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 Commodore’s Report 

Cover photo is Tony Goldsworthy’s 
decorated, night sailing trawler 

Well the last 3 months has produced both highs and lows for the 

Surrey Park Model Boat Club.  

Successful club events included our attendance at the final Como 

Gardens Open Day and the Whitehorse Festival. Both events had 

their best turn out from club members for quite a while. Thanks to 

all involved. 

Events at the dive were also very successful in the main. The night 

sailing was a very pleasant evening, thanks to our members and the 

weather gods. 

 Our presentation concerning the serious problem that is Diabetes was well attended 

and very well explained by Associate Professor Neale Cohen from the Baker Heart &  

Diabetes Institute. Many interesting questions were fielded by Neale and I am sure that 

we are all more aware of the Diabetes challenge now. 

The Surrey Park Model Boat Club showed it’s support for the research and treatment 

programs of the Baker Institute with a $250.00 donation. 

 SPMBC has been pleased to have our local, Elgar Ward, Councillors both visit and  

attend a couple of our club functions. Our councillors and, the General Manager of  

Infastructure for the City of Whitehorse, Phil Warner have expressed that they are  

impressed with the great use made of the SPMBC facility and the popularity of the club 

and the enjoyment provided for members of the public and their families. Well done to all 

our members, it is you that make the Club what it is and how it is perceived. 

  To finish the year we have a couple of social events on. The Christmas lunch, for 

members and partners, at the Mitcham Hotel and the other, for members, at the  

Club rooms. Both events should be great fun. 

 A very Merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year to all members and their families, 

from myself, and all the SPMBC Committee. 

Tony Weaver,  

Commodore. 

Around twenty members attended the funeral of Barbara Gray, the wife of club 

member Alan Gray. The large contingent of support from SPMBC, was indicative of 

the high esteem in which Alan is held at this club. Alan, Please accept the heart felt 

condolences from all the Surrey Park Model Boat Club members.  
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How they built Aussi Ships early in 
 the 20th Century 

Photos supplied by 
Don Bladier 

Note the lack of large support structures, 

on site, appears to be mainly timber 

 uprights and props. 

Further into the build. 

Taking shape. 

Walkers Limited went on 

to build many small ships 

during WW2 and after,  

including the ‘Attack’ class 

Patrol boats. 



The Gods were with us on the  

Friday night of our Night Sail.  

  A balmy spring evening, with  

sufficient breeze early on, for 

the sailors and then calm and 

warm for the wonderful light 

show later. Over 30 members and 

friends attended as well as a few 

mesmerised  members of the  

Public.  A big thank you to all that 

lit up their boats, and a special 

thank you to Martin Hopper for 

arriving early, opening up the 

clubrooms,  organising the hot 

snacks and  getting the rooms set 

up for the rest of to enjoy. Well done.  

Also a thank you to new member les  

Stratford, for donating the 10 metre string 

of LED lights which provided decoration for 

the club facade as well as providing just the 

right amount of light for the safe launching 

of boats and the safe negotiating of the 

steps. 
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Night Sailing 

Friday 22nd. September 2017 

Photos by Tony Weaver & David Knappstein 

Duske @ 
Dusk 

reflections. Interested local family. 

Curlip illuminated. 

What a turn out !!! 
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Photos by Rowan Stadler 

Night Sailing 

The evening was made more  

special when Gerard Donoghue’s 

Grand daughter, Sienna Dauncey, 

decorated herself with fairy 

lights. Her brother Alex thought 

it was  pretty cool! 

It was. 

Thank you Sienna. 

Friday 22nd. September 2017 

Great photo Rowan 
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Whitehorse Spring Festival 
Sunday 15th. October 2017 

A record number, for recent years, 

of 25 club boats were on display in 

the Willis room at the Whitehorse 

Festival this year. It was a great 

turn out and thanks go to all the 

members who provided boats, 

 especially to those who manned the  

display during the day. 

Photos Tony Weaver  

The SPMBC display was well  visited 
all day. 

A good variety of boat 
types were displayed. 
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Photos Gerard O’Donoghue 

Como Gardens Open Days 
Saturday & Sunday 14th.& 15th. October 2017 

The last Como Gardens Event 
On the 14th and 15Th of October this year we were proud to be associated with the running of the final 

Como Gardens event. 

I would like to thank our guys for their enthusiastic support for the twice-yearly event over the years. 

On these last two days we were well supported with good numbers both days. Your efforts always 

made it possible. 

George and Pat Hetrel had just reached the stage where it was too great an effort to continue. It was 

a sad day and a very emotional period for them to say good-bye to all the groups that helped make the 

event so successful over the 20 or so years that it was held. 

About 14 years ago George and Alan Lethborg (the steam train driver) approached our committee, to 

see if we would be interested in running some boats on the lake to fill in a gap they felt existed in the 

attractions for kids and adults alike. We accepted that task and the rest is history. Alan said to me on 

this Sunday that he was responsible for suggesting to George that we join the events and said he 

never regretted that move. 

The final weekend was very successful for George and Pat as Saturday recorded a record attendance 

and the Sunday doubled it. The amazing takings raised over the weekend was $47,000. The only minor 

down side for the weekend was that the train derailed on Sunday morning and was unable to continue. 

At the small get together at the end of the weekend George spent some time thanking all the partici-

pants for their help over the years. I can tell you that George spent over 10 minutes thanking our Club 

and spoke with obvious affection about his memories of our activities over the years. In particular he 

spoke of the Titanic sinking commemoration 100 years to the minute sinking of Peter Brewer’s Titanic 

hitting Rob Owens polythene iceberg. There were crowds 6 deep to watch it. Alan Lethborg then added 

his thoughts about the regular displays of excellent model building that had marked our presentations. 

They made the point strongly that we assisted greatly as an attraction to the events. 

The weekend was tinged with considerable sadness as we remembered the passing of Don Kinsey (the 

golden voiced announcer) who passed on about 2 weeks prior to the last event. 

Finally George has asked me to pass on his personal invitation to our club members and their families to 

go out to the property on a suitable afternoon to sail boats and enjoy a B.B.Q at his lovely outdoor 

area. I believe it will be expected to occur about the time a Gardens Event occurred. More on this 

later as we finalise the details and work it into our program. 

From George and Pat and the groups that benefitted from the weekends at Como a massive thank you 

SPMBC.             Ian Jemmeson 

The SPMBC gang 

Scottie Mc Guinness and 
George Hetrel enjoy a laugh. 
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Seen About  

Photos Tony Weaver   

Stake for lunch? 

Wots in ‘ere then? 

Rigged? 

Graham Smithwick with his latest 
W.I.P. patrol boat.  
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Seen About  

John Dutton Prays for buoyancy. 

Councillor Tina Liu with the Commodore at 
Buy swap & sell Day 

Rowan draws the long straw. 

A testing time for Bob Owen’s solid 
fuel steamer. 

Under way. 

Photos Tony Weaver   
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Photos   

Tony Weaver 
Bob Owens shows off for Councillor Liu 

Seen About 

3D printer work on  
Graham’s patrol boat 

Treasurer, hand caught in till,  
or Carpal Tunnel op? 

Richard Carlson’s twin cylinder steam 
engine. 

The source of our great 
photo albums. Thank 

you very much. 
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Navy Day 
Sunday 12th. November 2017 

This Navy Day was  lightly attended. This time our day clashed with the task Force 72’s 

Annual National Regatta held in Naracoorte South Australia. This does not mean that the 

quality was lacking. Graham Smithwick Haig Jansz, John Robinson, Phil Clarke and Bob 

Owens all showed off finely crafted work. Congratulations to all of you for such fine work. 

Haig Jansz, Graham Smithwick and Phil Clarke compare notes  on some of their boats. 

Photo Tony Weaver 

A vanishing scene ??? 



 The talk given by Associate Professor Neale Cohen was well attended, well received and 

very informative. Neale explained the differences between Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes.  

New medications are now available to help control the Type 2 diabetes, which has a large  

genetic and life style component. A healthy eating routine and a less sedentary lifestyle is 

beneficial in preventing  this form of diabetes. 

 For Type 1 sufferers, new advances in developing artificial pancreas systems may be 

more readily available and simpler in operation than current trial versions.  

The Baker Institute carry out treatment and research into diabetes and spend time in out-

back centres where Type 2 diabetes is disproportionately represented within the  

aboriginal communities. 

 The event was attended by both of our local Whitehorse Councillors, Blair Barker and 

Tina Liu. An informative folder was distributed which contained a series of Fact Sheets de-

veloped by the Baker Heart and Diabetes Institute. 

 The Surrey Park Model Boat Club made a donation of $250.00 to the Baker Heart and 

Diabetes Institute to help with ongoing research and treatment of the growing problem, 

that is Diabetes. 

Copies of Baker Institute Fact Sheets, for your own use,  may be down loaded from 

https://www.baker.edu.au/health-hub/fact-sheets. 
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Diabetes Awareness 
Sunday 19th. November 2017 

Photo   
Tony Weaver 

Pictured from L to R: 
Councillors Blair Barker and Tina Liu, Commodore Tony Weaver  

and Associate Professor Neale Cohen. 

https://www.baker.edu.au/health-hub/fact-sheets.


Just For Larfs 
                    One day a man decided to retire...  
He booked himself on a Caribbean cruise and proceeded to have the time of his life, that is, 

until the ship sank. He soon found himself on an island with no other people, no supplies,  

nothing, only bananas and coconuts. After about four months, he is lying on the beach one day 

when the most gorgeous woman he has ever seen rows up to the shore. 

In disbelief, he asks, "Where did you come from? How did you get here?"  

She replies, "I rowed over from the other side of the island where I landed when my cruise 

ship sank."  

"Amazing," he notes. "You were really lucky to have a row boat wash up with you." 

"Oh, this thing?" explains the woman. "I made the boat out of some raw material I found on 

the island. The oars were whittled from gum tree branches. I wove the bottom from palm tree 

branches, and the sides and stern came from a Eucalyptus tree." 

"But, where did you get the tools?"  

"Oh, that was no problem," replied the woman. "On the south side of the island, a very unusual 

stratum of alluvial rock is exposed. I found that if I fired it to a certain temperature in my 

kiln, it melted into ductile iron I used that to make tools and used the tools to make the hard-

ware."  The guy is stunned.  

"Let's row over to my place," she says. So, after a short time of rowing, she soon docks the 

boat at a small wharf.  

As the man looks to shore, he nearly falls off the boat. Before him is a long stone walk leading 

to an cabin and treehouse. While the woman ties up the rowboat with an expertly woven hemp 

rope, the man can only stare ahead, dumb struck.    

As they walk into the house, she says casually, "It's not much, but I call it home. Sit down, 

please." "Would you like a drink?" 

"No!  No thank you," the man blurts out, still dazed. "I can't take another drop of coconut 

juice."  "It's not coconut juice," winks the woman. "I have a still.  How would you like a Tropi-

cal Spritz?"  Trying to hide his continued amazement, the man accepts, and they sit down on 

her couch to talk. After they exchange their individual survival stories, the woman announces, 

"I'm going to slip into something more comfortable.  Would you like to take a shower and 

shave? There's a razor in the bathroom cabinet upstairs."  

No longer questioning anything, the man goes upstairs into the bathroom. There, in the cabinet 

is a razor made from a piece of tortoise bone. Two shells honed to a hollow ground edge are 

fastened on to its end inside a swivel mechanism.  

"This woman is amazing," he muses. "What's next?"  

 When she returns, she greets him wearing nothing but some small flowers on tiny vines, each 

strategically positioned, she smelled faintly of gardenias. 

She then beckons for him to sit down next to her.  

"Tell me," she begins suggestively, slithering closer to him, "We've both been out here for 

many months. You must have been lonely. There's something I'm certain you feel like doing 

right now, something you've been longing for, right?" She stares into his eyes. 

He can't believe what he's hearing.  

 

"You mean..." he swallows excitedly as tears start to form in his eyes, 

 
 

 

 "You've built a Golf Course ?"    
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Bismarck Radio Controlled Model 

Photos John Robinson  

Scale 1/200 Overall Length 1.2 Metres 

The Building of the Bismarck. 

 The building of the Bismarck started in 2007 and was finished ten years later, still 

being at work and family commitments slowed the building of the model considerably, I am 

sure we have all felt these pressures!  

 The Bismarck is one of those models you see in the Newsagent, which you buy in 

weekly instalments. The number of instalments to build the Bismarck was 140, that’s over 

two and half years! Was I prepared to make that sort of commitment? I turned to the 

Internet to try and find an answer. 

 The Germans were the first country to start building this kit and were  

already one year into the build, looking at the various user groups they all seemed basically 

happy with the project. The British were six months into the build and were happy also. 

 

So I took the plunge! 

The hull takes shape on the building board. 

By John Robinson 

From this............  
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Bismarck Radio Controlled Model 

Rigging completed, just main railing and ships boats to go. 

By John Robinson 

.............to this in 10 years 



Overview of Pololu Motor Controllers 

 on the Bismarck 

Read the following description in conjunction with the Bismarck interior picture.  

(On the next Page) 

The Pololu ‘Simple Motor Controller’ controls the middle motor. The controller is  

connected to the throttle channel of the receiver. 

 

The Pololu ‘TReX Dual-Motor Controller’ is used to control the left-hand and right-hand  

motors. Each motor has its own control channel input.  

 

Channel No1 controls the left-hand motor. 

Channel No2 controls the right-hand motor. 

 

In this mode of operation on the Bismarck the throttle channel from the receiver is   

connected to channel No1 and No2. 

The TReX controller also has the ability to mix rudder and throttle inputs to control 

speed and direction of rotation of the left-hand and right-hand motors so as to steer 

the boat. 

 This function can be switched off and on with the controller running. When switched on 

the input channels are changed as shown below: 

 

Channel No1 Turn left and right. 

Channel No2 Forward and reverse. 

 

In this mode of operation on the Bismarck Channel No1 is switched to the rudder channel 

from the receiver. Channel No2 remains connected to the throttle channel from the 

 receiver. 

The two (2) relay boards control the changing of the mode of operation and switching  

inputs on channel No1 of the TReX controller. The Pololu ‘RC switch with Relay’ is used to 

interface to the RC receiver and switch on the Altronics relay board. 

 

The Altronic relay board changes the mode and switches the input to channel No1 of the 

TReX controller. 

 

A switch on the transmitter controls the mode change. 

 

The behavior of Bismarck on water is what I was after; it can turn on the spot quite well.  

The Pololu controllers are an excellent design and function exactly to their 

 specifications. 

By John Robinson 
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The Bismarck RC Control Layout 

Spektrum 

RC receiver 

Receiver 6V 

battery 

Pololu RC Switch 

with Relay. 

Altronics Relay 

Board 5V DPDT. 

Motor Controllers 

7.2V battery. 

Pololu Simple Motor 

Controller. 

Controls the middle 

motor. 

Pololu TReX 

Dual-Motor Controller. 

Controls the left and 

right motors. 

Left-hand Motor 

Graupner Speed 400  

Right-hand Motor 

Graupner Speed 400  

Middle Motor 

Graupner Speed 400  
Rudder servomotor is 

located at stern of 

boat  

By John Robinson 
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Sunday 26th. November 2017 

Schooner Ketch & Couta Boat Day 

Photo Tony Weaver 

A humid, calm day greeted the sailors for our Schooner, Ketch and Couta Boat day. Although 

lightly attended, an interesting day was enjoyed by all.  Bob Owens had his newly acquired  

little steamer registered, Councillor Blair Barker, and his Old English Sheep dog, dropped by 

to enjoy the elegant sail boats, and our newest Junior member, Edward Zeng, enjoyed a fizz 

around with the club model lobster boat. 



Who we are:  

Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who 

construct and sail model, radio controlled boats. 

What we do: 

We build, sail and talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally 

from half a metre to three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats, 

yachts, tugs and fast electric craft. These remote control models are mostly 

powered by electric motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft. 

OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2017-2018 

    Commodore: Tony Weaver 

Vice Commodore: David Knappstein 

Secretary: Tony Goldsworthy 

Treasurer: Don Knowles 

First Ordinary Member: Martin Hopper 

2nd. Ordinary Member: John Schuffelen  

Quartermasters: Ken Burnell  & Peter Eames 

Safety Officers: Martin Hopper & Philip Ham 

Membership Officer John Schuffelen 

Newsletter Editor:                                 Tony Weaver 

Webmaster: Michael Best 
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LOCATION & CONTACTS 

 Sailing Venue & Clubhouse 

Sunday and Wednesday mornings 

Surrey Park Lake 

Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128 

Australia 

Newsletter Editor 

 

editor@spmbc.org.au 

Club Email Address secr@spmbc.org.au 

Snail Mail P.O. Box 4016, Box Hill South, Vic. 3128 Australia 

Webmaster web_master@spmbc.org .au 
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Events 

December 2017   Time Event  

02-December 2017 Sat Noon Mitcham Hotel Christmas Lunch 

03 December 2017 Sun From 10.00 am Bi-Monthly Meeting 

10- December 2017 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

17- December 2017 Sun From 10.30 am Member’s  Sailing, Songs & Salad luncheon at 

Clubrooms 

24 - December 2017 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

31 - December 2017 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

January 2018 Time Event 

07-January 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

14-January 2018  Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

21- January 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

28- January 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

February 2018 Time Event 

04-February 2018 Sun From 10.00 am Bi-Monthly Meeting 

11- February 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day. (Cars maybe?TBA) 

18-February 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Endurance runs, throughout the day. Brushed & 
Brushless motored boats. 

25-February 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

March 2018 Time Event 

04-March 2018 Sun From 12.15 pm Sail Endurance events 

11-March 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Steam Day 

14-March 2018 Wed From 9.15 am 
Tentative date for visit from Box Hill Miniature 

Steam Railway 

18 March 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

25-March 2018 Sun 10.00 - Noon 
Fast Boat Appreciation Day. (10.00 am to Noon 

set aside for fast boat operation)  


