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Since our last meeting, which was a closed meeting on 17th Oct,
there is not a lot to report until recently, when restrictions were
lifted somewhat and we were able to reopen our club rooms to
members with restricted numbers. I’m sure with further freedom
in the near future we will again thrive as a club. It has been great
to catch up with many members in recent weeks. We all very much
look forward to seeing members who have used the lockdown to
build new models. A big thank you to John Schuffelen for manning
the phone for bookings in recent times as bookings were needed
for attendance. I would like to also thank all the committee
members for their help and support over these difficult times,
especially Tony Goldsworthy for keeping us informed on all things
important. Unfortunately our Christmas function at the “ Blackburn Hotel” has had to
be cancelled as was the July event due to COVID restrictions. We will keep you
informed on future events when we are updated on COVID guidelines.

Gerard O’Donoghue, Commodore.
Notice is given that the

Annual General Meeting of the Surrey Park Model Boat Club (SPMBC)
will be held at the Clubhouse at 10.00 am on
Sunday 13 December 2020.
The business of the meeting will include:
- Confirmation of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 14 July 2019
- the presentation of the:
Secretary’s report
Financial report
Commodore’s report
- the election of Committee officers
- determination of the entrance fee and annual subscription for the following year
- consideration of the program and events for the coming year
- business on notice
Important Notes
Business on Notice
The SPMBC Rules and Conditions 12(3) state (in part) that a member desiring to bring any business
before a meeting may give notice of that business in writing to the secretary…….. .
It is required that the notice is provided to the Secretary at least seven days before the
Annual General Meeting.
Cover photo of SPMBC members back at the Club being
Covid safe.
Photo by Tony Weaver
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The Elected Committee positions are:
Commodore
Vice Commodore
Secretary
Treasurer
First Ordinary Member
Second Ordinary Member
If you wish to nominate for any of the Committee positions please forward the completed form below
to the Secretary no later than Sunday 6 December 2020.
In addition to the elected Committee Positions would members willing to be appointed by the Committee as Quartermasters (2) and Safety Officers (2) also please complete the form below.
-----------------------------------------------------------

To the Secretary Surrey Park Model Boat Club
For Season 2020-2021
We hereby nominate (Please print name)

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Club number _ _ _
as a candidate for the Committee position of

____________________________
Candidate’s signature _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Proposer _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Club number _ _ _

Seconder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Club number _ _ _
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In Lockdown at Home - Brendan Hoban
Continued on page 5............

Brendan writes;
It’s a Thames steamer called Miranda but somewhat modified and now known as S.L. Kylea
after my granddaughter. She (the boat) was built during Covid lockdown largely from scrap
material left over from other boat projects.

Photos by Brendan Hoban
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In Lockdown at Home - Brendan Hoban
........Continued from page 4.

She has a Saito vertical boiler and a John Godfrey Clyde ‘wobbler’ engine.

See Brendan’s recently completed (Covid project) Thames River steamer S.L. Kylea
on its maiden voyage. Click (Or, CTRL + Click) on the Hyperlink below.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/bjta0zjevwtuj10/SS%20Kalea%201.mp4?dl=0
Photos by Brendan Hoban
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In Lockdown at Home - John Robinson
Continued on page 7......

John Robinson explains his project:
“My Covid project was to build a new Marblehead yacht. The criteria I used for the project are
as follows:
1.
A Marblehead yacht.
2.
Hull to be double planked with clear varnish finish.
3.
Sail rig to be conventional, although a swing rig might be faster, I don’t like the look of
them.
4.
Carbon fibre fin and rudder. Shroudless Carbon fibre mast.
5.
Use the Frank Russell designed, Gothic Mk3 plan. Frank will email design drawing for
$25.00.
Note: these plans can only be used for one build, without permission from Frank.”

Start of first planking

First planking almost finished

Fin box

Second planking underway.
First planking was 2.00 mm,
second was 0.5 mm.

Second planking finished.

Photos John Robinson
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In Lockdown at Home - John Robinson
........Continued from page 6.

Fitting Teflon tubes.

Radio gear in hull.

Making cockpit.

Sail control lines fitted.

Start main deck planking

Photos John Robinson
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In Lockdown at Home - John Robinson
........Continued from page 7.

Mainsail seams on hinged
sail making board.

Jib on table.

Looking good.

‘Decor’ deck hatch, radio gear and
lifting handle in place.
Photos John Robinson
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In Lock Down at Home - John Schuffelen

Before
Before & after of refurbishment of heater
for gas tank.

After

John gets a painting master class from his
Granddaughter

Corroded iron garden bench
frames get the full
Schuffelen treatment.
Now better than new !!!!

Photos John Schuffelen
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In Lockdown at Home - Graham Smithwick
Continued on page 11............
Graham’s Covid project was to build an S100 type Schnellboot at 24:1 scale. She is 57 Inches
(1448mm) long. Scratch built using a fibreglass hull and some 3D printed deck items.
The boat is powered by a brushless motor using a 3S LiPo battery.

Photos by Graham Smithwick
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In Lockdown at Home - Graham Smithwick
........Continued from page 10.

Some 3D printed items made up by Shapeways
USA, give great detail and save a lot of weight
for the model. However, it is not all eezy-peezy,
as there is great patience and painting skill
required in making the pieces lifelike. Graham, is
just the man for the job.
Can’t wait for her sea trials.

Photos by Graham Smithwick
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In Lockdown at Home

- Don Bladier

Don Bladier has put his many years as an indoor flier and modeller, to good use
and built a squadron of model aircraft.

Scale model of Prest Baby Pursuit built in 1930, only 4 were ever made, maybe the
depression closed the business. This unit is rubber powered.

Indoor Microfilm model with 11” wing span.

Scale model of Supermarine Sparrow, 13
inch span, ruber band powered. Designed
by R.J. Mitchell, Spitfire designer.

Pirilampo 18 inch span, electric powered. 14 Gram weight power source is a 5 FARAD capacitor.

And, a more down to earth project..........a gauge, for precise
Balsa wood length cutting. The carriage moves to select the
length, the knob at the back locks the carriage.

Photos by Don Bladier
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In Lockdown at Home - Ross McRae
Continued on page 14............

Ross McRae has been refitting his tug boat
“Atlas”, as shown in the Spring Bilgewater issue.
Additions include a crane and Kortz nozzle drive.
However, the ‘McRae Shipyards have craftily not
stopped here.
The very talented McRae Ship builders have
built a second superstructure, with Palfinger
hydraulic fire fighting boom.

Tug Atlas.

The new superstructure takes shape.

Photos by Ross McRae
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In Lockdown at Home

- Ross McRae

........Continued from page 13.
Completed Fire Boat
superstructure ready
for swapping
over ...and along with
a new, (replaceable)
Name plate...

....and now, we have a second vessel, MFB Hydra

MFB Hydra.

Ross also restored an old compressor

Good work,
by any gauge !!!
Old Unit......

...... Becomes ‘as new’ portable compressor.
Photos by Ross McRae
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Who we are:
Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who
construct and sail model, radio controlled boats. What we do: We build, sail and
talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally from half a metre to
three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats, yachts, tugs and fast
electric craft. These remote control models are mostly powered by electric
motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft.
OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2019-2020
Commodore:

Gerard O’Donoghue

Vice Commodore:

John Schuffelen

Secretary:

Tony Goldsworthy

Treasurer:

Don Knowles

First Ordinary Member:

Philip Ham

2nd. Ordinary Member:

Bruce Cariss

Quartermasters:

Ken Burnell & Paul Candela

Safety Officers:

Martin Hopper & Philip Ham

Membership Officer:
Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:

John Schuffelen
Tony Weaver
Michael Best

LOCATION & CONTACTS
Sailing Venue & Clubhouse Sunday and Wednesday mornings
Surrey Park Lake Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128 Australia
Newsletter Editor:

editor@spmbc.org.au

Club Email Address:

secr@spmbc.org.au

Snail Mail:
Webmaster:

P.O. Box 4016, Box Hill South, Vic. 3128 Australia
web_master@spmbc.org .au
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Calendar of Events
All Events subject to Covid restrictions applicable at the time.
December 2020

Time

Event

06-December 2020 Sun

10.00 am

Normal Club Day & Bi-Monthly Meeting

13- December 2020 Sun

10.00 am.

A.G.M.

20-December 2020 Sun

From 9.15 am Ollie Day, Wear a Santa hat.(Santa Ollie rows around loaded with
parcels)

27-December 2020 Sun

From 9.15 am

January 2021

Time

Event

03- January 2021 Sun

From 10.00 am

Normal Club Day

10 January 2021 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day .

17- January 2021 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

24 - January 2021 Sun

From 9.15 am

Australia Day celebration - adorn self & boats.

31 - January 2021 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

February 2021

Time

Event

07- February 2021 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day & Bi-Monthly Meeting

14- February 2021 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

21- February 2021 Sun.

From 9.15 am

Endurance runs, Brushed & Brushless motors

28 - February 2021 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

March 2021

Time

Event

07 - March 2021 Sun

From 9.15

Endurance runs. Under 750mm sailers & Over 750mm

14 - March 2021 Sun

From 9.15 am

Les Lee Memorial Steam Day

21 - March 2021 Sun

From 9.15 am

Normal Club Day

28 - March 2021 Sun

From 9.15 am

Fast Boat Day - 10.00 am to Noon set aside for Fast Boats

Normal Club Day.

(No club Buffet this year)
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