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Commodore’s Report
Spring 2020

How our lives have changed !!!
Since our last meeting on June 1st we have ALL been on a
Rollercoaster.
The re- opening of our on June 3rd under strict guidelines
was very successful with all who attended happy to be able
to put their boats on the water.
Everyone felt great to be back. Unfortunately Christmas in
July had to be cancelled as numbers in gatherings would have
made it not possible for this event to proceed, however the
management at the Blackburn Hotel transferred our deposit
to our December 5th booking, so here’s hoping. We were
still hoping that we would be able to continue with our restrictions and stay operational however as this is a changing situation we were again in lockdown.
The decision was made on 8th July to close the club again. Let’s all hope we can
beat this beast and resume operations at OUR club soon!!
Stay well and stay safe.
Gerard O’ Donoghue. Commodore.
My Contacts : gmod0947@gmail.com
Mob. 0411233983
Due to the closure of the SPMBC activities, items about the goings-on at the club are a bit
light on the ground in this issue of Bilgewater. However, I would like to thank those members
who have supplied jokes, stories and photos of their efforts at home to stay busy and safe.
A big thank you you to Max McCulloch whose many jokes are printed throughout the Spring
2020 Bilgewater, along with Tony Goldsworthy who shows us how he repaired the roller
switch on a Hobby King transmitter, Bob Griffith who supplied a joke that is in this issue. (I
won’t say which one it is in case there are some Irish members out there) Also, a big thank
you to Ross Mc Rae for photos of his refit of the Tug “Atlas”, great work.
John Schuffelen & Gerard O’Donoghue have supplied photos, thank you also.
The Covid Comments have been acquired from the internet and show that the USA still has a
sense of humour.
We all owe our Commodore and Committee a big thank you for the great work that they did
to have the clubrooms opened in a Covid safe manner while in Level 3 restrictions. A very
professional effort indeed.
Thank you,
Tony Weaver Editor.
Cover photo ,of John Simpson launching his
newly acquired 10 Rater, by John Schuffelen
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Just For Larfs
Learn from the mistakes
of others you can never live long
enough to make them all
by yourself!

The day after his wife disappeared in a kayaking accident, an Irishman
answered his door to find two grim-faced constables.
"We're sorry, Mr. O’Flynn, but we have some information about your dear wife,
Maureen,” said one of the officers.
"Tell me! Did you find her?" Michael Patrick O’Flynn asked.
The constables looked at each other and one said, "We have some bad news,
some good news, and some really great news. Which would you like to hear
first?"
Fearing the worst, Mr. O’Flynn said, "Give me the bad news first."
The constable said, "I'm sorry to tell you, sir, but early this morning we found
your poor wife's body in the bay."
"Lord sufferin' Jesus and Holy Mother of God!" exclaimed O’Flynn. Swallowing
hard, he then asked, “What could possibly be the good news?"
The constable continued, "When we pulled the late, departed poor Maureen up,
she had 12 of the best-looking Atlantic lobsters that you have ever seen
clinging to her. Haven't seen lobsters like that since the 1960's, and we feel
you are entitled to a share in the catch."
Stunned, Mr. O’ Flynn demanded, "Glory be to God, if that's the good news,
then what's the really great news?"
The constable replied, “We're gonna pull her up again tomorrow.

When it comes to Luck or Skill, luck is better.

3

Covid Comments
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Covid Comments
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Just For Larfs
The Best Pubs are Irish Pubs.
“As good as this bar is,” said the Scotsman, “I still prefer the pubs back home. In
Glasgow, there’s a wee place called McTavishs’s. The landlord goes out of his way for the
locals.
When you buy four drinks, he’ll buy the fifth drink.”
“Well, Angus”, said the Englishman, “At my local in London, The Red Lion, the barman
will buy you your third drink
After you buy the first two”.
“Ahhh, dat’s nothing.” said Paddy the Irishman. “Back home in me favourite pub,
the moment you set foot in the place, they’ll buy you a drink, then another, - All the
drinks you like actually. Then when you’ve had enough drinks, they’ll take you upstairs and
see that you have sex. - All on the house!”
The Englishman and the Scotsman were suspicious of the claims.
“Did that actually happen to you, Paddy?”
“Not meself, personally, no,” admitted the Irishman, “but it did happen to me sister
quite a few times.”

EXPIRED

As the coffin was being lowered into the ground at a parking Inspector’s funeral, a
voice from inside screams: “I’m not dead. Let me out”
The Vicar smiles, leans forward sucking air through his teeth and mutters: “Too late
pal, I’ve already done the paperwork.”

You can’t have everything - where would you put it?

NOTE.
Jokes supplied
by Max McCullough
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Seen About the Club &
in Lockdown at Home

A foggy morning at the SPMBC clubrooms during the brief few days that we were open in the Code
3 restrictions. For those who don’t like the Box Hill high rise development, the high rise buildings
appear to have disappeared in the first photo. Only to reappear as the sun broke through.

Here is a shot of the carousel that Tony Goldsworthy has made. “The outer horses go round
and round and up and down. The horses need detail painting. The up and down motion comes
from four ramps or cams and the rods, the horses are on are cam followers. I'm waiting for a
geared motor to arrive and I will use a rubber tyred wheel to drive from it onto the under
edge of the platform. I will also make a tent top for it.”
Tony further advises: “I put light flashing stuff on the carousel today. There are two micro
switches on the stationary base which come in contact with two discontinuous tracks of
raised wood on the underside of the platform. Where there is a break in the wooden track
the switch turns off and the raised bits of track turn it on. Because there are two
Dissimilar tracks the flashing should look 'random'. Hopefully it will look good.”
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Seen About The Club &
in Lock Down at Home

Commodore Gerard O’Donoghue signs in during the
Covid restrictions.
The Club was lightly attended by members
who were just happy to be able to get out
and put their boats on the water.

Our steam testing crew of John
Schuffelen and Philip Ham testing
Brendon Hoban’s steam paddler,
P.S. Kyte.

Photos Tony Weaver & John Schuffelen.

8

Seen About The Club &
in Lock Down at Home

A happy Sam Camilleri receives his ‘Foundation
Member’ Certificate, in recognition of his long time
association with SPMBC. Congratulations, Sam.

Don Knowles admires Daryl Doyle’s
latest work in progress.

Easy Riding Commodore tries
out Frank Roberts bike for size.
I think the ‘Inside leg’ was just
right.

Tony Goldsworthy watches intently as he puts his new
‘A’ class yacht through it’s paces.
Photos John Schuffelen, Tony Goldsworthy & Tony Weaver
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Covid Comments
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Seen About The Club &
at Home in Lockdown
Ross McRae’s tug , is undergoing a n extensive refit at Chez McRae. Great machining work
sees the new Atlas with Kortz nozzle drive and deck mounted Hiab crane.

Old Atlas

New Atlas takes shape.

Kortz nozzles taking shape

Kortz nozzles fitted
Photos by Ross McRae

New crane is neatly fitted in.

Underside is primed up.

11

ORX TX 6i transmitter repair
By Tony Goldsworthy

A few thoughts about the ORX TX 6i transmitter
From the start I would like to say that I find the HobbyKing ORX TX 6i to be a good transmitter and the after sales and customer service I have received from HobbyKing has been
excellent. However the transmitter does have a problem, the Roller Switch on the right hand
side of the unit is vulnerable and fragile. The Roller Switch is the programming switch that
you use to select from the twenty models that can be held in the transmitter’s memory. It is
also used to enter the control parameters for the model and a host of other things. As the
name Roller Switch suggests it finds these features by being ‘rolled’ to and fro and when the
correct feature is located the feature is selected by depressing the roller bar. Since the
Roller Switch has to be accessible it tends to stand proud of the front of the transmitter
and is vulnerable to being knocked and broken. Unfortunately HobbyKing don’t carry spare
Roller Switches BUT when I broke mine, even though I admitted it was through my own fault,
they gave me a replacement transmitter at no charge. As I said they have excellent after
sales and customer service. But what can you do to stop damaging the Roller Switch?
I have made up a grooved Perspex shield that fits over the Roller Switch which is held in
place with a strip of clear PVC tape. It ain’t pretty but it does the job!

Continued over......
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ORX TX 6i transmitter repair
By Tony Goldsworthy
......Continued
Now, although HobbyKing have replaced the transmitter, I wondered what could be done to
get the damaged unit to work again? When the Roller Switch breaks it shears off a bearing
‘pip’ on the end of the roller and using a narrow bladed screw driver it is possible to pry the
damaged roller out of the slot. As the following left hand photo shows at the top of the slot
there is a micro-switch and in the right hand photo at the base of the slot there is a white
circular piece of plastic with a hole in the centre - this is the rotary programmer.

Pressing on the micro-switch with the end of a small Phillips headed screw driver has the
exactly the same affect as pressing the Roller Switch and this allows you to access the
transmitters memories. And now here’s the clever bit! If you insert and twist a narrow
Phillips screw driver in the the little hole in the centre of the white programmer you can
program the transmitter! I know its a bit tedious but at least you now have a second
transmitter (in an emergency)!

If you haven’t grown up by age 45 - you don’t have to!

13

Seen About the Club &
in Lockdown at Home
The Editor embarked on an upgrade of model paddle steamer “Decoy”. When Phil Clarke built
“Decoy” she was built to represent her appearance in c1895. Just a few years after this
“Decoy” had some modifications done to her. So now the model appears as she did around
1900.

Model P.S. Decoy before update.

Model P.S. Decoy after update.

Photos of “Decoy” as she appeared in the early 1900s.
Photos are from ‘Trove’, the National Library of Australia’s free on-line research site.
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Who we are:
Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who
construct and sail model, radio controlled boats. What we do: We build, sail and
talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally from half a metre to
three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats, yachts, tugs and fast
electric craft. These remote control models are mostly powered by electric
motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft.
OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2019-2020
Commodore:

Gerard O’Donoghue

Vice Commodore:

John Schuffelen

Secretary:

Tony Goldsworthy

Treasurer:

Don Knowles

First Ordinary Member:

Philip Ham

2nd. Ordinary Member:

Bruce Cariss

Quartermasters:

Ken Burnell & Peter Lemm

Safety Officers:

Martin Hopper & Philip Ham

Membership Officer:
Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:

John Schuffelen
Tony Weaver
Michael Best

LOCATION & CONTACTS
Sailing Venue & Clubhouse Sunday and Wednesday mornings
Surrey Park Lake Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128 Australia
Newsletter Editor:

editor@spmbc.org.au

Club Email Address:

secr@spmbc.org.au

Snail Mail:
Webmaster:

P.O. Box 4016, Box Hill South, Vic. 3128 Australia
web_master@spmbc.org .au
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Calendar of Events...We wish
Spring 2020... Not valid until restrictions are lifted
September 2020

Time

Event

06-September 2020 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day.

13-September 2020 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

20- September 2020 Sun From 9.15 am.
25-September 2020 Fi

Buy Swap & Sell Day

From 5.00 pm Night Sailing - Gala rig and light up your boats and operate them
DUSK
on the darkened lake. An exiting experience

27-September 2020 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

October 2020

Time

Event

04-October 2020 Sun

From 10.00 am

Bi-Monthly Meeting

07- October 2020 Wed

From 9.15 am

10.00 am to Noon. Open Day for visitors during Senior’s Festival
& Normal Club Day.

11 October 2020 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day .

14- October 2020 Wed

From 9.15 am

10.00 am to Noon. Open Day for visitors during Senior’s Festival
& Normal Club Day.

18 - October 2020 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day & Whitehorse Spring Festival

25 - October 2020 Sun

From 9.15 am

Square Rig Day

November 2020

Time

Event

01-November 2020 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

08-November 2020 Sun

From 9.15 am

Navy Day

15- November 2020 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

22- November 2020 Sun.

From 9.15 am

Schooner Ketch & Couta Boat day

29 - November 2020 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

December 2020

Time

Event

05 - December 2020 Sat

NOON

Noon, Christmas Luncheon with partners at Blackburn Hotel

06 - December 2020 Sun

10.00 am

Bi-Monthly Meeting

13 - December 2020 Sun

From 9.15 am

Sailing & Informal Club Members Buffet at 11.oo am.

20 - December 2020 Sun

From 9.15 am

Ollie, wear a Santa Hat.

27 - December 2020 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day
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