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Since the last edition of “Bilgewater” we have celebrated Christmas, 

New Year and Chinese New Year. We also experienced more Covid  

closures, but finally it would appear as though things are looking up. As 

mentioned at the bi monthly meeting on 7th February, our friend and 

fellow member, Brian Spencer is quite unwell and has been placed in  

palliative care and we all wish him well in his recovery. Our membership 

numbers continue to grow which is pleasing considering the year we had 

in 2020 and into 2021, however there seems to be a little light at the 

end of the “Covid” tunnel. Here’s hoping! 

Our attendances have been steadily growing with numbers in the high 

thirties and  on some occasions in the forties. The committee had a 

meeting on Sunday 21st February and planned the year until December. We hope we can fulfil 

this program with further easing of restrictions. This schedule can be found in this edition of 

“Bilgewater”. A BIG thank you to Tony Weaver for all his work and time on this publication. A job 

well done. 

Whilst thanking people, my fellow committee members and all other office holders have worked 

very hard in managing “shut downs and re openings“ of our club. Our Web master “Michael Best” 

has also kept members abreast of the changes. Covid has presented many protocols and I, on  

behalf of the committee, thank everyone attending for your discipline on these requirements. 

We can look forward to what should be a better and more successful year to enjoy everything 

the “Surrey Park Model Boat Club” has to offer. Let’s ALL look forward to greater days and 

maybe even a Sunday sausage sizzle and Wednesday lunch in 2021 . 

Gerard O’Donoghue, Commodore. 

Commodore’s Report 
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Autumn 2021 

Cover photo of Gary Foster launching HMS Hannibal, ably 
assisted by Ken Burnell.  See story pages 10,11 & 12. 
                     Photo by Tony Weaver 

 

An English professor wrote the words: 
 

"A woman without her man is nothing" 

on the chalkboard and asked the students to punctuate it correctly 

 

All the males in the class wrote: 

"A woman, without her man, is nothing" 

 

All the females in the class wrote" 

"A woman: without her, man is nothing" 

 

Punctuation is Powerful 

Supplied by Ian Butler 
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Ollie Day 

Sunday 20th December 2021 

It is with great sadness that I have to mention the loss of a few local businesses. 
 

* The bra manufacturer has gone bust, 

* the specialist in submersibles has gone under, 

* the manufacturer of food blenders has gone into liquidation. 

* a dog kennel has had to call in the retrievers. 

* the suppliers of paper for origami enthusiasts has folded. 

* the Heinz factory has been canned as they couldn't ketchup  

wiih the orders. 

* the tarmac laying company has reached the end of the road. 

* the bread company has run out of dough. 

* the clock manufacturer has had to wind down and gone cuckoo, 

* the Chinese restaurant has been taken away. 

* the shoe shop has had to put its foot down and given their staff the boot. 

* and finally, the launderette has been taken to the cleaners. 
 

 

Supplied by Ian Butler 

Ollie was all dressed up in his Santa suit to distribute  
Christmas gifts, however the gremlins got into his battery 
connections and he had to be content with being towed 
around. The good news is that John Schuffelen fixed the 
problem and the following week saw Ollie  back to show off 
his rowing skills. 

For all of us that wanted to peek under Ollie’s Jacket....this is what it looks like. 
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Seen About The Club 

Photos by Tony Weaver 

John Savage’s yacht ‘Jack Stanbrook’ 
named in memory of his late, much loved, 
Grandson.....A fine tribute, John.  

Ross McRae finally raked up his lost 
sunglasses, but not before fishing out 
2 toy cars and a children’s bicycle. 

Ray Lendrum’s Gaff rigged Cutter makes a 
fine show of elegance. 
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Australia Day 

Photos Tony Weaver  

Australia Day was lightly attended, 

 however, a fine day weather wise 

and the colourful display of bunting 

and Australian flags, made for a 

very enjoyable Day. 

Fez Please !!! 
Our Commodore, Gerard O’Donoghue 
dons a well decorated party hat for 

the occasion. 

Gerard O’Donoghue and Ian Jemmeson strum out a few 
tunes on the day. 

Peter Eames had his Tassie ferry cruising about, complete 
with some beaut old band music from the invisible 
 musicians on board. 

Philip Ham puts one of his  
steamers through it’s paces. 

January 26th. 2021 
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David Ashley’s “The Dauntless” 

My boat is a 1:16 scale model of The Dauntless, a Sparkman and Stevens 66 ft. aluminium  

commuter boat custom designed for Laurance S. Rockefeller for commuting down the Hudson 

to his work in New York city. She was launched in 1948, was capable of 40 knots and had  

accommodation for four passengers and three  crew. The yacht was kept at the Tarrytown 

Boat Club in Westchester County New York (the ‘T’ on the bow ensign). She was also used for 

trips to Maine, Florida, the Caribbean and other destinations along the eastern seaboard and 

was a regular host to royalty, heads of state, titans of industry and celebrities. 

It is a very old kit, first released in the mid to late 1970s, and is made almost entirely of 1/8 

inch plywood. It was very intimidating opening the box for the first time, at first sight  just a 

large and disorganised pile of wooden strips and sheets.  The 3-page instruction book was  

minimal, but I knew of an extensive web discussion forum which was very helpful  

(and encouraging – these guys love their models).  It took nine months to build, on and off.  

In the final stages of building the hull, I had a huge crisis of confidence and very nearly 

 abandoned it – bending plywood is not my favourite activity and the hull looked very rough - 

but I persevered recollecting how car filler plus a fibreglass sheath can conceal most  

imperfections. 

After reviewing the forum recommendations, I powered it with twin, powerful water-cooled 

brushless motors (Turnigy AquaStar 3660-1700KV) and 4S LIPO batteries, which seem to be 

designed to satisfy American modellers’ desires for high speed but are far in excess of that 

required for scale speed.  To achieve the appropriate balance in the water, the model carries 

4kgs of additional ballast (lead shot). 

After all the effort, I am very happy with the model but need time to work up the energy for 

another build. 

Footnote 

The original Dauntless suffered much damage in Hurricanes Hugo (1989) and Lenny (1999) and 

was subsequently scrapped. I attach two photos taken not long before this. 

Photos by David Ashley 

David Ashley’s ‘The Dauntless’ cuts a fine figure while crusing at Surrey Dive. 
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David Ashley’s “The Dauntless” 

40 Knots ????........... No worries. 

50 odd years after her launch, “The Dauntless” sadly, awaits scrapping. 

With her two PT-boat engines delivering 1,350hp each, The Dauntless was not short on power. 

New 2020 Dauntless design,  
by Sparkman and Stevens. 
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Seen About The Club 

Photos by Tony Weaver 

Ross McRae’s  steam launch ‘Rattler’. 

Greg Howe provided great 

entertainment with his RC 

duck. The basic duck only 

cost $10, however to end up 

with a ‘duck’ that squirts  

water from it’s beak, moves 

it’s head from side to side 

and even quacks, you need to 

have Greg’s handy talents.   

Quack off !!! 
The local water hens were not pleased 

to have Greg’s duck amongst them. 

Local kids enjoy getting squirted from the “not 
normal” (Their words) duck. 

Phil Ham’s RC Bugatti, showing the neat controls fitout. 
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Seen About The Club (& elsewhere) 

Photos by Tony Weaver 

Unfortunate positioning of signage, 
spotted, in Lakes Entrance RSL 
Club, by the Editor while on a short 
break. 

Recent fine breaks in the weather have 
brought out a great number of yachties. 
16 at the one time, recorded recently. 

Ross McRae’s tug ‘Atlas ‘  
& Craig Hopper’s ‘Aziz’ 
manouver together. 



Gary Foster’s “HMS Hannibal”  
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I chose this ship as I wanted to pay homage to Les Lee, one of our former members. Les was a 

real character and loved by all (as those who knew him would attest). His great passion in 

model ships was the Pre-Dreadnaught/Dreadnaught fleet. 

 The keel was laid 25/07/2017 (well at least the date when I opened the box). 

The kit manufacturer will not be mentioned in this article, for fear of prosecution by the  

company. That is how BAD the instructions and drawings were. To say it was a struggle to get 

it to look like it does is an understatement. Anyway, enough of the bad. Now for the good. 

Highlights of construction (in no particular order). 

The Barbettes. Ships boats. Painting. The Torpedo netting on the side of the ship. 

Painting and placing the ships crew (the crew really have bought the ship to life).  

I would recommend investing in crew of some sort for all boats/ships. They really do add  

realism to any “craft” that you may be building. Sometimes, however, finding the right scale 

and “type of crew “is easier said the done. 

WATER BALLAST. 

The sailing weight of the ship is 12 KG! Also, there are lots of very fragile parts that could 

easily be damaged in getting the ship into the water, so, after discussions with Clive at the 

lake one day about the middle of the build, I came to the conclusion that instead of trying to 

carry a very awkward model weighed down with approx. 6 kg of ballast, that I would install 

 water ballasting. This was achieved using 2 12-volt fishpond pumps. One to pump in water into 

the hull, and therefore lowering the ship to the required water line. The second, pumps the 

 water out (almost all of it). Thankfully, the system works very well. It is impossible to get all 

the water out, so a bit of “bailing” using a syringe is acceptable. 

Continued on page 11............ 

The keel for HMS Hannibal was laid down at the Pembroke Dock on 1 May 1894. Her completed hull was 

launched on 28 April 1896. She went into the commissioned reserve upon completion in April 1898. On 10 

May 1898 she went into full commission to serve in the Portsmouth division of the Channel Fleet. She was part 

of a huge fleet of ships present in the Solent for the passage of the body of Queen Victoria from Cowes to 

Portsmouth on 2 February 1901.  

Hannibal was armed with 4 x BL 12-inch MkV111 Guns, 12 X QF 6-inch/40 guns as well as 16 X QF 12- 

pounder guns and 12 X QF 2-pounder guns. She was also equipped with 5 X 18 inch (457 mm) torpedo tubes, 

four of which were submerged and the last in a deck mounted launcher. 

HMS Hannibal in 1898. 
Recreated by Gary 

Foster in 2020 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pembroke_Dock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Channel_Fleet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portsmouth,_England
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Photos Gary Foster 

Gary Foster’s “HMS Hannibal”  

Continued on page 12............ 

........Continued from page 10. 
SMOKE GENERATORS. 

I used one for each funnel. I think they were “Robbe” brand (but do not quote me), using 

“Seuthe” brand smoke chemicals. I also used an electronic switch to active the generators. 

This operates via a spare channel on your transmitter/receiver. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One area that I should have considered more was the gauge for the stanchion railings. The 

very fine nature of the copper wire meant that it was hard to keep the wire straight whilst 

feeding it through stanchions. The wire tended to bend and kink. Not very good when trying 

to straighten the wire out. Never mind. We live and learn all the time with modelling,  

regardless of the type of model you are building. 

Smoke generator test. 

Portside view showing the guns for 
protection against torpedo boats. 
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Gary Foster’s “HMS Hannibal” 

Photos by Gary Foster 

........Continued from page 11. 
THE DAY OF THE DISASTER. 

Her “Maiden Voyage”. My launching technique leaves a bit of work, in terms of dealing with 

the weight of the ship, even with the lower, pre-water ballast state. 

Anyway, with the water on board, I tentatively set out. It ran beautifully. A pretty good 

turning circle for such a big ship, was very good. A fine turn of speed achieved when required, 

and all looking good. 

Sea trials finished, I was heading back to the dock, and so I applied reverse. All was good. I 

was manoeuvring in reverse and the ship behaved as though I had bow-thrusters installed. 

When ready, I applied forward thrust. A shout from another club member got me worried. He 

said you have lost a prop! Sadly, he was correct. I guess it could have been worse and I could 

have lost them both. Never mind. Back to “Float-a-Boat” for more running gear. 

So, there we have it. 

Some three and a half years of construction have led to what I think is a really good example 

of a British Naval vessel. I hope and think Les Lee would have been pleased with my 

 results. 

View from the stern. 
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Seen About the Club 

Photos by Tony Weaver 

Gerard O’Donoghue shows the 
injured arm that required  

hospitalisation and stitching.  
His slate steps are squeaky 

clean though.  

Lego is everywhere, even sailing at 
Surrey Dive. 

Bruce Cariss amused us with this novelty board rider  
hitching a ride behind has cabin cruiser. 

Bob Griffith’s ‘Fail Safe’  
circling trimaran is “Rescued” 
by an also circling Max 
McCulloch fishing boat. 

Two turtles sunning on their  
favourite ‘haul out’ rock in  

Surrey Dive. 

Some of the fine detail on  
Graham Smithwick’s 
 latest Schnellboot. 
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A Blast From the Past - John Johnston 

John Johnston was Commodore at S.P.M.B.C. for five years from 1992 to 1996 inclusive. John 

also had a stint as Secretary in 1997/1998. John is also a Life Member of the club and is  

currently recovering, at his retirement village unit, from having some stents fitted. 

He also wishes to be remembered to Alan Gray, Graham Smithwick and Bill Millar. 

Copy of an article in the 
Whitehorse Gazette in 1997. 



Who we are:  

Members of this Club are modellers of all age groups, skills and professions who 

construct and sail model, radio controlled boats. What we do: We build, sail and 

talk about model boats. Our models range in size generally from half a metre to 

three metres in length. Model types include fishing boats, yachts, tugs and fast 

electric craft. These remote control models are mostly powered by electric 

 motors, steam or wind power, in the case of sailing craft.  

OFFICE BEARERS & OTHER POSITIONS 2020-2021 

 

   Commodore:         Gerard O’Donoghue  

 Vice Commodore:        John Schuffelen 

 Secretary:          Tony Goldsworthy  

 Treasurer:          Don Knowles  

 First Ordinary Member:       Philip Ham  

 2nd. Ordinary Member:       Bruce Cariss  

 Quartermasters:        Ken Burnell & Paul Candela 

 Safety Officers:       Martin Hopper & Philip Ham  

 Membership Officer:        John Schuffelen  

 Newsletter Editor:        Tony Weaver  

 Webmaster:           Michael Best  

LOCATION & CONTACTS  

Sailing Venue & Clubhouse Sunday and Wednesday mornings 

 

 Surrey Park Lake Cnr Canterbury and Elgar Rds BOX HILL, Vic. 3128 Australia  

Newsletter Editor:    editor@spmbc.org.au  

Club Email Address:    secr@spmbc.org.au  

Snail Mail:   P.O. Box 4016, Box Hill South, Vic. 3128 Australia  

Webmaster:     web_master@spmbc.org .au  
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Calendar of Events 

March 2021 Time Event 

07 - March 2021 Sun  From 9.15 am Les Lee Memorial Steam Day 

14 - March 2021 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day & Endurance runs. (Brushed & Brushless motors) 

21 - March 2021 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

28 - March 2021 Sun From 9.15 am Sail Boat Endurance Run. (10.00 am briefing.) 

April 2021 Time Event 

04- April 2021 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day . 

11 April2021 Sun From 10.00 am Normal Club Day  & Bi-Monthly Meeting 

18- April 2021 Sun From 9.15 am Buy, Swap & Sell  Day  

25- April 2021 Sun From 9.15 am Navy  Day  

May 2021 Time Event 

02- May 2021 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day  

09- May 2021 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

14-May 2021 Fri From 5.00 pm Night Sail - Gala Rig and light your boats to operate them on the 

darkened lake, an exciting experience. 

16- May 2021 Sun. From 9.15 am Tug Boat Day 

23 - May 2021 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

30  - May 2021 Sun  From 9.15 am 
Members’ Other Interests day. (A day to display  

alternative hobbies) 

June 2021 Time Event 

06- June 2021 Sun From 10.00 am Normal Club Day & Bi-Monthly Meeting 

13 - June 2021 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 

20 - June 2021 Sun From 9.15 am Paddle Boat Day 

27 - June 2021 Sun From 9.15 am Normal Club Day 
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All Events subject to Covid restrictions applicable at the time. 


