les Lauder‟s (GMBC) Steam launch,

“Le Joy”
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Just For larfs

This happened a while ago in Dublin, and it's true. (Allegedly)
John Bradford, a Dublin University student, was on the side of the road hitch-hiking on a very
dark night and in the midst of a storm. No cars were travelling that night. The storm was so
strong he could hardly see a few feet ahead of him.
Suddenly, he saw a car slowly coming towards him and stop. John, desperate for shelter and
without thinking about it, got into the car and closed the door.... only to realise there was
nobody behind the wheel and the engine wasn't on!! The car started moving slowly. John
looked at the road ahead and saw a curve approaching. Scared, he started to pray, begging for
his life.
Then, just before the car hit the curve, a hand appeared through the window and turned the
wheel. John, paralysed with terror, watched as the hand repeatedly came through the window,
but never touched or harmed him. Shortly thereafter John saw the lights of a pub appear
down the road. So, gathering strength, he jumped out of the car and ran to the pub.
Wet and out of breath, he rushed inside and started telling everybody about the horrible
experience he had just had. A silence enveloped the pub when everybody realised he was crying
and....wasn't drunk.
Suddenly the door opened and two other people walked in from the stormy night. They, like
John, were also soaked and out of breath. Looking around, and seeing John Bradford sobbing at
the bar, one said to the other....
'Look Paddy...there's the freakin' idiot who got in the car while we were pushin' it.'
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Seen About The Club
Surrey Dive tree prepares for the Bushfire season
This Fire extinguisher made a safe landing at
Surrey Dive, thanks to Ross McRae, who used
our SPMBC bamboo retrieval pole to bring the
extinguisher down form it’s perch in a lake side
tree.
A label on the extinguisher indicated that it had
previously spent time in the kitchens at the
Caulfield Race Club. It was empty, so I guess it
may have had a lot of use.
Maybe flames were used to make the Caviar
black at their ‘Black Caviar Restaurant’?

?

Wednesday 23rd. March 2016
Larcing About.

SPMBC was visited by Ron from the “Triple S” Model boat Club” from Brisbane. Ron was in
Melbourne to see his son Wade and both came down to Surrey Dive to give their amphibian
LARC an outing. Quite an impressive little vessel it was too.
Ron’s club operates from the Brisbane Entertainment Centre and use a shipping container as
boat storage. The Triple S Model Boat Club have about 60 members. The club name is derived
from S ail S cale and S team.

Photos Tony Weaver
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Seen About The Club

John Bacon‟s “Schaarhorn”

Popular dock side

Loch Ness monster sighted at Surrey Dive

Russell Bryant‟s fast boat „U47‟ has a
scratch built timber hull, not often seen
these days, well done Russell.
Dockside view of tug Tooronga
Photos Tony Weaver & Ross Mc Rae
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Dandenong Valley Historic Car Club visit

Sunday 3rd.April 2016

The perfect picnic spot, well enjoyed.

A great display by our visiting Historic Car
Club, made for one of SPMBC’s great days
of enjoyment. Well attended by members of
both organisations, the day made great use
of the Surrey Dive facilities and grassed
areas. SPMBC put on a sausage sizzle (with a
few rissoles thrown in) and the visitors
seemed to enjoy this, our model boats and
our facilities, as much as we enjoyed the
company of DVHCC members and their
vehicles. An Annual event???

A wonderful display in an ideal area of Surrey Park.

Classic Willys Overland

„Go this way‟,
“I want to go that way”
Photos Tony Weaver & Ross McRae
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Dandenong Valley Historic Car Club visit
Sunday 3rd.April 2016

The Chev van of SPMBC‟s John
Bacon is first in line.
Nash panache.

Cadillac grille is an Art Deco masterpiece.

The Ford Model T looked better than a new one.

All the senior SPMBC hoons drooled over the
beautiful Lagonda.

The elegant Austin 6
Photos Tony Weaver & Ross McRae
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Seen About The Club
Austintatious?

Grant Austin...Chief

Austen Ekberg...Chef
Catching a
few zzzz‟s

Peter (Biggles)
Stapleton, still
1st in food
queue.
Photos Tony Weaver &
Tony Goldsworthy

Alan Gray‟s neat
static steamer,
“Canute”

Dave Knapthine‟s very
detailed model of
“Oscar W”, complete
with bunks in the
cabins.
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Navy Day
Sunday 24th. April 2016
Submarines by John Dutton and Graham Smithwick

Phil Clarke‟s‟Fremantle class patrol
boat, HMAS Geelong

Les Lee‟s WW1 Dreadnought

Peter Stapleton‟s navy
ship of unknown type.

?????

(Don‟t ask Peter)

Haig Janz‟s destroyer leads the sail past.

John Bacon‟s WW1 captured cutter, HMAS Una,
looks very elegant.

Photos Tony Weaver
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Como Gardens Fund Raiser
Saturday 16th. & Sunday 17th April 2016
SPMBC again supported the Como
Gardens charity function. Our
support of this function is our main
charity effort for the year and is
very much appreciated by George
and Pat Hetrel, owners of Como
Gardens. Attendances were down a
bit on the Saturday with some
light rain and cloud cover but the
SPMBC had a colourful display.
Sunday was a boomer, close to an
all time record with the fine
weather. A considerable amount was raised clearing about $18,000 that was passed on to the St
John’s Ambulance and SES local brigades in the area. These funds go to new equipment
purchases and the machines previously paid for were on show at the site.
George,s car museum again attracted a lot of interest with the 1803 Panhard Lavassa again
being demonstrated and run by the owner. This apparently the oldest running vehicle in
Australia. The engine is fired by externally heated tubes that enter the Vee twin cylinders.
The last two years we have been using borrowed ‘push up’ easy erect awnings as our base
camp so we have avoided the time consuming effort of erecting the canopy previously provided
by Como Gardens. These have been very successful.
A very big ‘thank you’ to the two groups who worked the two days.. It is quite a tough but
satisfying job keeping models going on the Lake for about 6 hours each day and interfacing with
the public as well. The Sunday in particular was very busy with a constant stream of people
interested in the models and wanting to find out as much as they could about our club and the
boats.
A great effort by all those who were able to attend and, as usual, well organised by Ian
Jemmeson. Ed.

Como Gardens Report and
photos by Ian Jemmeson

A large number of visitors were
fascinated by the SPMBC boats.
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Night Sailing with Tunes
Friday 20th. May 2016

With a large attendance of around 50 folk, including our
ukulele and guitar players, the Night Sailing was very
successful. Ian Jemmeson’s Ukulele group, with a few SPMBC
members included, performed around 2 dozen fun tunes
Buz Carter
following the sailing. Compering was very ably done by Don
Bladier. Several partners also came along to share the experience. Supper was provided, with
the Pea & Ham soup courtesy of Spence Herd, going down very well on the cool evening.

Practicing for Sailing Night ?
Anything familiar here, musicians?

Photos by Tony Goldsworthy
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Display of Members Models & other Hobbies
Sunday 26th. May 2016
Well what a great collection of Members
models and other interests.

John Simpson is to be congratulated for the huge
display of operating miniature model trams. A great
deal of time and effort went into setting up the
detailed and interesting display. Thanks John for
letting us all share in this great collection.

Tony G happily grinding his organ.

Flyers, Les Lee & Martin Hopper
displayed a couple of their glders.
Philip Ham‟s Morgan & Bugatti cars.

Alan Gray‟s mountain railway
diorama

Don Knowles‟s bottled
ships.
Photos Tony Weaver
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Who we are:
Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who
construct and sail model, radio controlled boats.
What we do:
We build, sail and talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally
from half a metre to three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats,
yachts, tugs and fast electric craft. These remote control models are mostly
powered by electric motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft.
OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2015-2016
Commodore:
Grant Austin
Vice Commodore:

Phillip Ham

Secretary:

Martin Hopper

Treasurer:

Bob Griffiths

First Ordinary Member:

Peter Lemm

nd

2 . Ordinary Member:

John Schuffelen

Quartermaster:

Ken Burnell

Safety Officer:

Les Lee

Almoner:

John Savage

Membership Officer

John Schuffelen

Newsletter Editor:

Tony Weaver

Webmaster:

Michael Best
LOCATION & CONTACTS

Sailing Venue & Clubhouse
Sunday and Wednesday mornings

Surrey Park Lake
Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128
Australia

Newsletter Editor

editor@spmbc.org.au

Club Email Address

secr@spmbc.org.au

Snail Mail

P.O. Box 4016, Box Hill South, Vic. 3128 Australia

Webmaster

web_master@spmbc.org .au
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Events
June 2016

Time

Event

05–June 2016 Sun

10.00 am

Monthly Club Meeting

12– June 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

19-June 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Paddle Boat Day

26-June 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club day

Time

Event

July 2016
01 - July 2016

Club Membership Fees Due

03 -July 2016 Sun

10.00 am

Monthly Club Meeting

10-July 2016 Sun

10.00 am

Annual General Meeting

17 -July 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Steam Day

24 - July 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

30 -July 2016 Sat

Evening

Christmas in July - 6.00 pm arrival/6.30 Commencement

31-July 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

August 2016

Time

Event

07-August 2016 Sun

10.00 am

Monthly Club Meeting

14-August 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Work Boat Day

21-August 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

28-August 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Small Sail Boat Day - less than 750 mm

September 2016

Time

Event
Club Membership is forfeited if unpaid by
this date.

01 September 2016
04-Sept. 2016 Sun

10.00 am

Monthly Club Meeting

11-Sept. 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

18-Sept. 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Buy Swap and Sell Day

23 - Sept. 2016 Fri

Dusk

Night Sail - Gala rig & light your boats to sail them
on the darkened lake.

25 - Sept. 2016 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day
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