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The month of April was a sad one in the recent history of the SPMBC. 

The passing of Les Lee had a profound effect on all of those members 

that knew him. From the tragedy of losing Les, to some excellent  

special days, the last three months at SPMBC have been full of  

activities. This issue of Bilgewater is the largest edition for some time, 

20 pages. This indicates the amount of activities that have been  

reported on, and also includes the extra page advising all members about the SPMBC’s 

Annual General Meeting to be held at 10.00 am on Sunday the 9th. July 2017.  

Fast boat operating rules have been trimmed down from the trial ‘Rules’ that were drawn 

up back in 2011, but never ratified. A copy of the rules will be on display on the notice 

board and on the website.  

Membership subscriptions are due from the week following the AGM. Any fees not paid 

by 1st September 2017 will mean that your membership has lapsed. 

Cheers, 

Tony Weaver, Commodore. 
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 Commodore’s Report 

Cover photo is Ken Burge’s  
‘Charles Waugh’  tug. 

Vale Les Lee 



 At the Surrey Park Model Boat Club, the name ‘Les Lee’ conjures up memories of a    

perpetual cheeky grin, sparkling mischievous eyes and warm friendship. Les made you feel 

that you were a mate right from the first time that you met him.  

 Les joined Surrey Park Model Boat Club around 20 years ago and always was the first 

to volunteer to take his boats around various venues to help promote The Surrey Park  

Model Boat Club and the hobby of model boat building in general.  

He displayed at Model Engineering exhibitions, at Yea Festivals and he never missed a 

Whitehorse Spring festival, to mention just a few.  

 Les held positions of Quarter Master and Safety Officer several times, over his years 

at the club. The Boat Club owes a great deal of its friendly, helpful and inclusive persona to 

the influence of Les Lee. 

  As well as being always keen to promote the boat club, Les managed to build up a large 

collection of model boats and model aircraft. Les starting his love affair with models with 

tethered, internal combustion engine powered, cars, that he, and his mates, ran at the  

Abbotsford wading pool.  From there to control line model aircraft, to Remote Control, I.C. 

free flying aircraft, and finally to RC sail planes.  

 It was at the regular flying jaunts to Camperdown that the infamous “fart machine” 

became legendary, not that Les actually needed a machine for this activity. Many laughs 

were enjoyed by Les as his unsuspecting victims were caught by surprise. 

 Les rarely missed being at the Club on Wednesdays for the lunchtime feed. He was  

renowned for his ability to devour a quantity of raw mushrooms, both before and after they 

were cooked. Les was the ‘Sea Food King’ at these lunches. Prawns were very popular. Some-

times, Les had eaten a heap of prawns for breakfast, (Often supplied by Les’s neighbour ) 

before bringing still more to the Wednesday ‘food fest’. When the prawns weren’t available, 

a nice piece of fish was brought along. 

Wednesdays at Surrey Park Model Boat Club will never be the same. 

 

In fact, no days at Surrey Park Model Boat Club will ever be the same. 
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Leslie Frank Lee. 

Obituary 
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Sailing Boat Enduros 

Photos Tony Weaver  

Sunday 5th. March 2017 

Under 750 mm Section.  
Results. 

First Place: John Simpson, sailing a ‘Magic’ 
Second: Ian Jemmeson, with a ‘Magic’ also 
Third: Tony Goldsworthy, sailing an ‘RG 65’ 
 

Over 750 mm Section. 
Results 

First; Gerard O’Donoghue, sailing ‘Australia 2’ 
Second: David White, sailing a ‘Couta Boat’ 
Third: Frank O’Neill, sailing a ‘Phantom’ 
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Steam Day 

All that glistens is gold in the 
case of John Schuffelen’s Evie 
Jane. The mast, cabin railings, 
boiler insulation straps and the 
funnel are all gold plated. 

While gazing in appreciation of the workmanship in model boats, one often forgets the little folk 

and their accoutrements  that go along for the ride. 

Sunday 12th. March 2017 

Ian Jemmeson’s little ‘old salt’  doesn’t touch his 
bottle of beer, while at the Helm. 

Phil Clarke’s  ‘young toff ‘ controls the tiller 
in one hand, while talking with other. 

John Schuffelen’s  ‘mini kids’ are just  
enjoying the ride. 

Phil Clarke’s Ebbybail is always in fine condition. 

Photos by Tony Weaver 
& Haig Jansz 
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Junior’s Challenge Day 
Sunday 19th. March 2017 

Photos Tony Weaver  Three generations. 

A good family event, even for Surrey Dive visiting public. 

Tony Goldsworthy keeps a watchful 
eye on the competitors. 

Juniors waiting for their turn at the  
‘boat control’ course.  

(Not the  silver haired one on the 
left) 
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Photos Tony Weaver  

Sunday 26th. March  2017 

Fast Boat Appreciation Day 

Illawong Model Boat Club visit 
Sunday 9th. April 2017 

Miserable cold and wet weather kept numbers well down for the visit from Illawong Model 

Boat Club. Even so, Rosey Kendall and Brian braved the conditions to represent Illawong. The 

wet conditions meant that much of the day was spent inside the club rooms. This had the 

benefit of causing a great deal of social chatter to break out. 

‘It is an ill wind that blows nobody any good’ indeed. 

Part of the social chatter mob, making 
the best of a very wet day at SPMBC. 

Craig Hopper retrieves his  ‘Miss Geico’ 
fast boat after a successful fast run. 

Only two fast boats turned up on  

the day. Thanks go to  Martin Lui  

and Craig Hopper for their support. 

Unfortunately this is the second  

occasion that low numbers of  

enthusiasts have appeared for Fast 

Boat day.  
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Manningham Seniors Groups visits  

The visit from Manningham Council’s Seniors groups were a great success. The men, & women, 

ably led by Michelle Hendry, David Smith and Ben, showed great interest in our models. Some 

tried their hand at sailing some of the members boats and a good rapport between members 

and visitors was quickly established. There may be a couple of prospective new members come 

out of the visit as well. A sausage sizzle was put on by SPMBC to top off a most enjoyable  

couple of hours with a great group of most welcome visitors. We look forward to seeing the 

Manningham Seniors again. 

Wed.19th April & Wed.3rd May 2017 

Photos Tony Weaver  
& Tony Goldsworthy  
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Photos by Ross McRae 

Como Gardens Open Days 

Saturday 22nd. & Sunday 23rd. April 2017 

Weather prospects kept the crowds down on the Saturday at Como Gardens Open days. 

 However, Sunday’s large crowds meant that over $20,000 was raised for the local Basin SES 

and St. John’s Ambulance. A good roll up from SPMBC members played a prominent part in 

making the fund raiser a great success. As usual Ian Jemmeson did a sterling job in arranging 

the SPMBC display and ensuring that the public had plenty of operating models to see on the 

pond. 

Tony Goldsworthy & Ian Jemmeson are discreetly  
assisted by Ian Butler, after they unexpectedly spent some 

close bonding time in the Como dinghy. Rowan Stadler sailed all three of  
his models in support of the Como  

Gardens fund raiser. 



As a bagpiper, I play many gigs. Recently I was asked by a funeral director to play at a 

graveside service for a homeless man. He had no family or friends, so the service was to be 

at a pauper's cemetery in the Nova Scotia back country. As I was not familiar with the 

backwoods, I got lost and, being a typical man, I didn't stop for directions. 

 

 

 

 

 

I finally arrived an hour late and saw the funeral guy had evidently gone and the hearse was 

nowhere in sight. There were only the diggers and crew left and they were eating lunch. I 

felt badly and apologized to the men for being late. 

I went to the side of the grave and looked down and the vault lid was already in place.  

I didn't know what else to do, so I started to play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The workers put down their lunches and began to gather around. I played out my heart and 

soul for this man with no family and friends. I played like I've never played before for this 

homeless man.  And as I played "Amazing Grace", the workers began to weep. They wept, I 

wept, we all wept together. When I finished, I packed up my bagpipes and started for my 

car. Though my head was hung low, my heart was full. 

 

As I opened the door to my car, I heard one of the workers say, "I’ve never seen anything 

like that before, and I've been putting in septic tanks for twenty years." 

 

Apparently, I'm still lost....it's a man thing, you know.  

Just For Larfs 
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Thanks to Nev Burford for supplying this clever one. 



Just For Larfs 
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U.S.A. Efficiency 
 Last week, we  took some friends to a new restaurant, 'Tony’s Place,' and noticed that the        

waiter who took our order carried a spoon in his shirt pocket. 

 It seemed a  little strange.  When the busboy brought our water and utensils, 

 I observed that he also had a spoon in his shirt pocket.  Then I looked around and saw that 

all  the staff had  spoons in their pockets. When the waiter came back to serve our soup I  

 inquired, 'Why the spoon?'. 'Well, 'he  explained, 'the restaurant's owner hired Andersen    

Consulting to revamp all of our processes. 

 After several months of analysis, they concluded that the spoon was the most frequently   

dropped  utensil.  It represents a drop frequency of approximately 3 spoons per table per   

hour. If our personnel are better prepared, we can reduce the number of trips back to the 

kitchen and save 15 man-hours per shift.'  As luck would have it, I dropped my spoon and he 

replaced it with his spare. 'I'll get another spoon next time I go to the kitchen instead of 

making an extra trip to get it right now.' I was impressed.   I also noticed that there was a 

string hanging out of the waiter's fly.  Looking around, I saw that all of the waiters had the 

same string hanging from their flies. So, before he walked off, I asked the waiter,  'Excuse 

me, but can you tell me why you have that string right there?'   ‘Oh, certainly!' Then he 

 lowered his voice.  'Not everyone is so observant. That consulting firm I mentioned also 

learned that we can save time in the restroom.  By tying this string to the tip of our  you-

know-what, we can pull it out without touching it and eliminate  the need to wash our hands,  

shortening the time spent in the restroom by 76.39%.   

 I asked quietly, 'After you get it out, how do you put it back?'   'Well,' he whispered, 'I 

don't know about the others,  but I use the spoon.' 

 

Thanks to Don Bladier for supplying  
these little gems. 

“Laziest dog I‘ve ever had...” 
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Seen About  

Rowan 
Stadler 
showed us his 
brother’s 
wooden “Bull 
S--t Grinder”. 
Looks like a 
bit of stirring 
might run in 
the family? 

David Knapstein, a skipper of P.S. Oscar W , 
P.S. Oscar W the boat & Oscar W, a SPMBC 

Junior member. 

Graham Smithwick keeps a close eye on a 
group of young Pirates. 

Photos Tony Weaver   

A selection of model boats  
collected on some of  

Ian Jemmeson’s journeys. 
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Seen About  

Photos Tony Weaver & Rowan Stadler 

How is this for hanging onto your old models and the publication that included the plans. The 
plans, for Bob Owens second ever model boat build, came from the March 23rd. 1940 edition of  
“Hobbies Weekly”. The model is The “Royal Prince”, the flagship of the Duke of York, 1610. 
Even way back, Bob obviously had a penchant for square riggers.  

Alan Gray’s “Imara” has now become Gavan 
Salter’s “Imara”. Lucky Gavan. 

John Schuffelen, Ken Burnell and Tony 
Goldsworthy get a giggle out of Ken’s  

mention in Bilgewater. 

Precision beam engine by Ken Burge 
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Navy Day 
Sunday 30th. April 2017 

Navy Day was a very well attended day. SPMBC Members were joined by members from  

Illawong Model Boat Club and Task Force 72 members. The weather was unexpectedly fine 

and the day was made more interesting with two very large battleships from TF72. Jason 

Plumridge’s  W.I.P. Japanese battleship Musashi and Merv Acheson’s HMS King George V  

battleship. SPMBC was well represented with Phil Clarke, Bob Owens, Bill Millar, Haig Jansz,   

Graham Smithwick and several others provided a great display. Rosey Kendall and Brian had 

their HMS Queen Elizabeth on the water, however, gremlins arrived and prevented them from 

joining in the sail past. A great day for all modellers and the general public. 

Photos Ross McRae 

& Tony Weaver 

HMS King George V  
battleship 

Rosey & Brian’s HMS Queen Elizabeth battleship 

Phil Clarke’s HMAS Armidale patrol boat  
returns to the dock after the sail past. 



The McCallums and Don Knowles, listen intently as   
‘a good reason to buy’ is put forward, by  

Tony Goldsworthy. 

John Schuffelen checks out the two 
yacht hulls brought in by Nick White. 

Buy swap & Sell had its usual array of interesting “stuff”. Much stuff changed hands and went to new 
homes. Some beaut boat bargains enabled newer members to get on the water more quickly. 

Buy Swap & Sell Day 

Sunday 7th. May 2017 
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Other Hobbies & Interests Day 
Sunday 28th. May 2017 

Photos Rowan Stadler & Tony Weaver 

Bob Owens displayed this wooden Gypsy wagon, 
complete with wooden horse. 

Don Bladier gives us an example of his wide 
ranging talent with his paintings and sun dial. 
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Other Hobbies & Interests 

Sunday 28th. May 2017 
Barbie loves her marble 

fireplace in  
John Schuffelen’s doll’s 

house. 

Bugs is in panic mode as he noticed 
that the wings are off Bob Owen’s 

glider. I reckon Silvester did it. 

MORE
 

Photos Rowan Stadler & Tony Weaver 

Two Weavers. 
Rowan Stadler’s weaving 
loom & Editor, Weaver. 

Tony Goldsworthy  gets in 
touch with the  radio world. 

Geoff Williams and Jason Nichols (owner) chat 
about Geoff’s creation, the JWF Milano GT. 
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Wednesday 31st.May 2017 

Visit to Box Hill Miniature Steam Railway 

Photos Tony Weaver 

A crisp morning at Box Hill  

Miniature Steam Railway, was  

enjoyed by SPMBC members.  

A warm welcome was given to 

our members by Bill Hanks, the 

President of BHMSR. Morning 

tea and a much appreciated 

Pizza lunch were provided. Many 

enjoyable rides made our visit a 

great treat for all those who 

could attend.  

“Noelle” gets steamed up. 

T400 Diesel engine 

More happy SPMBC Kids. Happy SPMBC Kids. 
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Surrey Park Model Boat Club, Surrey Park, Box Hill 
 

Notice of the Annual General Meeting of the 

 Surrey Park Model Boat Club 

 

Notice is given that the Annual General Meeting of the Surrey Park Model Boat 
Club (SPMBC) will be held at the Clubhouse at 10.00 am on  

 

Sunday 9th. July 2017. 
 
    The business of the meeting will include: 
    Commodore’s report. 
    Confirmation of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 10th. July 2016. 
    The presentation of the Secretary’s report. 
     Financial report.     
     The election of Committee officers. 
     Determination of the entrance fee and annual subscription for the following year. 
     Consideration of the program and events for the coming year. 

      *Business on notice. 

 
  
 

 *Business on Notice 
    The SPMBC Rules and Conditions 12(3) state (in part) that a member desiring to 
bring any business before a  meeting may give notice of that business, in writing, to the 
Secretary. 
 
The Secretary requiring to receive such a notice two weeks before the meeting 
 
 



Who we are:  

Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who 

construct and sail model, radio controlled boats. 

What we do: 

We build, sail and talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally 

from half a metre to three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats, 

yachts, tugs and fast electric craft. These remote control models are mostly 

powered by electric motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft. 

OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2016-2017 

    Commodore: Tony Weaver 

Vice Commodore: Philip Ham 

Secretary: Tony Goldsworthy 

Treasurer: Bob Griffiths 

First Ordinary Member: Martin Hopper 

2nd. Ordinary Member: John Schuffelen  

Quartermaster: Ken Burnell  

Safety Officer: Martin Hopper 

Almoner: John Savage 

Membership Officer John Schuffelen 

Newsletter Editor:                                 Tony Weaver 

Webmaster: Michael Best 

19

LOCATION & CONTACTS 

 Sailing Venue & Clubhouse 

Sunday and Wednesday mornings 

Surrey Park Lake 

Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128 

Australia 

Newsletter Editor 

 

editor@spmbc.org.au 

Club Email Address secr@spmbc.org.au 

Snail Mail P.O. Box 4016, Box Hill South, Vic. 3128 Australia 

Webmaster web_master@spmbc.org .au 
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Events 

June 2017 Time Event 

   04–June 2017 Sun From 10.00 am  Bi-Monthly Meeting 

   11-June 2017 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

  18-June2017 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

25-June 2017 Sun From 9.15 am Paddle Boat Day 

July 2017 Time Event 

02- July 2017 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

09 -July 2017 Sun From 10.00am Annual General Meeting 

16-July 2017 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

23-July 2017 Sun From 8.30 am Steam Day 

29-July 2017 Sat 12.30 pm Christmas in July. Mitcham Hotel. 

30- July 2017 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

August 2017 Time Event 

06-August 2017 Sun 10.00 am Bi-Monthly Meeting 

13-August 2017  Sun From 9.15 am Work Boat day 

20-August 2017 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

27-August 2017 Sun From 9.15 am Small Sailing Boat Day - less than 750 mm 

September 2017   Time Event  

03-September 2017 Sun From 9.15 am 
Normal Club Day.  

Membership Fees must be paid by this day 

10-September 2017 Sun From 9.15 am Buy Swap & Sell Day 

17- September 2017 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

22- September 2017 Fri From 6.00 pm 
Night Sail - gala rig, & light your boats to operate 
them on a darkened lake, an exciting experience. 

24 - September 2017 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 


