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 Commodore’s Report 

Cover photo shows John Schuffelen and Leader 
newspaper photographer, Steve Tanner on the 

SPMBC dock area 

Hi Everyone, 

 We have had a very busy 3 months since the last issue of  

Bilgewater. Besides our great Christmas functions, we have had a rash of 

publicity opportunities. The Whitehorse Leader newspaper has both, 

pulled off a coup and redesigned paddle boats, all in one photograph.  

The Channel 7 program, “A Moveable Feast”, has included a small piece 

about the operations at Surrey Park Model Boat Club. Filming went very 

well, I am informed by the producer. The  proof of the pudding will be at 

5.30 pm on 11th. March 2018, when Channel Seven shows the program that SPMBC is in. 

 Regardless of the outcomes of this program, SPMBC has picked up 5 new members over the 

last month. A big welcome to all the newcomers. I hope that your Memberships are long and  

enjoyable ones. John Schuffelen, our Membership Officer, has been very busy. 

  The next three months should be interesting for the club also. We will host a visit from 

the Box Hill Miniature Steam Railway on Wednesday 14th March.  

 In April, George and Pat Hetrel of Como Gardens, have invited SPMBC members, family and 

friends to Como Gardens for a picnic/BBQ. This will probably be on Saturday 14th April 2018. 

Hopefully all arrangements will be finalised by next month’s Bi-Monthly Committee Meeting.  

 In mid May we have a tentative arrangement to visit the Baker Heart and Diabetes  

Institute. This Wednesday tour will consist of a half hour talk, with Q & A by a research person,  

followed by an inspection of, his or hers, research facility. A morning tea will be available. 

(SPMBC will cover the cost of this ). The “tentative arrangement” bit is because the Institute 

has not had their funding finalised as yet. 

 Finally, don’t forget the ‘Name the Dinghy’ competition, entries close on March 18th. and 

winners will be announced at the April Bi-Monthly meeting. 
 
Cheers for now, 

Tony Weaver, 
Commodore. 

 It is with sorrow that I wish to advise of the passing of SPMBC member  

Luca (Lou) Di Mattia. Lou had been ill for almost 10 years and very ill in the last 6 

months. Because of being so unwell, Lou had not been able to visit the club very often 

in the last few years, however he was always keen to hear of ‘goings on’ at the club, 

either via his long time mate, Phillip McArdle, or through our club newsletter, 

“Bilgewater”.  

Our condolences go out to all Lou’s family at this sad time. 

Rest in Peace Lou. 
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Christmas Lunch at Mitcham Hotel 

Photos Tony 
Weaver 

Saturday 2nd. December 2017 
Bleak and wet weather did not prevent SPMBC members from enjoying a great afternoon 

of consumption and conviviality. The Mitcham Hotel did a splendid job of serving up very 

good quality fare with  the minimum of fuss. A big thank you to all members and partners 

for attending and making our Christmas Lunch such a pleasant affair. 

Hands up, whose having fun. 

Neil & Martin in the Red corner Serious Conversation, 
Gerard & John. 

Happy group at table 58 



Sunday 17th December 2017 
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When club member, Chris Hudnott, said that the singing group he was part of would be 

pleased to give us a few songs at the SPMBC Christmas Salad buffet lunch, we did not realise  

how wonderful the quality of the harmony was going to be. The Chordites gave a completely 

professional performance for the lucky members who attended. With two of the Chordites 

living less than 200 metres from the club rooms, local content was high. The set included 

some clever and humorous tunes, along with a couple of Christmas carols, to make the  

45 minutes go all too quickly. Thank you very much Chordites. 

 Thank you also to all the members who sourced and set up the great buffet spread. A 

good supply of prawns went down very well and, for many of us, the sea food brought back 

fond memories of our late prawn king, Les Lee. 

Chris Hudnott keeps his hair on.... briefly ....So does Ken.... briefly. 

The Chordites - an explosion of harmony 

Blew by you.. 

Sailing, Salads & Song at the Club 
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Great photo Rowan 

Sunday 17th December 2017 

Photos by Tony Weaver & Rowan Stadler 

When  
the  

songs  
were  
over,  
the  

salads 
began. 

Sailing,Songs & Salad at the Club 
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Some Tips For Life 
 
1 * Accept the fact that some days you're the pigeon, and some days you're the 
statue! 
 
2 * Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case you have to eat them. 
 
3 * Always read stuff that will make you look good if you die in the middle of it. 
 
4 * Drive carefully... It's not only cars that can be recalled by their Maker. 
 
5 * If you can't be kind, at least have the decency to be vague. 
 
6 * If you lend someone $20 and never see that person again, it was probably 
worth it. 
 
7 * It may be that your sole purpose in life is simply to serve as a warning to 
others. 
 
8 * Never buy a car you can't push. 
 
9 * Never put both feet in your mouth at the same time, because then you 
won't have a leg to stand on. 
 
10 * Nobody cares if you can't dance well. Just get up and dance. 
 
11 * Since it's the early worm that gets eaten by the bird, sleep late. 
 
12 * The second mouse gets the cheese. 
 
13 * When everything's coming your way, you're in the wrong lane. 
 
14 * Birthdays are good for you. The more you have, the longer you live. 
 
16 * Some mistakes are too much fun to make only once. 
 
17 * We could learn a lot from crayons. Some are sharp, some are pretty and 
some are dull. Some have weird names and all are different colours, but they all 
have to live in the same box. 
 
18 * A truly happy person is one who can enjoy the scenery on a detour. 
 
19 * Have an awesome day and know that someone has thought about you today. 
 
AND MOST IMPORTANTLY 
 
20 *Save the earth..... It's the only planet with chocolate!* 

Thanks to Nev Burford for digging this one up. 
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Seen About The Club  

Photos Tony Weaver   

Claude Miller’s, ‘Emma B Berry’,  
sails above the flooded dock. 

Gavan Salter explains ‘Imara’  steam tug to Rob Tabuteau 

Virtual reality Martin Lui 

Daryl Doyle with his WW1 
Fokker aircraft. 

Tony Goldsworthy’s Grandson, Leo,  
was a Wednesday onion Chef. 
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Seen About The Club 

Photos Tony Weaver   

Gerard, Grandson & “Fast” boat  

‘Show me your’s and I will show you mine.’ 
Martin & Andy compare equipment. 

Alan Gray’s RC model of a Sydney, ‘One Foot’, pond yacht. 
Also in Alan’s collection is an actual, 100 year old, pond 

yacht. (Alan claims that he did not build it) 

Grant Austin built the chassis and air bag suspension for this 
model Kenworth truck. The close up shows the amazing detail. 
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Photos   

Tony Weaver 

Seen About The Club 

Enjoying a hot Wednesday at 
Surrey Dive. 

Ian & Rob show interested kids how it is done. Sundays at SPMBC are popular with the kids.  

Aussie flags brightened the clubrooms on  
a hot and steamy Australia Day weekend. 
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Photos Tony Weaver & Steve Tanner 

Whitehorse Leader Visit 
Any publicity is good publicity...so they say. 

The Whitehorse Leader newspaper sent 

out their photographer, Steve Tanner, to 

get some photos for an article for their 

publication. Photos went fine and were  

followed up by a telephone interview with 

our Secretary, Tony Goldsworthy. That 

was fine also, however someone did not 

match up the photo and the caption  

correctly and we ended up with a new  

Commodore and a peculiar paddle steamer. 

Oh well, any publicity is good publicity...? 

 

Here is the answer to the cover photo question. 

A Moveable Feast. TV @ SPMBC 

Ross, Kate and Commodore 

John Schuffelen, ‘Evie Jane’ & Steve Tanner 
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    A Moveable Feast.  

Photos by Chris Hudnott, Gerard O’Donoghue 
& Tony Weaver  

Scottie keeps a close  
eye on proceedings 

Ross McRae’s tug ‘Bass’ stopped  
squirting for this filming. 

‘Bass’ sneaks up for a 
squirt at Ross Stevenson  

& Kate.  
Hit the Commodore 

though. 
Thanks Ross McRae 

A great bit of fun &  

interest was created by 

the visit to SPMBC by 

Ross & Kate from the TV 

show, ‘A Moveable Feast’. 

A good turn-out by our 

members, who made a  

special effort to turn up 

on a Thursday, helped 

promote the SPMBC. 

 
(Since the Leader article & 

the TV show we  have had an 

increase in membership.) 
A great turn out. 

Watch it on Channel 7 

At 5.30 pm 

on Sunday 11th. March 2018 
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Endurance Runs 
Sunday 18th. February 2018 

Ian Jemmeson takes out Second prize 

First Prize goes to Neil Spencer. 

Special ‘Good Sportsmanship’ award  
presented to Grant Austin.  

(‘Stunned mullet look’ award should go to the 
Commodore) 

Photos  Gerard O’Donoghue  

  Seven starters lined up for the Brushed  

motor division. Two finished. Some unfortunate  

collisions occurred, which disabled two entrants. 

The others ran out of puff or retired. 

  Grant Austin was well in the running when he 

docked his boat to man the rescue dinghy and 

head out to successfully retrieve lost  

superstructures. Grant was awarded a special 

‘good sportsmanship’ prize for his actions. 

 The section for brushless motor boats was 

cancelled due to only two entries being received. 

  A rule for all boats on the water is.... Strive, at 

all, times to avoid contact with other boats. 
 
A big thank you to Alan Gray for organising the 

event and suppling the prizes. 
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Seen About the Club 

HOW TO IDENTIFY AUSTRALIANS. 
  They waddle when they walk due to the 53 expired petrol discount  
vouchers stuffed in their wallet or purse. 
  They pronounce Melbourne as "Mel-bin". 
  They think it makes perfect sense to decorate highways with large  
fibreglass bananas, prawns and sheep. 
  They think "Woolloomooloo" is a perfectly reasonable name for a place, 
that "Wagga Wagga" can be abbreviated to "Wagga", but "Woy Woy" can't 
be called "Woy". 
  Their hamburgers will contain beetroot. Apparently it's a must-have. 
How else can you get a stain on your shirt? 
 They don't think it's summer until the steering wheel is too hot to handle. 
 They believe that all train timetables are works of fiction. 
 
                                                                  Thanks to Don Bladier for supplying these insights. 

Les  Stratford checks Queen Mary  
while  her top is off. 

Harry Hardenberg makes adjustments 
 to the African Queen. 

What ever their size, Queens can be high maintenance. 

Photos Tony Weaver  
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MURPHY'S OTHER 15 LAWS 
1. Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear bright until 

you hear them speak.  

2. A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well.  

3. He who laughs last, thinks slowest.  

4. A day without sunshine is like, well, night.  

5. Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.  

6. Those who live by the sword get shot by those who don't.  

7. Nothing is foolproof to a sufficiently talented fool.  

8. The 50-50-90 rule: Anytime you have a 50-50 chance of getting something 

right, there's a 90% probability you'll get it wrong. 

 9. It is said that if you line up all the cars in the world end-to-end, someone 

from California would be stupid enough to try to pass them.  

10. If the shoe fits, get another one just like it.  

11. The things that come to those who wait, may be the things left by those 

who got there first.  

12. Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach a man to fish and he will 

sit in a boat all day drinking beer.  

13. Flashlight: A case for holding dead batteries.  

14. God gave you toes as a device for finding furniture in the dark.  

15. When you go into court, you are putting yourself in the hands of twelve 

people, who weren't smart enough to get out of jury duty. 

Just For Larfs 

Just a few quickies dug up by Nev Burford. 
 

1.Two antennas met on a roof, fell in love and got married. 
The ceremony wasn't much, but the reception was excellent. 
 
2. A jumper cable walks into a bar. The bartender says, "I'll 
serve you, but don't start anything." 
 
3. Two peanuts walk into a bar, and one was a salted. 
 
4. A dyslexic man walked into a bra. 
 
5. A man walks into a bar with a slab of asphalt under his arm, and 
says: "A beer please, and one for the road." 
 
6. Two cannibals are eating a clown. One says to the other: "Does this 
taste funny to you?" 
 
7. "Doc, I can't stop singing The Green, Green Grass of Home." 
         “That sounds like Tom Jones Syndrome.".....  
    "Is it common?" 
            Well, It's Not Unusual." 



Who we are:  

Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who 

construct and sail model, radio controlled boats. 

What we do: 

We build, sail and talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally 

from half a metre to three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats, 

yachts, tugs and fast electric craft. These remote control models are mostly 

powered by electric motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft. 

OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2017-2018 

    Commodore: Tony Weaver 

Vice Commodore: David Knappstein 

Secretary: Tony Goldsworthy 

Treasurer: Don Knowles 

First Ordinary Member: Martin Hopper 

2nd. Ordinary Member: John Schuffelen  

Quartermasters: Ken Burnell  & Peter Eames 

Safety Officers: Martin Hopper & Philip Ham 

Membership Officer John Schuffelen 

Newsletter Editor:                                 Tony Weaver 

Webmaster: Michael Best 
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LOCATION & CONTACTS 

 Sailing Venue & Clubhouse 

Sunday and Wednesday mornings 

Surrey Park Lake 

Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128 

Australia 

Newsletter Editor 

 

editor@spmbc.org.au 

Club Email Address secr@spmbc.org.au 

Snail Mail P.O. Box 4016, Box Hill South, Vic. 3128 Australia 

Webmaster web_master@spmbc.org .au 
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Events 

March 2018   Time Event  

04-March 2018 Sun From 12.00 
Noon 

Sail Endurance events 

11-March 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Steam Day 

14-March 2018 Wed From 9.15 am Visit from Box Hill Miniature Steam Railway 

18 March 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

25-March 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day, Plus Fast Boats 10.00 to Noon. 

April 2018 Time Event 

01-April 2018 Sun From 10.00 am Bi-Monthly Meeting 

08-April 2018  Sun From 9.15 am Junior Challenge Day 

14- April 2018 Sat From 10.30 am Como Gardens Invitational BBQ  

15- April 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

22 - April 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

29 - April 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Navy Day 

May 2018 Time Event 

06-May 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Buy, swap & Sell Day 

13- May 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day.  

16 - May 2018 Wed 10.30 am  Tour of Baker Institute...tentative. 

18 - May 2018 Fri From Dusk Night Sailing. Bring along your lit up boats   

20-May 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

27-May 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Displays of Members other interests/hobbies/skills. 

June 2018 Time Event 

03-June 2018 Sun From 10.00 am Bi-Monthly Meeting 

10-June 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Normal club day 

17-June 2018 Wed From 9.15 am Paddle Boat day 

24 June 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 


