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 Well another 3 months has flown past, and a very busy  

December and January are just around the corner.  

 The most rewarding event at SPMBC has finally been  

completed with a cheque to Rural Aid Australia, on behalf of 

Geoff Williams,  being sent off. For those members who don’t 

know the story, it goes like this...... 

Geoff Williams is very ill and has had to clear out all his models 

and collectable items from his home. Geoff wanted to donate his 

boats to the club, however, on the suggestion of Bob Owens, Geoff wholeheartedly 

agreed and decided to donate the proceeds to assist with drought relief. SPMBC set 

about collecting his boats and put them on display in the clubrooms. Through the  

generous offers from members, a magnificent tally of $5,087.00 was raised.  

The Committee acquired Geoff’s ‘Laurel - Anne’ (A play on “Laurel & Hardy”), commonly 

known as “Ollie”. Ollie will be a permanent reminder of Geoff’s skill and generosity. We 

should see “Ollie” make an appearance over the Christmas period. Look out for him. 

 December events will kick off with our Saturday 6th December Christmas  

Luncheon at the Mitcham Hotel, then a Wednesday 12th December visit to The Box Hill 

Miniature Steam Railway, rounded off with the member’s Cold Buffet lunch at the club 

rooms on Sunday December 16Th. 

Both Christmas lunch events will include entertaining surprises. The Member’s buffet 

lunch will attended by both of our local Councillors. An indication of SPMBC’s popularity 

with our Councillors. 

If members haven’t already done so please arrange for your names to be placed on the  

attendance list for the Mitcham Hotel and the Box Hill Miniature Steam railway events. 

 January 6th 2019, sees a visit fro the Dandenong Valley Historic Car Club. 

 

On behalf of myself and all your hard working Committee, have a very Merry Christmas 

and may the New Year bring all your dreams to life. 

Cheers, 

Tony Weaver, Commodore. 

Commodore’s Report 
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Cover photo is Sam Camilleri’s  
King George V battleship. 

Photo by Haig Jansz 



Seniors Week Open Days 
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Photo by Tony Weaver  

Wednesday 10th. October 2018 

This year SPMBC participated in the Senior’s Week events in City of Whitehorse, for the 

first time. We had 12 residents from the Arcare Aged Care facility in Surrey Hills drop in 

on the first Wednesday and they, and our members, had a very enjoyable social time. 

SPMBC supplied Coffee, tea and biscuits. Tony Goldsworthy even had one senior lady  

sailing his yacht. 

Wednesday 17th. October 2018 
Only one visitor, however this visit resulted in a obtaining a new member.  

All in all, for a first entry into participating in Senior’s Week, the open day idea has 

shown great potential for SPMBC to display our boats and community involvement. 

A Lilydale Aged Citizens group, organised by Kathy from the Yarra 
Ranges Council, enjoyed their visit to SPMBC also. 
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Whitehorse Spring Festival 

Photos by Tony Weaver  

Sunday 21st. October 2018 

Over 400 people came through the SPMBC display at 

the Whitehorse Spring Festival this year. Our thirty 

boats made a fine display and were well received. The 

display was ably manned by Tony Goldsworthy, Gerard 

O’Donoghue, Don Knowles, Tony Weaver, Philip Ham, 

Ken Burnell,  Bruce Carris, Alan Gray and Rowan 

Stadler. Extra boats were provided by John  

Schuffelen and Geoff Williams who were unable to  

attend. Among the visitors to our display were both 

our Councillors and our Whitehorse Council, contact 

person, Sally. 

Gerard O’Donoghue explains the features of ‘Miss Britain III’ 

A great line up. 
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Whitehorse Spring Festival 

Photos by Tony Weaver  

Sunday 21st. October 2018 

Steam and sail together. Provided by 
John Schuffelen and Bob Owens. 

A table full of speed. Gerard O’Donoghue’s 
‘Goldfinger’ is flanked by Geoff William’s ‘Miss 
 Britain’ & racing speed boat. 

Plenty of boats to appreciate 
for the many visitors to the 

SPMBC display. 



 

 The Hero was built at Echuca in 1874 by George Linklater, the same person who built 

the world's oldest paddle steamer, the PS Adelaide in 1866. Hero worked the river trade 

until the 1930s when she was sold to Arbuthnot Sawmills where she worked as a logging 

boat. In 1942, the Hero and two barges were purchased by the Forests Commission and 

moved to Echuca for restoration. 

 The refurbished Hero and barges were put to work carting firewood from Barmah 

Forest to the Echuca Wharf where the firewood was transported to Melbourne by rail. The 

firewood had been cut into 1 foot blocks using Italian prisoners of war for labour. On one 

journey, enough wood was carted to fill thirty-two rail trucks. 

 In 1950 the Hero and barges moved to Mildura after being sold to the Collins Bros. 

During the 1952 floods, she and a barge steamed down to Renmark where they would cart 

firewood for the steam pumps at Berri & Renmark. 

 1956 saw the Hero sold to Chislett Bros at Boundary Bend where she again worked as a 

logging boat. During the floods of that year she rescued flood bound cattle. In January of 

1957 she caught fire, was badly burnt and later sank. Over the years she was stripped and 

slowly deteriorated. Her paddle wheels were removed and installed on today’s P.S. Pride of 

the Murray. In 1989 Gary and Irene Byford purchased what remained of the Hero. 

 Several attempts were made to raise her until eventually, in February 1998, the hull 

was finally raised, loaded onto a semitrailer and brought to Echuca. After heavy repairs to 

her hull, she was refloated in September 2000 and completely restored. 

The History of Paddle Steamer Hero 
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One of the world’s oldest paddle steamers 

Bilgewater Editor, Tony Weaver recently took a special luncheon cruise on P. S Hero. She is a 

fabulously restored paddler. This trip prompted a bit of research into her restoration. 

P.S. Hero in 1907 



Editor Takes a Ride 
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Photos by Tony Weaver  

Fully Restored Hero 
 Hero is a first class luxury paddle steamer fitted-out to the finest detail. Now available 

exclusively for private charter, overnight accommodation, weddings, events and corporate  

occasions, Hero is an unforgettable experience offering enchanted journeys along one of 

 Australia's greatest rivers. 

 Hero is 28 meters long and fully licensed to carry up to 75 passengers in unequalled  

comfort. The restoration is of a design and quality unmatched by other river-faring vessels. 

 Hero`s legendary heritage and Victorian era splendour marry the past to today, resulting 

in an historical vessel that is a heady mix of today`s technology and old-world elegance. On 

board, the cleverly concealed commercial kitchen and bar gives Hero the capacity to cater for 

all types of functions. 

Views of the magnificent  
Atlas boiler. 

P.S. Hero at home in Echuca. 
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Seen About The Club 

Daryl Doyle rowed like an Olympic sculler to nab his 
Ichen Ferry just in the nick of time. The open hull 
boat was knocked over and rapidly filled up with 

water. 

Martin Hopper and Claude Miller complete the 
rescue ashore. 

This old Veron cabin cruiser partly finished kit, belonging 
to a member of the public, was quickly snapped up by 

Douglas Rochin & Peter Lemm.  

Keen watchers of Navy Day sail past. 

“Ollie” receives a maker over from 
John Schuffelen, Philip Ham and Alan 
Gray. Ollie was acquired by SPMBC 

from the recent sale of Geoff Williams 
wonderful models. 

Photos by Colin Smith  



Seen About The Club 
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Photos  Tony Weaver  

The fine deck planking is clearly  
evident in the photo of Ross McRae’s 

new steamer. 

Wood duck family of eight have made  
Surrey Dive their home for the moment.  
At the time of writing these ducklings are thriving 
and are nearly as big as mum.  

Lachlan Sear gives 
his grandfather’s 

newly refitted “White 
Cloud”  classic a test 

run. 

Gavan Salter is chuffed with progress in 
fitting a steam engine & boiler into 
‘Taobym’. A former Geoff Williams boat. 



Just For Larfs 
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What happens to elves when they behave naughty? Santa gives them the sack. 

What kind of music do elves listen to? Wrap. 

What is a snowmans favorite breakfast? Ice Crispies. 

Why didn't the skeleton go to the Christmas party? He had no-body to go with. 

Who hides in the bakery at Christmas? A Mince Spy! 

What says 'Oh Oh Oh'? Santa walking backwards! 

What do you call a greedy elf? Elfish. 

What do zombies eat with their Christmas dinner? Grave-y. 

Who delivers presents to baby sharks at Christmas? Santa Jaws! 

What did one snowman say to the other snowman? Can you smell carrot? 

Whats the best Christmas Present? A broken drum - You can't beat it. 

Which of Santa's reindeer has bad manners? Rude-alph! 

Why did Santa put a clock in his sleigh? He wanted to see time fly! 

What does Santa suffer from if he gets stuck in a chimney? Claustrophobia! 

Why does Santa have three gardens? So he can ho, ho, ho. 

What do you get if you combine Santa and a duck? A Christmas Quacker! 

What do snowmen eat for lunch? Iceburgers! 

Why are Christmas trees so bad at sewing? They always drop their needles! 

What happened to the thief who stole a Christmas Advent Calendar? He got 25 days! 

What is a skunk’s favorite Christmas song? Jingle smells! 

What is Santa's dogs name? Santa Paws! 

What falls at the North Pole but never gets hurt? Snow. 

What never eats at Christmas dinner? The turkey – it’s stuffed. 

Where does Santa stay when he is on holiday? At a Ho-ho-ho-tel. 

What do you call Frosty the Snowman in May? A puddle! 

Did you know that Rudolph the Reindeer never went to school? He was elf taught. 

What did Adam say the day before Christmas? It's Christmas, Eve! 

What do snowmen usually wear on their heads? Ice caps! 

Where do you find chilli beans? At the north pole! 

I know, they should have stayed in the Bonbons. 

Have you ever wondered where the jokes that appear in your Christmas 

Bonbons come from? Well, this is where they come from. 
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Square Rig Day 

Sunday 28th.October  2018. 

Photo Tony Weaver  

Tan lines of 
the next 

generation 

Dredged from the internet by Nev Burford 

Grant Austin’s ‘Hope’ leads the fleet of sails of 
on the around the island sail past. 

Actual ‘Square Riggers’ were  few and far between on this day. Nevertheless, an  

enjoyable trip around the island was well supported by a large variety of sail boat types.  



Photos by Tony Weaver 

Navy Day 
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Sam Camilleri’s King 
George V Battleship  

created great interest, both 
for its size and detail. 

Haig Jansz had U181 submarine and USS 
Shiloh, guided missile destroyer on  display. 

Graham Smithwick 
brought along his 

fine models of MTB 
623 and the ill fated 

Fletcher Class  
Destroyer, 

USS Twiggs, 
DD591.  

Navy Day was, once again, a well attended day 

with some new vessels making their first 

 appearance. A big thank you to all for putting 

on such a fine display for members and  

visitors alike. 

Sunday 11th. November 2018 



Sunday 11th. November 2018 

 13 

Navy Day 

Photos Tony Weaver  

Some of the many navy boats that attended Navy Day. 



Schooner Ketch & Couta Boat Day 

Sunday 25th. November 2018 
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Photo by Tony Weaver  

Grey and almost windless conditions cut short the ‘around the island sail past’   for many 

boats. Nevertheless a large fleet turned up on the day. A good effort considering the 

bleak conditions. 

Don’t forget our up coming events........... 
 

Saturday December 8th at noon, Christmas lunch at the Mitcham Hotel. 
 

Wednesday December 12th, meet at clubrooms 9.30, or direct to Box Hill 
Miniature Steam Railway by 10.00 am. 

 
Sunday December 16th members cold buffet at the clubrooms from 

10.30 am. 
 

Sunday January 6th. Visit from Dandenong Valley Historic Car Club, 
from 10.00 am. 

 
 



Who we are:  

Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who 

construct and sail model, radio controlled boats. What we do: We build, sail and 

talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally from half a metre to 

three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats, yachts, tugs and fast 

electric craft. These remote control models are mostly powered by electric 

 motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft.  

OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2018-2019 

 

   Commodore:         Tony Weaver  

 Vice Commodore:         Gerard O’Donoghue 

 Secretary:          Tony Goldsworthy  

 Treasurer:          Don Knowles  

 First Ordinary Member:       Philip Ham  

 2nd. Ordinary Member:       John Schuffelen  

 Quartermasters:        Ken Burnell & Peter Lemm  

 Safety Officers:       Martin Hopper & Philip Ham  

 Membership Officer:        John Schuffelen  

 Newsletter Editor:        Tony Weaver  

 Webmaster:           Michael Best  

LOCATION & CONTACTS  

Sailing Venue & Clubhouse Sunday and Wednesday mornings 

 

 Surrey Park Lake Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128 Australia  

Newsletter Editor:    editor@spmbc.org.au  

Club Email Address:    secr@spmbc.org.au  

Snail Mail:   P.O. Box 4016, Box Hill South, Vic. 3128 Australia  

Webmaster:     web_master@spmbc.org .au  
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Calendar of Events 

December 2018 Time Event  

02-December 2018 Sun 10.00 am Bi-Monthly Meeting 

08-December 2018 Sat Noon Christmas Luncheon - Mitcham Hotel 

09-December 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club day 

12 December 2018 Wed From 10.00 am Visit to Box Hill Miniature Steam Railway 

16-December 2018 Sun From 10.30 am Member’s Christmas Buffet Luncheon 

23-December 2018 Sun From 9.15 am 

 

Normal Club Day 

30-December 2018 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

January 2019 Time Event  

06-January 2019 Sun 10.00am Visit from Dandenong Valley Historic Car Club 

13- January 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

20-January 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

27- January 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

February 2019 Time Event  

03-February 2019 Sun 10.00 am Bi-Monthly Meeting 

10-February 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Normal club day 

17-February 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Endurance runs - Spread throughout the day. Events for brushed 

& brushless motored boats 

24-February 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club day 

March 2019 Time Event 

03-March 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Sail Endurance Events - From noon. 

10-March 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Steam Day 

17-March 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club day 

24-March 2019 Sun 12.30 pm Normal Club day + Fast Boat Appreciation day (10.00 am to 12.00 

set aside for fast boat operation) 

31- March 2019  Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 
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