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Commodore’s Report
Christmas functions at Cherry Hill Tavern and the Luncheon at the
clubrooms were well attended and enjoyed by those that were able
to participate. We are now into the year 2017 and already quite a
few good things have happened at SPMBC.
We have had 4 Hour parking restriction signs placed
in the Eastern car park to give Surrey Dive users, which
of course includes SPMBC members, a fair go at parking
on the Wednesday. Parking spaces had been taken up by
rail commuters parking all day.
A big thank you to the City of Whitehorse.
Steam operations at SPMBC are now back in full operation, with 15 Registered and
tested boilers at the club. Our Club By-Laws governing the running of steam boats, have
been brought up to date and have been given the green light for Public Liability cover by
our Insurance Broker. Our commitment to OH&S, as required by the terms of our lease
with the City of Whitehorse, has also been met. A huge thank you to Martin Hopper
and Philip Ham who have undertaken the boiler testing & documentation. I would also like
to thank; John Godfrey & Craig Hopper for suppling fittings and a good quality pressure
gauge. For advice and the manufacture of special adapters required for testing various
boilers, a big thanks go to Phil Clarke and Ken Burge.
The first couple of special event days have taken place and have been well supported.
A big thank you to the Dandenong Valley Historic Car Club for again including a visit to
SPMBC as one of their outing destinations. A great turn out with plenty of inter club
conversations going on. The sausage sizzle was expertly cooked by Chef Daryl Doyle.
A special thank you to Alan Gray for donating shelving for our Western store room.
This has allowed us to clear away various club items that were cluttering up the clubrooms. Alan also organised the Endurance Day and provided prizes.
Thanks also to John Schuffelen who has enthusiastically painted and cleared out the
storeroom of accumulated, no longer required, „donated‟ items.
It was heartening to see so many SPMBC members join in the search for Phillip
McCardle‟s lost sail boat. Well done to all those who spontaneously pitched in to help.
A great display of the SPMBC spirit and willingness to help out.
It was good to have our W.A. Honorary member, Ted Tamlyn, call in to SPMBC on his way
back to Yanchep after attending the Hobart wooden boat show. Ted also managed to
catch up with some old Task Force 72 mates as well. Good to see you Ted.
Cheers,
Tony Weaver.
Commodore.

Cover photo is Graham Smithwick’s
camouflaged Schnellboot.
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Cherry Hill Tavern Christmas Luncheon
Saturday 10th. December 2016

A fine turn out, good Menu selection and efficient table service, made for a very
successful Luncheon at the Cherry Hill Tavern Hotel.
A Christmas surprise arrived in a special envelope for all members & partners, making
the wonderful day a relatively inexpensive one. Unfortunately, no photos have been
available for inclusion in Bilgewater......... Too busy feeding faces and catching up with
all our SPMBC friends.

Buffet Lunch at Club Rooms
Sunday 18th. December 2016

The beautifully laid out buffet did not stay so
neat for very long. Spence Herd and Mal Roberts
wasted no time in loading up some of the wide
choice of cold collations.

Santa looks like he stopped of at Hungry
Jacks before coming to SPMBC

Photos Tony Weaver
& Bob Griffith
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S.S. Miner
By Don Bladier

The S.S. Miner was a mine layer ship built in Brisbane in 1886 by Evans Anderson Phelan
Company for the Queensland Defence forces. Photos of the ship show the mines strung along
the side of the ship. They were like 44 Gallon drums.
Dimensions were;
Length, 81 Feet 10 Inches.
Beam, 15 Feet.
Draft, 4 to 5 Feet.
Displacement, 65 Tons.
Steam Engine, 12 Inch and 24 Inch by 15 Inch stroke.
Boiler, 8 feet diameter by 10 feet long.
Construction was of riveted iron. The ship was used by the Army Engineers from 1886
until 1902. It was then transferred to the Queensland Government and sered until 1954
and was then scuttled off Bishop Island in Moreton Bay.
My model is to 1/24 scale. It was built by the “Plank on frame” method. The frames are of
2 mm marine ply and the planking is of pine (from Bunnings) bandsawn down to about 6 mm X 2
mm strips, glued on with Weldbond adhesive and then sheathed in tissue like fibreglass split
strand mat using epoxy resin.
The deck is of 2 mm ply and is then covered with pine planking to simulate the deck boards.
The keel is built up of 3 pieces of 2 mm ply, the centre piece being 5 mm less in width than the
outer two, to leave a 2 mm X 5 mm depth slot from bow to stern. A brass strip was cut and
fitted into this slot.
The only purchased parts are the propeller and shaft, the portholes, the lifebuoys, the
port and starboard navigation lights and the stanchions for the upper deck railing. Stanchions
are about 30 mm long with 2 knobs that need drilling 1/32”. Bought them at 10 for $14.00.
Much easier.
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S.S. Miner

Continued.

The method of starting to build a „plank on frame‟ hull, is to build it upside down. Start
by drawing a datum line above the deck at each frame position. A piece of 6.00 mm MDF
board is cut to each of these dimensions and I rebated and glued them into a base board. The
tops of the MDF then follow the curve of the deck. Start by attaching the hull frames to
these. Draw a line lengthways down the base board and with a square, transfer the centre line
to the frames so that you know where to attach the keel. The keel is rebated into the frames.
The propeller shaft was fitted before the planking was started.
Now start planking from the deck, upwards, 2 planks at a time on each side so that you
do not induce a twist into the hull. I bent the planks with a hot air gun to get the required
twist in them. I then worked 2 planks on the deck side and then 2 planks on the keel side and
after a while I had to start cutting the ends to fit. I was then doing only 1 plank per side,
trying to match the fitting. No pins were used, the planking was held by small spring clips.
The funnel is a piece of electrical conduit with brass ferrules epoxied.
The model is powered by an electric motor from a car or
truck fan or heater. This is a large motor about 60 mmm
diameter. It will turn over slowly with 1 volt applied. I built
a small gear box, 1:1 ratio, to raise the propeller shaft up to
the motor shaft level. The prop shaft and gear box are
filled with lithium grease to keep water out. So far none has
come in.
The battery is a 7 cell 1700 ma/hr Ni Cad Pack, and
there are two of these packs. I had two of these packs and
I needed more ballast, so I thought that an extra battery
pack would be more useful than a piece of lead. I still needed to add about 1.5 Kg of lead.
Total displacement was about 5 Kg. The motor is controlled by a home made speed controller
and another channel is used to switch a relay to get forward and reverse. So the radio control
uses 3 channels;
1. Rudder
2. Motor speed, and
3. Direction forward and reverse.

The winch is built up from 2 mm plywood. Gears cut with clock
gear cutter wheel. The winch is not a working model, although,
the gears turn & the piston rods move.

The poor helmsman had to stand out in
weather. Later a canvas awning was added.
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Just For Larfs
Nine things about life, and death you may not have known...
Number 9: Death is the number one killer in the world.
Number 8: Life is sexually transmitted.
Number 7: Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at which one can die.
Number 6: Men have two emotions: Hungry and horny and they can't tell them apart.
If you see a gleam in his eye, make him a sandwich.
Number 5: Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach a person to use
the Internet and they won‟t bother you for days, weeks, months, maybe years. Teach
them to play golf and you may never see them again.
Number 4: Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in hospital, dying of
nothing.
Number 3: All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no attention to
criticism.
Number 2: In the 60's people took acid to make the world weird. Now the world is
weird, and they take Prozac to make it normal.
Number 1: Life is like a jar of jalapeno peppers. What you do today might burn your
ass tomorrow.
Don't let old age bother you, it doesn't last that long.

For this new Senior's Exam, you only need
4 correct out of 10 questions to pass.

START:
1) How long did the Hundred Years' War last?
2) Which country makes Panama hats?
3) From which animal do we get cat gut?
4) In which month do Russians celebrate the October Revolution?
5) What is a camel's hair brush made of?
6) The Canary Islands in the Pacific are named after what animal?
7) What was King George VI's first name?
8) What colour is a purple finch?
9) Where are Chinese gooseberries from?
10) What is the colour of the black box in a commercial airplane?
Remember, you need only 4 correct answers to pass.
Check your answers on Page 14

Jokes collected & supplied by Nev Burford.
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Just For Larfs
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DVHCC

Visit

Sunday 12th. February 2017
SPMBC clubrooms
were full of
interested DVHCC
visitors.

Ken Burnell trying to do a
deal? Maybe swapping a
Kingswood one tonner for a
Chevrolet and Pontiac?

Photos Tony Weaver
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DVHCC

Visit

DVHCC President, Ian Clarke,
displays his Chevrolet truck at
the head of the great display.

Cadillac & Chevrolet in the
line up.

Great attendance from DVHCC members,
encamped under shelter from the
occasional light shower.

Photos Tony Weaver
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Seen About

SPMBC Secretary, Tony Goldsworthy,
never fails to do a great BBQ.
Martin Hopper & Philip Ham boiler testing
S.L. Alexandra, watched intently by Phillip McCardle.

Scottie enjoys a bit of
Wednesday hospitality.

Bob Griffith’s new head sail?

Les Jewell describes his construction techniques
for his yellow submarines to a very interested
group of members.

Photos Tony Weaver
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Seen About
Daryl Doyle, SPMBC sailor &
Camperdown aviator, hard at work
at The Ruffy Produce Store.
A great place for an ‘out of Town’
meal Friday to Sunday.

The sign that we have been
waiting to see. Well done City
of Whitehorse!!!

John Williams' latest boat, the WW1
mine sweeper, HMS Hexham,
undergoes her first sea trials.

Greg Howe, John Schuffelen and
Ian Jemmeson get down to steam
business.

Photos Tony Weaver
& Ian Jemmeson
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Seen About
Haig Jansz appears to have a screw
loose..... on his HMS Triumph submarine?

Richard Carlton is justifiably proud of his
horizontal twin steam engine rebuild.

Martin Borg catches up with Honorary Member,
Ted Tamlyn. Ted is on a flying visit taking in the
Hobart Wooden Boat show and of course, SPMBC.
Ted & Martin are also members of Task Force 72
Model Boat Club.

Haig Jansz & Jason Plummridge doing ballast trials
on Jason’s W.I.P, HMS Queen Elizabeth Battleship.
Not quite full size.
Photos by Tony Weaver
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Endurance Runs

Sunday 26th. February 2017

Tugs galore!!!!

An absolutely perfect day greeted the
second attempt at the endurance
events.
The exact opposite of last week’s cold
& wet weather, which caused the
cancellation of the day’s events.
Good numbers of members and boats
turned out and, although there was
some attempts at skulduggery, all
boats made it home safely.
A big thank you to Alan Gray who
organised the event so well and also
provided the prizes.

The WINNERS were.

John Dutton’s spy boat keeps a close eye
on Rob Loveridge and Bob Owens.

1.
2.
3.

Paddle Boat Event:
Ross McRae.
Bob Owens
Tony Weaver.

1.
2.
3.

Brushed Motor Event:
Claude Miller
Rob Loveridge
Ross Mc Rae

1.
2.
3.

Brushless Motor Event:
Martin Lui
Andrew Riddle
Phil Clarke.

Philip Mc Ardle gives chase

Martin Hopper leads early

Photos Tony Weaver
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Just For Larfs
The King wanted to go fishing.
He called on the royal weather forecaster and inquired as to the weather forecast
for the next few hours. The weatherman assured him that there was no chance of
rain in the coming days, So the King went fishing with his wife, the Queen. On the
way he met a farmer on his donkey. Upon seeing the king the farmer said, "Your
Majesty, you should return to the palace! In just a short time I expect a huge
amount of rain to fall in this area". The King was polite and considerate, he replied:
"I hold the palace meteorologist in high regard. He is an extensively educated and
experienced professional. And besides, I pay him very high wages. He gave me a
very different forecast. I trust him."
So the King continued on his way. However, a short time later a torrential rain fell
from the sky. The King and Queen were totally soaked and their entourage
chuckled upon seeing them in such a shameful condition. Furious, the King returned
to the palace and gave the order to fire the professional. Then he summoned the
farmer and offered him the prestigious and high paying role of royal forecaster.
The farmer said, "Your Majesty, I do not know anything about forecasting.
I obtain my information from my donkey. If I see my donkey's ears drooping, it
means with certainty that it will rain."
And thus began the practice of hiring dumb asses to work in the government and
occupy its highest and most influential positions.
The practice is unbroken to this date.

1) How long did the Hundred Years War last? 116 years
2) Which country makes Panama hats? Ecuador
3) From which animal do we get cat gut? Sheep and Horse
4) In which month do Russians celebrate the October Revolution? November
5) What is a camel's hair brush made of? Squirrel fur
6) The Canary Islands in the Pacific are named after what animal? Dogs
7) What was King George VI's first name? Albert
8 ) What color is a purple finch? Crimson
9) Where are Chinese gooseberries from? New Zealand
10) What is the colour of the black box in a commercial airplane?
Orange (of course)
What do you mean, you failed? .......Me, too!
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Who we are:
Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who
construct and sail model, radio controlled boats.
What we do:
We build, sail and talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally
from half a metre to three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats,
yachts, tugs and fast electric craft. These remote control models are mostly
powered by electric motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft.
OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2016-2017
Commodore:
Tony Weaver
Vice Commodore:

Philip Ham

Secretary:

Tony Goldsworthy

Treasurer:

Bob Griffiths

First Ordinary Member:

Martin Hopper

nd

2 . Ordinary Member:

John Schuffelen

Quartermaster:

Ken Burnell

Safety Officer:

Martin Hopper

Almoner:

John Savage

Membership Officer

John Schuffelen

Newsletter Editor:

Tony Weaver

Webmaster:

Michael Best
LOCATION & CONTACTS

Sailing Venue & Clubhouse
Sunday and Wednesday mornings

Surrey Park Lake
Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128
Australia

Newsletter Editor

editor@spmbc.org.au

Club Email Address

secr@spmbc.org.au

Snail Mail

P.O. Box 4016, Box Hill South, Vic. 3128 Australia

Webmaster

web_master@spmbc.org .au
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Events
March 2017

Time

Event

05–March 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day &
Yacht Endurance events after 12.00 noon

12-March 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Steam Day

19-March 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Junior Challenge Day

26-March 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Fast Boat Appreciation Day
(10.00 - 12.00 set aside for Fast Boat Operation)

April 2017

Time

Event

02- April 2017 Sun

10.00 am

Bi-Monthly Meeting

09 -April 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Visit from Illawong Model Boat Group

16-April 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

19 -April 2017 Wed

10.30 am

Visit from Manningham Seniors Mens Group

22-April 2017 Sat

From 8.30 am

Como Gardens Open day

23-April 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day & Como Gardens

30- April 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Navy Day

May 2017

Time

Event

03-May 2017 Wed

10.30 am

Visit from Manningham Seniors Ladies Group

07-May 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Buy, Swap & Sell.

14-May 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

21-May 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

28-May 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

June 2017

Time

Event

04-June 2017 Sun

10.00 am

Bi-Monthly Meeting

11-June 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

18- June 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

25- June 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Paddle Boat Day

Displays of other models or other hobbies that
members have.
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