SPRING 2017

IN THIS ISSUE
lub
C
e

uly
J
ay
Th
ay
fs
D
t
n
D
r
i
?
t
u
a
t
t
as
oa or L
bo
ay
oa
si
i
A
B
B
D
m
t
t
rk
t F ddle
ha
ris Seen
o
s
am
h
u
e
W
W
t
J
a
C
S
P

See page 14

Commodore’s Report
Well another AGM has been and gone, another Club year is
underway. The Surrey Park Model Boat Club finished the financial
year in a very sound financial position. A big thank you for this
result goes to the outgoing Treasurer, Bob Griffith. Bob’s
dedication to the roll has ensured a solid base for our new
Treasurer, Don Knowles, to go forward from.. We welcome Don
back to the committee and his many years of service to the Club
will no doubt be a great help to us.
During the last 12 months the revised operation of Steam boilers registration and testing
has been finalised and accepted by our Insurers for Public Liability cover.
Almost 30 boilers are now on the Register. Well done Philip Ham , Martin Hopper and
Tony Goldsworthy.
The erection of 4 Hour parking signs at the Eastern end of Surrey Park has been very
successful in keeping all day ‘commuter’ vehicles out. Thank you to The City of
Whitehorse for acting on the SPMBC committee’s submissions.
Our membership is now around a very healthy 130 mark. Thanks goes to John Schuffelen
for his enthusiastic management of this position. I would like to thank Philip Ham for his
work as Vice Commodore and thank him for putting his hand up to continue his work with
steam boiler testing as well as assisting Martin Hopper in their roles as Safety Officers.
Also I would like to welcome the new Vice Commodore, David Knappstein, and hope that he
will enjoy this role.
At the young age of 85 years, John Savage has stepped down from his work as Almoner.
His fine work in this area will be hard to match. Thank you very much John.
Cheers,
Tony Weaver,
Commodore

Anagrams
The Morse Code: When you rearrange the letters: Here Come Dots
Snooze Alarms: When you rearrange the letters: Alas No More Z's
A Decimal Point: When you rearrange the letters: I'm a Dot in Place
Eleven plus two: When you rearrange the letters: Twelve plus one

. -. .--- --- -.-Cover photo is Harry
Hardenberg’s new & refined
paddler, ‘CURLIP’.
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What is It?
The photograph, on the left, was taken
some years ago. The wooden dinghy was
floating in the outer harbour at St Kilda.
It was designed in the 30s as a rowing
skiff by the American boat builder and
designer John Atkins. It is ‘plank-onframe’, built over a jig, with an unusual,
flat, cross- planked bottom ---not quite
flat, there is a rise towards the bow. A
screw-eye is fitted just above the water
line which, when a long line is attached,
makes it ideal for towing.
The original design called for two overlapping planks per side and the boat above has two planks per side of 3mm mahogany marine
ply, strengthened and stiffened by two hoop pine rubbing strakes extending fore and aft.
The bottom is tongue-and-grooved sequoia [also known as red pine or American Redwood]
soft but durable. Atkins designed it with a rebate along the gunwales to allow for a rope
fender to circle the boat. The original would have been manila, this one is nylon and is
secured with monel boat nails.
Epoxy glue was used in its construction and the fastenings are copper nails, clenched
over, which makes it very strong despite the lightness of the timbers. The boat was given
several coats of epoxy varnish with the outside of the hull being later painted as above.
Over time, certain ‘refinements’ were made. The elegant sequoia slatted stern seat was
replaced with a watertight compartment after a water container was dropped onto it from a
great height, smashing the light structure [it being used as a tender at the time]. About the
same time the bow seat was also turned into a waterproof locker to make it virtually
unsinkable.
There were originally two rowing positions, the bow one being used when carrying heavy
loads, but it became simpler to have just one. The huon pine blocks holding the bow rowlocks
are still visible.
Later, grab rails were fitted along the inside of the dinghy to which one could secure
lines or other items.
It spent some years as a tender to a small sloop anchored in the outer harbour at St.
Kilda, handling light surf and heavy swells in a very able fashion, the trick being to spin the
bow of the dinghy seawards before the waves started to break and rowing in stern first.
It is now, of course, the Surrey Park Model Boat Club Rescue Boat.

Claude Miller
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Paddle Boat Day
Sunday 25th. June 2017
Paddle Boat Day was a cold and windy winter’s day. Despite the less than perfect conditions,
there was still a large turn out of boats. While there is plenty of boats in the dock area display,
some owners had more than one boat and consequently some remained inside.

Tony Goldsworthy tries
to take his paddler
between the “Oscar W”
and her towed barge.

Photos by Tony Weaver &
Don Bladier

Some of the many boats on the bench
before having a run.

Mass paddler gathering at dockside.
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Paddle Boat Day
Sunday 25th. June 2017

Part of the paddler fleet in the sail past

Blustery conditions
caused a few close calls
during the sail past.

Harry Hardenbergs “Curlip” ran
well in the windy conditions.
Editor’s “Success” made an appearance.

Photos by Tony Weaver
& Don Bladier
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Les Lee Commemerative Steam Day
Sunday 23rd. July 2017

Part of the 13 steam boats running in the dock area.

What a really good turn out for the steam powered members. Despite the cold weather, an
impressive display was put on. Some members brought a couple of boats, so not all boats could
be run at the same time. Well done to the steam fraternity.

One of the crowded steaming tables.

Rob Loveridge displays more of his great
range of steam engines.

Photos Tony Weaver
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Les Lee Commemerative Steam Day
Sunday 23rd. July 2017
Fine workmanship on Richard
Carlson’s Steam launch “Jika”

Close up of the beautiful engine
& boiler on Richard’s SL “Jika”

Ken Burge displayed his steam
engine powered industrial fan.

Photos Tony Weaver
& Michael Best

Martin Lui’s Steam launch, ‘Sarah’ looked a picture.
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Christmas in July Luncheon
Saturday 29th. July 2017
More than 50 members
and partners enjoyed a
very social luncheon at
the Mitcham Hotel.
Despite some slow meal
service, a good time was
enjoyed by all.

Glen McRae and Bob Griffiths are part of
the happy lot at table 58.

Martin Lui spies a vacant position at the table.

Claude checks out some
model boat photos.

Photos by Ross McRae
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Christmas in July Luncheon
Saturday 29th. July 2017

Rob Loveridge and Ken Burnell go behind Ken’s wife’ s back to converse.

It’s thumbs up from guest Fred, while Chris and Ruth Hudnott aren’t looking.
Photos by Ross McRae
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Seen About
Harry Hardenberg and his
grand daughter enjoy Work
Boat day.

Photos Tony Weaver,
Haig Jansz &
John Robinson

Ken leans on his Crosier, while
“Cardinal” John keeps his hands warm.
(At least I think that’s what he is trying
to keep warm.)
“Bishop”

Ian Jemmeson concentrates.

Phil Clarke checks his new steamer’s
ballasting after having the boiler tested
by Philip Ham.

Superb detail on Haig Jansz’s WIP U-181 submarine.
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Seen About

Junior member Oscar receives a photo of Paddle
Steamer “Oscar W” from Vice Commodore David
Knappstein.

Les Jewel displays his top class pressed tin
work for the cabin and decking of his new
battery powered launch.

Claude Miller battles the wind to get
his boat’s rigging set up.

Gary Foster shows off his RC Reva
speed boat and Ferrari combination.
Photos Tony Weaver
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Work Boat Day
Sunday 13th. August 2017
The weather was almost Spring like and the turn out was large. A wonderful showing of the
scale modelling skills of Surrey Park Model Boat Club members. A big thank you to all who
helped put on such a great display.
Watch Martin Lui’s Youtube video.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIwXwuBzdHA

Control+click to follow link.
Some of the large line up
of operators.

Ross McRae’s tug ‘Bass‘
Gives other vessels a
spray.

A big turn out.
Ken Burge’s large ‘Charles Waugh’
tug in the thick of it.

Photos by Don Bladier
& Tony Weaver
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Just For Larfs
A Touching Story.
In 1986, Peter Davies was on holiday in Kenya after graduating from Louisiana State
University.
On a hike through the bush, he came across a young bull elephant standing with
one leg raised in the air. The elephant seemed distressed, so Peter approached
it very carefully. He got down on one knee, inspected the elephant’s foot, and found a
large piece of wood deeply embedded in it. As carefully and as gently as he could,
Peter worked the wood out with his knife, after which the elephant gingerly put down
its foot. The elephant turned to face the man and with a rather curious look on its
face, stared at him for several tense moments. Peter stood frozen, thinking of nothing
else but being trampled. Eventually the elephant trumpeted loudly, turned and walked
away. Peter never forgot that elephant or the events of that day.
Twenty years later, Peter was walking through the Chicago Zoo with his teenage
son. As they approached the elephant enclosure, one of the creatures turned and
walked over to near where Peter and his son Cameron were standing. The large bull
elephant stared at Peter, lifted its front foot off the ground, then put it down. The
elephant did that several times then trumpeted loudly, all the while staring at the man.
Remembering the encounter in 1986, Peter could not help wondering if this was
the same elephant. Peter summoned up his courage, climbed over the railing and made
his way into the enclosure. He walked right up to the elephant and stared back in
wonder. The elephant trumpeted again, wrapped its trunk around one of Peter legs and
slammed him against the railing, killing him instantly.

Probably wasn't the same bloody elephant.

A GLASS OF WINE BEFORE TURNING IN

!!

A single glass at night could mean a peaceful, uninterrupted night’s sleep.

NEW Wine for Seniors , I kid you not.....
Clare Valley vintners in South Australia, which primarily produce Pinot Blanc, Pinot Noir,
and Pinot Grigio wines, have developed a new hybrid grape that acts as an anti-diuretic.
It is expected to reduce the number of trips older people have to make to the
bathroom during the night.

The new wine will be Marketed as...

"Pino More"
Flushed out by Col Smith

13

1930’s Commuter Yacht
Manhattan by Ross McRae
The 1930’s saw the ‘Golden Era’ of Yacht building. This era brought about some of the
most beautiful motor yachts ever designed. In a series of ‘one upmanship’ designs, the wealthy
Wall Street millionaires created what is now referred to as the ‘Commuter Yacht’. They were
used to whisk their well heeled owners to work in style and FAST.
Our local SPMBC boat designer, Ross McRae, has embarked on a project to grace our
Surrey Dive waters with his answer to Commuter Yacht design. Still a work in progress,
“Manhattan” has successfully and gracefully performed at her recent sea trials. Her extended
bow is brilliantly planked and the relatively small wheel house includes great detail both inside
and out. Still to come are the possible fore and aft cabin additions. We will all be waiting with
baited breath for further additions to the boat.
(No pressure Ross)

Great wheel house detail

A good turn of speed.

Long & graceful lines

Photos Ross McRae
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Who we are:
Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who
construct and sail model, radio controlled boats.
What we do:
We build, sail and talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally
from half a metre to three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats,
yachts, tugs and fast electric craft. These remote control models are mostly
powered by electric motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft.
OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2017-2018
Commodore:
Tony Weaver
Vice Commodore:

David Knappstein

Secretary:

Tony Goldsworthy

Treasurer:

Don Knowles

First Ordinary Member:

Martin Hopper

2nd. Ordinary Member:

John Schuffelen

Quartermasters:

Ken Burnell & Peter Eames

Safety Officers:

Martin Hopper & Philip Ham

Membership Officer

John Schuffelen

Newsletter Editor:

Tony Weaver

Webmaster:

Michael Best
LOCATION & CONTACTS

Sailing Venue & Clubhouse
Sunday and Wednesday mornings

Surrey Park Lake
Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128
Australia

Newsletter Editor

editor@spmbc.org.au

Club Email Address

secr@spmbc.org.au

Snail Mail

P.O. Box 4016, Box Hill South, Vic. 3128 Australia

Webmaster

web_master@spmbc.org .au
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Events
September 2017

Time

Event

03-September 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

10-September 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Buy Swap & Sell Day

17- September 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

22- September 2017 Fri

From 6.00 pm

Night Sail - gala rig, & light your boats to operate
them on a darkened lake, an exciting experience.

24-September 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

October 2017

Time

Event

01-October 2017 Sun

10.00 am

Bi-Monthly Meeting

08-October 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

14/15 Oct. 2017 Sat/Sun

From 8.30 am

Como Gardens Fund Raiser, the last one

15-October 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day/City of Whitehorse Spring Festival

22-October 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

29-October 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Square Rig Day

November 2017

Time

Event

05-November 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club day

12-November 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Navy Day

19-November 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club day & Diabetes talk 10.00am

26-November 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Schooner, ketch & Couta Boat Day

December 2017

Time

Event

02-December 2017 Sat

Noon

Christmas Lunch Mitcham Hotel

03-December 2017 Sun

10.00 am

Bi-Monthly Meeting

10-December 2007 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

17 December 2017 Sun

From 10.30 am

Club members Christmas with entertainment

24-December 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

31-December 2017 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

Normal Club Day.
Membership Fees must be paid by this day
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