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Once again we have had a great 3 months since our last  

publication of the " Bilgewater". All of our club days, and more 

importantly, our special days including Paddle Boat Day, Les 

Lee Steam day were well attended considering the very cold 

winter we have experienced.  

 Christmas in July was also a great success with 48 people  

present. This is a great time for wives and partners to catch 

up and resume conversations. We held the AGM on July 

14  where the new committee was elected. Approximately 30 

members were present at this meeting. Memberships are 

growing and our finances are strong. Looking forward to 

Spring/Summer.  

Stay tuned,     Gerard O'Donoghue, Commodore 

Commodore’s Report 
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Cover photo, by Tony Weaver 
A foggy day at SPMBC 

The 2019-2020 Committee, Left to Right: 
Philip Ham, Safety Officer & 1st Ordinary member. Tony Goldsworthy, Secretary. Don Knowles,  
Treasurer. John Schuffelen, Vice Commodore & Membership Officer. Gerard O’Donoghue,  
Commodore. Bruce Cariss, 2nd ordinary member. 



Some of the Good Stuff Coming up at SPMBC 
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Photos Tony Weaver 

 & John Schuffelen 



Paddle Boat Day 
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Sunday 16th. June 2019 
Paddle Boat Day enjoyed a very good 

turn out along with favourable weather. 
 A large flotilla circumnavigated the  

island. 

Photos by David Knappstein & Ross McRae.  

A great low angle photo gives realism to 
the  many paddlers moored around the 
dock area. 

Crowded dock scenes as boats are 
prepared for the ‘paddle past’ 

Tony weaver’s and Grant Austin’s 
paddlers take off for a sail. 
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Seen About The Club..+ Mystery Adv. 

What is the  connection with this 25 Year old 
Camper trailer advertisement and SPMBC? 
(Answer in next Bilgewater.) 

Boozey Leprechaun at the helm. Ken Burnell loafing about. 

All eyes on the prize. 

Photos Tony Weaver & David Knappstein. 
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Collision Course By Claude Miller 

  You think that’s a collision? ….This is a collision. [ With apologies to Paul Hogan and 

'Crocodile Dundee’. ] 

 This is what happened when Captain Crozier of the Terror and Captain Ross of the  

Erebus, suddenly found themselves sailing into an iceberg at one a.m. Sunday, 13th March 

1842 . 

 Captain Crozier turned to starboard, just as Captain Ross turned to port.  

Erebus  smashed into the sides of Terror, losing her bowsprit, topmast and much rigging. Then, 

raised up by the seas, she smashed into the Terror again, staving her side in, cracking the 

masts and bringing spars crashing down on to the deck.  

 Captain Ross wrote later that the ships ‘ hanging together, entangled by their rigging, and 

dashing against each other with fearful violence, were falling down the weather face of the 

iceberg…against which the waves were breaking and foaming to near the summit of its  

perpendicular cliffs.  Sometimes she  [the Terror] rose high above us, almost exposing her 

keel to view, and again descended as we in our turn rose to the top of the wave, threatening to 

bring her beneath us, whilst the crashing of the breaking upper-works and boats increased the 

horror of the scene…’ 

  Captain Crozier of the Terror managed to find a gap in the wall of ice and slip 

through.  Erebus seemed lost but Captain Ross,  backing  the main-sail, did a three-point 

turn,  found the gap taken by Crozier... and escaped, just avoiding another iceberg…* 
 

 

  The accompanying photo is that of a painting of Erebus making its way through the gap. 
 [The above information was sourced from Michael Palin’s  ‘EREBUS , the story of a ship’ but 
written by me.] 
  

Claude Miller 
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Photos by Tony Weaver  

Seen About The Club 

Ian Stewart displays his very  
detailed paddle boat ‘Adelaide’, 
complete with her barge. 

Gavan Salter goes for a wondrous  
underwater dive amongst the fishes, in 
virtual reality, emanating from Martin Lui’s 
mobile phone app. 
It must have been very realistic because 
Gavan was soon swimming along with his 
arms while the rest of us watched on in 
amusement. 

Alan Gray exhibits a unique miniature paddle boat. 
The tiny paddler is mounted on an original piece 
of red gum hull from the actual paddle boat. 

Brendan Hoban looks on as Martin Hopper  
performs a hydrostatic test on ‘Isabelle’s boiler. 

Outgoing Commodore Tony Weaver,  
congratulates Gerard O’Donoghue on his 

election to the roll. 
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Les Lee Memorial Steam Day 

Photos Tony Weaver  

Sunday 21st.July 2019 
A cold and windy day this time, however a good turn out considering the conditions. The newly 

completed steamer of Grant Austen sliced quickly and silently across the dive, while Grant 

kept a close and critical eye on its operation.  Rob Loveridge had his ‘Puffer’ steaming well 

also. On Static display, was Alan Gray’s steam ‘African Queen’. 

Ross McRae & John Schuffelen getting steamed up. 

Alan Gray’s ‘African Queen’. 

Rob Loveridge’s steam Clyde Puffer 

Cam Ekberg’s collection of 
boilers, and African Queen. 

Safely tied up at the dock. 



Christmas in July 
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Saturday 27th.July 2019 

Jan O’Neil helps out Tony Goldsworthy by drawing out a lucky winning ticket in the raffle. 

Photos Tony Weaver  

A full house of 48 members and partners again enjoyed our Christmas in July at the Mitcham Hotel. 



Some of these you will remember, some of them you won’t. 
 

A backward  poet writes ... inverse. 

A man’s home is his castle... in a manor of speaking. 

Dijon vu ... the same mustard as before . 

Practice safe eating ...always use condiments. 

Shotgun wedding...A case of wife or death 

A man needs a mistress ... just to break the monogamy. 

A hangover is the wrath of grapes ' 

Dancing cheek-to-cheek is really a form of floor play 

Does the name ‘Pavlova ‘ ring a bell? 

Condoms should be used on every conceivable occasslon. 

Reading while sunbathing makes you well red. 

When two egotists meet... it's an ‘i' for an ‘i ' 

A bicycle can’t stand on its own because it is two tyred . 

The definition of a will? ... (It's a dead giveaway') 

Time flies like an arrow... Fruit flies like a banana. 

In democracy, your vote counts... In feudalism your count votes . 

She was engaged to a boyfriend with a wooden leg... but broke it off. 

A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion. 

If you don't pay your exorcist... you get repossessed. 

With her marriage... she got a new name and a dress. 

When a clock is hungry,...it goes back four seconds. 

The man who fell into an upholstery machine is fully recovered. 

You feel stuck with your debt ...if you can't budge it. 

Local Area Network in Australia...’ The LAN down under’. 

He often broke into song... because he couldn't find the key. 

Every calendar’s days are numbered. 

A lot of money is tainted ... It taint yours and it taint mine . 

A boiled egg in the morning is hard to beat. 

He had a photographic memory... that was never developed. 

A plateau is a high form of flattery' 

 A midget fortune-teller who escapes from prison is a small medium at large . 

(That is an old one.) 

Those who get too big for their britches...will be exposed in the end. 

Once you’ve seen one shopping centre... you’ve seen a mall. 

Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know basis. 

Santa's helpers are subordinate clauses . 

Acupuncture is a jab well done. 

Just For Larfs 
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Just For Larfs 

? 

Proposed new British 50p coin, 

to commemorate Boris Johnson 

becoming Prime Minister. 
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Sunday 25th.August 2019 

Small Sail Boat Day 

Photos Tony Weaver  

A very well attended Small Sail Boat Day put 
on a graceful display in light conditions. All 
boats made it around the island without  

dramas. 

Rounding the first bouy.... It must 
be there somewhere. 

Ross’s Sailer enjoys the 
light conditions. 



Flour Power ? 
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Flour is great if you have something that 
won't stop bleeding. Put a dab of flour on and in no time it stops. 
  

The Benefits of Flour 

Some time ago, I was cooking some corn and stuck my fork in the water to see 

if the corn was ready. I missed and my hand went into the boiling water. 

A friend of mine, who was a Vietnam vet, came into the house as I was  

screaming and asked me if I had some plain old flour... 

I pulled out a bag and he stuck my hand in it. He told me to keep my hand in the 

flour for 10 minutes. 

He said that in Vietnam, there was a guy on fire and in their panic, they threw a 

bag of flour all over him to put the fire out. Well, it not only put the fire out, 

but he never even had a blister!!!! Long story short, I put my hand in the bag of 

flour for 10 minutes, pulled it out and did  not even have a red mark or a blister 

AND absolutely NO pain. Now, I keep a bag of flour in the fridge and every 

time I burn myself. 

*Cold flour feels even better than room temperature flour. I use the flour and 

have never ever had even a red spot/burn mark, or a blister! I even burnt my 

tongue once, put the flour on it for about 10 minutes ... the pain was gone and 

no burn. 

 

Try it . . .        Experience a miracle! 

  

Keep a bag of flour in your fridge and you will be happy you did! Flour has heat 

absorbent property and also has a strong antioxidant property, thus it helps in 

burn patients if applied within 15 minutes. 

 

Discovered by Colin Smith. 
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Visit to St. George Model Boat Club. 

Photos  by Anna McRae-Anderson 

Great attendances in a very popular public  
recreation area. 

Ross McRae gets some photos 

Guess what? SPMBC is not the 

only Model Boat Club in Australia. 

Our member Ross McRae recently 

called in on the very popular St. 

George Model Boat Club in Sydney. 

Ross was able to assist John  

Worchurst, who had contacted 

SPMBC, via Float-a-Boat, seeking 

help with making a Steam Launch 

’Mars’ model. 

The St. George Model Boat Club is 

a very active and friendly group 

(same as SPMBC) who operate in a 

beautiful riverside parkland area. 

They however lack the wonderful 

club rooms that we enjoy so much. 

Ross gets down to serious boat talk 
 regarding SL Mars. 



Who we are:  

Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who 

construct and sail model, radio controlled boats. What we do: We build, sail and 

talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally from half a metre to 

three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats, yachts, tugs and fast 

electric craft. These remote control models are mostly powered by electric 

 motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft.  

OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2019-2020 

 

   Commodore:         Gerard O’Donoghue  

 Vice Commodore:        John Schuffelen 

 Secretary:          Tony Goldsworthy  

 Treasurer:          Don Knowles  

 First Ordinary Member:       Philip Ham  

 2nd. Ordinary Member:       Bruce Cariss  

 Quartermasters:        Ken Burnell & Peter Lemm 

 Safety Officers:       Martin Hopper & Philip Ham  

 Membership Officer:        John Schuffelen  

 Newsletter Editor:        Tony Weaver  

 Webmaster:           Michael Best  

LOCATION & CONTACTS  

Sailing Venue & Clubhouse Sunday and Wednesday mornings 

 

 Surrey Park Lake Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128 Australia  

Newsletter Editor:    editor@spmbc.org.au  

Club Email Address:    secr@spmbc.org.au  

Snail Mail:   P.O. Box 4016, Box Hill South, Vic. 3128 Australia  

Webmaster:     web_master@spmbc.org .au  
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Calendar of Events 

September 2019 Time Event  

01-September 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club day 

08- September 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club day 

15- September  2019 Sun From 9.15 am Buy Swap & Sell Day 

20- September 2019 Fri Dusk Night sail - Gala rig, light your boats and operate them on the 

darkened lake. An exiting experience 

22- September 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

29- September 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

October 2019 Time Event  
06-October 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Bi-Monthly Meeting 

09-October 2019 Wed From 9.15  am 10.00 am - Noon Open day for visitors during Senior’s Festival & 

Normal club Day 

13- October 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

16- October 2019 Wed From 9.15 am 10.00 am - Noon Open day for visitors during Senior’s Festival & 

Normal club Day 

20- October 2019  Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day & SPMBC Stand at Whitehorse Spring Festival 

27- October 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Square Rig Day 

November 2019 Time Event 
03-November 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club day 

10-November 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Navy Day 

17-November 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club day 

24-November 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Schooner, Ketch & Couta Boat Day 

December 2019 Time Event 
01-December 2019 Sun 10.00 am Bi-Monthly Meeting 

07- December 2019 Sat Noon Christmas Luncheon with partners at Mitcham Hotel 

15- December 2019 Sun From 9.15 am 9.15 am Sailing & Informal Member’s Christmas Buffet  

at 11.00 am 

22- December 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Ollie Day, wear a Santa Hat 

29- December 2019 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 
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