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Commodore’s Report
Another 3 months have slipped by since the last Bilgewater. A
very busy Christmas and New Year saw a very well attended
Christmas luncheon at the Mitcham hotel. Member Phil Melgaard
entertained us with a bit of repartee, magic and audience
participation. The cold buffet at the clubrooms was also very
popular. At this function member Chris Hudnott and fellow
members of “Chordite”, once again, gave us a great bracket of
songs in a humorous vein. Thank you Chris for organising their
attendance.
Members also visited Box Hill Miniature steam Railway and, in turn, SPMBC was visited
by the Dandenong valley Historic Car Club. Gerard O’Donoghue has used his knowledge
of the rag trade to organise a new supplier for our club attire. We were looking down
the barrel of having our Polo shirts costing the club $40.00 each. Thanks to Gerard we
are able to maintain the old price of $30.00 each to members. As well as this, a broad
brim hat has been added to the range. These are just the thing to keep sun off all of
the face and ears. Contact Gerard for any purchases of Polos, caps and hats. Thank you
Gerard for a fine result.
Sadly we have lost three current and passed members over the last 3 months. They
will all be greatly missed. Pages 12 and 13 of this edition of Bilgewater contain brief
Obituaries.
We have also been joined by five new members since the last Bilgewater. Welcome to
you all. Both new and older members are reminded to wear your name badges at all times
to make it easier to get to know each other. (It helps when one has a senior’s memory
fade also.)
Hot dry weather at the Dive has seen the water level drop to it’s lowest level since the
last landscaping. Hopefully a top this week will fix the inconvenience.
Cheers for now,
Tony Weaver. Commodore.

Cover photo, by Tony Weaver shows,
Philip Ham and Alan Gray dressed in the
Australia Day spirit.
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Christmas Lunch at Mitcham Hotel
Saturday 8th. December 2018
Close to 50 members and partners attended the 2018 Christmas lunch at the Mitcham Hotel.
Numbers have been good for this enjoyable end of year occasion.

Member, Phil Melgaard,
adds a bit of levity and
entertainment at the
Christmas lunch. With a
bit of prestidigitation
and magic, Phil put the
icing on a great
Christmas lunch.

Photos by Tony Weaver
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Just For Larfs
(From Don Bladier to us all, I guess...)
Your 2019 Contract
After serious & cautious consideration... your contract of
friendship has been renewed For the New Year 2019
It wasn’t a hard decision to make... So try not to screw it
up!!!
Our Wish for You in 2019
*May peace break into your home and may thieves come to
steal your debts.
*May the pockets of your jeans become a magnet for $100
notes.
*May love stick to your face like Vaseline and may laughter
assault your lips!
*May happiness slap you across the face and may your
tears be that of joy
*May the problems you had, forget your home address!
In simple words ............
May 2019 be the best year of your life!
And may you always have the tolerance to handle the
e-mails I send....
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Seen About The Club
Daniel Tan (A member of the public)
gives us a drone view of our dock
area while most of the members tuck
in to their sausage sizzle.

Cam Ekberg plays the pirate following his
recent eye operation.
All at the club hope that Cam’s operation
will be successful.

Grant Austin rakes in a boat in trouble

Tug, Tug, Tug

Photos by Daniel Tan Doudlas Rochlin & Michael Best
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Visit to Box Hill Miniature Steam Railway
Wednesday 12th. December 2018
Every ‘young at heart’ member
that visited the Box Hill
Miniature Steam Railway, had a
great time. The BHMSR
members really looked after us
with as many train rides that we
wanted, a comprehensive guided
tour of their recently extended
work shops and a very nice BBQ
at the “PIC NIC” railway station.

Work shop locomotive
explanations.

P.S. Hero in 1907

All aboard for another ride
around the landscaped track.

SPMBC members tuck in at the BBQ.
Photos by Tony Weaver
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Member’s Cold Collation Buffet
Sunday 16th. December 2018
What a great cold Buffet lunch it was. Once
again we had the wonderful, explosive,
A capella harmony of ‘Chordite’ to entertain
SPMBC members. We also had both our
Elgar Ward councillors, Tina Liu and Blair
Barker, in attendance and they thoroughly
enjoyed themselves as well.
Although we had a huge turn up, the catering
by Committee and other members was up to
the task and was delicious.

‘Chordite’ & SPMBC member, Chris Hudnott uses
his Melways to navigate his way through one of
their great humorous harmonies.

Part of the crowd at the very well attended Buffet

Photos by Tony Weaver
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Ollie Day
Sunday 23rd.December 2018
John Schuffelen and Alan Gray successfully launch “Ollie”.
Not a Holiday or a Holy Day,
but an ‘Ollie Day’. Thanks to
the work of John Schuffelen,
Alan Gray, Bruce Carris and
Julie Weaver, “Ollie” made a
resplendent appearance just
before Christmas Eve. Julie’s
work in producing “Ollie’s”
Santa suit, looked great on
the Day.
Members, and the public
alike, enjoyed the sometimes
erratic rowing efforts of
‘Santa’ “Ollie”
A great bit of fun.

“Ollie” strikes out on his own, laden with presents.
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Seen About The Club

Recent new member, Ryan Marshall, crewing on a St Kilda based keel boat, and a selection of the
many magazines that Ryan donated to the club.
Ryan wishes take this opportunity to thank members of the SPMBC for making him feel so
welcomed - And in particular many thanks to several members who have assisted in getting his
Emirates team NZ yacht back on the water and with helpful battery advise recently , It is very
much appreciated.

Vice Commodore & Commodore cook up the Australia
Day Weekend sausage sizzle

Photos Tony Weaver, Michael Best & Ryan Marshall.

UK visitor, Keith, from Ramsgate Vikings Model
Boat Club with Commodore Tony Weaver.
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Dandenong Valley Historic Car Club Visit
Sunday 6th.January 2019
The visit from the Dandenong Valley Historic Car Club was, once again, a great event.
Fifteen of their great cars turned up, many that we had not seen before. An estimated
combined gathering of 100 folk mutually enjoyed each others wonderful hobby. Again, our two
local councillors called in to spend some time with us. Tina Liu and Blair Barker both
commented on the great use of the Surrey Dive precinct by SPMBC and DVHCC resulting in
providing, not only enjoyment for ourselves, but also to the local community as well. Members
had a large number of boats on the lake for the car club guests to enjoy. DVHCC also stocked
up our soft drinks & biscuit supplies. Much appreciated.
A wonderfully showy Hupmobile

One of the favourite vehicles was the
immaculate Chevrolet coupe.

Photos Tony Weaver & Jodie

The Commodore addresses the large group and thanks
DVHCC President, Ian Clark, for the interesting collection
of cars that his members had put on show.
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Dandenong Valley Historic Car Club Visit
Sunday 6th.January 2019

Commodore Tony Weaver presents a SPMBC cap to an
appreciative Amy from the DVHCC.
Councillor Tina Liu takes control of John
Schuffelen’s steam boat.

Great Aerial view of the DVHCC visit.

Photos Tony Weaver & Jodie
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Sadly Missed Members
Geoff Williams
Geoff Williams will be remembered for the ingenious way that he could solve problems and
create original ways to achieve a result. In the 1960’s Geoff was a partner, with his two life
time mates, in the JWF Glass Fibre Industries company. They produced fibreglass kits to
turn everyday cars into classic looking sports cars. They were trail blazers in fibreglass
techniques. JWF also produced their own sports cars, some with Holden engines. Some of
these cars still participate in club car racing. It is with his mates in JWF that he first
became interested in making models. And like so many young men of those times, Geoff also
flew model planes and in Geoff’s, and his mate’s case, made their own remote controlled slot
cars and race track.
Within SPMBC, Geoff is probably most known for the classic model of Oliver Hardy rowing
in a dinghy. The Surrey Park Model Boat Club purchased “Ollie” to be a reminder to us all at
the club, of the great mate and model maker that was Geoff Williams.
Recently, Geoff donated the proceeds from the sale of his fleet of model boats to Rural
Aid to assist in drought relief. Over $5,000 was raised in this final act of generosity.

Geoff in 1962 in his own JWF car.

Geoff shows off his “Ollie”

Photo is courtesy of Ken Burge, taken from a
Ken Burge Bilgewater ‘member profile’.
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Sadly Missed Members
John Dutton
Member John Dutton sadly passed
away on Saturday morning, 22nd
December after his brave battle with
an inoperatable brain tumour.
Members Greg Howe and John
Schuffelen represented S.P.M.B.C in
joining John Dutton's family at
Castlemaine for the celebration of his
life in the botanical gardens. They
were able to get John's first model
boat running thus enabling family and
friends to sail it in the ornamental
lake. Greg and John were made very welcome and were referred to as the "boat people"
who were a large part of John's life. The family wished to thank the S.P.M.B.C. for their
effort in looking after John during the last months of his illness. John will be remembered
as an international leader in model submarines, having posted more than 300 YouTube
videos on his area of expertise. There are still a couple of videos of boating life at Surrey
Dive, accessible through the Gallery, on our S.P.M.B.C. website. John will be greatly
missed by all those that knew him at the club.

Clive Udy
The passing of former S.P.M.B.C. member, Clive Udy was a sad time for long time members
who knew Clive, and his partner Nessie Kinder, during their time at the club. In the late
1990’s and early 2000’s Clive was a quiet, keen and active member of SPMBC. Clive moved
to Tasmania in 2009.
The S.P.M.B.C. was represented at Clive’s funeral by Spence Herd who travelled to
Tasmania for the funeral.

Clive in 2015, with his Dragon Class yacht
Clive & Nessie pictured at SPMBC just prior to their
move to Tasmania..
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Australia Day Weekend
Sunday 27th. January 2019
The club rooms got into the swing of Australia Day weekend celebrations by being bedecked in
Aussie flags. Several members also added a bit of Australiana with their attire. Quite a large
turn out managed to have around 20 boats sailing at one time .

Photos by Tony Weaver & Micheal Best
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Who we are:
Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who
construct and sail model, radio controlled boats. What we do: We build, sail and
talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally from half a metre to
three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats, yachts, tugs and fast
electric craft. These remote control models are mostly powered by electric
motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft.
OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2018-2019
Commodore:

Tony Weaver

Vice Commodore:

Gerard O’Donoghue

Secretary:

Tony Goldsworthy

Treasurer:

Don Knowles

First Ordinary Member:

Philip Ham

2nd. Ordinary Member:

John Schuffelen

Quartermasters:

Ken Burnell & Peter Lemm

Safety Officers:

Martin Hopper & Philip Ham

Membership Officer:
Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:

John Schuffelen
Tony Weaver
Michael Best

LOCATION & CONTACTS
Sailing Venue & Clubhouse Sunday and Wednesday mornings
Surrey Park Lake Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128 Australia
Newsletter Editor:

editor@spmbc.org.au

Club Email Address:

secr@spmbc.org.au

Snail Mail:
Webmaster:

P.O. Box 4016, Box Hill South, Vic. 3128 Australia
web_master@spmbc.org .au
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Calendar of Events
February 2019

Time

Event

03-February 2019 Sun

10.00 am

Bi-Monthly Meeting

10- February 2019 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club day

17- February 2019 Sun

From 9.15 am

Endurance runs - Spread throughout the day. Events for brushed
& brushless motored boats

24- February 2019 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Cub Day

March 2019

Time

Event

03-March 2019 Sun

From 9.15 am

Sail Endurance Events - From noon.

10-March 2019 Sun

From 9.15 am

Steam Day

17-March 2019 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club day

24-March 2019 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club day + Fast Boat Appreciation day (10.00 am to 12.00
set aside for fast boat operation)

31- March 2019 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

April 2019

Time

Event

07-April 2019 Sun

10.00 am

Bi-Monthly Meeting

14-April 2019 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club day

21-April 2019 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club day

28-April 2019 Sun

From 9.15 am

Navy Day

May 2019

Time

Event

05-May 2019 Sun

From 9.15 am

Buy Swap and Sell

12-May 2019 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club day

17-May 2019 Fri

Dusk

Night Sail - Gala rig & light up your boats and operate them on the
darkened lake, an exiting experience.

19-May 2019 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club day

26-May 2019 Sun

From 9.15 am

Members Other Interests Day. Static or otherwise, displays of
other models, collections, or your alternative hobbies.
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